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ASX RELEASE 

Commencement of Ipatas Foundation Training Program.  

The Directors of Site Group International Limited (“Site”, ASX:SIT) are pleased to announce the first 40 PNG 
Nationals arrived at the Site Skills Training Clark Freeport Zone campus yesterday, marking the 
commencement of the Ipatas program.  

The agreement, signed at the end of May, is to deliver training for 120 PNG nationals from the Enga 
Province to an Australian Certificate II standard in Engineering (Mechanical Trade), Engineering (Fabrication 
Trade) and a Certificate III standard in Hospitality (Commercial Cookery).  

The program includes four to six months of facility based training with a further four to six months of On-the-
Job Training (OJT) for the respective courses.  

The first 40 PNG Nationals comprises the Heavy Diesel Engineering (Mechanical Trade) candidates who will 
be spending 6 months at the facility, with the remaining candidates expected to arrive within the month of 
November.   

The arrival marks a promising expansion in the scope of training services which Site Skills Training is able to 
offer to the international market, with increased demand by sovereign nations in up-skilling their nationals. 

Commenting on the commencement, CEO and MD Vern Wills stated “the program is being closely watched 
by other regions in PNG, as well as nations amongst the Southeast Asian archipelago, who have expressed 
interest in this style of training.” 

Continuing, he stated “With a number of new projects appearing throughout these regions, local 
governments have shown great interest in up-skilling their communities to improve local employability.” 

“Project stakeholders and governments have come to expect a minimum standard of training and safety for 
their employee’s and there are substantial economic and civil incentives for both parties to look to skill local 
communities”. 

“This is a further extension of previous training undertaken by Site such as the Palawan out of work youth 
program a substantial initiative of the Malampaya Foundation in conjunction with Shell, Chevron and PNOC.“  

“We look forward not only to the successful delivery of this project, but also to the promising opportunities 
this presents for all parties involved in to the future.”   

 

About Site Group International Limited 

Site Group International (ASX: SIT “Site”) is an ASX listed company providing Australian accredited and non-
accredited training programs that are specifically tailored to employer needs. Training is delivered through 
high quality facilities in the Philippines (Clark Freeport Zone) and in Australia through Site Skills Training. 
Site Skills Training has major training facilities in Perth, Gladstone, Darwin and Landsborough. At these 
locations our experienced team assesses, up-skills and trains industry experienced candidates in the mining 
& processing, oil & gas, construction, camp services, hospitality and logistic sectors. 



 

In addition, Site delivers on-site training for clients and major projects throughout Australia and countries 
such as PNG, Indonesia, Singapore, China, UAE, Azerbaijan and others.  

The strategic location of our 300,000m2 facility at Clark Freeport Zone in the Philippines allows the company 
to deliver Australian standard training in a low cost and controlled environment. This facility has the capacity 
to complete large scale residential training programs customised to meet client specific requirements. The 
facility is currently delivering training and assessment services to a multi-national oil and gas company under 
a long term contract with a specific focus on health and safety. All vocational training is delivered with 
tailored job specific English language and cultural sensitivity training. In addition vocational training in areas 
such as fabrication, heavy diesel maintenance and refrigeration mechanics is delivered. 

Site also delivers workforce planning solutions through Site WorkReady. Site WorkReady achieves “ready to 
work” international employees through an end to end “Source-Train-Deploy” service utilising the training and 
assessment facility at Clark Freeport Zone. Working closely with their clients the Site WorkReady team 
identifies workers, completes assessment services and develops appropriate training. Employment 
candidates receive instruction in English, workplace health and safety systems as well as employer 
orientation training to support their transition to employment.  

Site Group International is an emerging Australian company with a strategic business model run by an 
experienced board and management team. 

 

 

- Ends - 

 

For further information contact  

Craig Dawson +61 7 3114 5188 craig.dawson@site.edu.au 

Vernon Wills +61 7 3114 5188 vern.wills@site.edu.au 
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