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Using the Advanced Search Engine in Hot Copper 

The objective is to assist CTP shareholders to use the HC search engine as a supplementary 

DYOR tool which could come in very handy if we need to objectively consider the inevitable 

takeover offer/s at short notice. 

Some Tips'. 

 Notwithstanding the usual stuff on blogs by now there are a lot of really good CTP 

posts on Hot Copper. 

 

 The searcher will soon gain an impression of who is who in the blog zoo and obtain 

background information to help in understanding FAQ’s. 

 

 Posters with specialist Oil & Gas, Accounting or Legal backgrounds are usually well 

supported and attract secondary posts. 

 

 Some posters representing opposite views often make some really good points. 

 

 It is interesting to look at posters with the Tags/Codes field blank & note common 

themes & sentiments. 

 

 Annual reports & media articles often contain good search keywords                          
GSA, NGP, Surprise Etc. 

 

 It helps if posters come up with Search Friendly thread headings and ensure that if 

they are commenting on say the Surprise well that “Surprise is used in the thread 

heading and conversation”.   

 

 I keep an eye on the Sentiment and Disclosure fields in the individual search results.   
 

� Caution' if a post does not contain the searched key word “GSA” it won’t be 

picked up so an imaginative work around may be needed' Expert author Etc. 
 

 Don’t forget  Google  
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The Advanced Search engine is accessed either from the Hot Copper home 

page by clicking on Advanced.... 

 

 

OR directly through 

https://hotcopper.com.au/search/ 

� It doesn’t seem to mind if you are logged in so you don’t have to be a member to use it 

although I strongly advise this. 

This screen will then appear' 

 

Syntax for the Search Engine Fields        

      
 

 For a single word just type it in  the field (Common words tend to give 

redundant results)                                                                                                        
 

 For a phrase just type it in (HC seems be smart enough to deal with 

capitalisation) but a phrase needs to be in parenthesis to pick up all words only  

“'' '' '.” 

 

 For either key word..   word1+word2 appears to work. 
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 F5 refreshes screen with latest post. 

 

 Use Ctrl + F to find the word/phrase on a long post. 
� So you have typed something into a search engine and now are looking at one of the result 

pages. Most of the text on the page is likely not necessary to your research, so skip the tedious 
manual scanning by using the built-in search function. CTRL + F which will open the SEARCH 
box. Find Keywords Up or Down You can continue searching the rest of the page for the same 
keyword by clicking the NEXT button which will jump and highlight the next word it finds. 

 
 I use MS project to create a time line with posts as milestone activities & paste the posts 

into the activity notes field.  Not worth doing this unless you are reasonably familiar with 
MSP but very useful.  
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Useful Key Word Searches 

 

 You can type a proposed search into Google to leverage its correct spelling engine. 
 

 Cut & Paste this page from the parent HC post into a word document then cut & paste the posts 
into the HC search engine. (That goes for the whole search instructions post). 

 

 Combine with dates>particularly good for BC (Before Cottee) To 2012-06-22 & AD  From 2012-

06-22 > some posters will have a field day with this one!    

 

 Note the 2012-06-22 date format for Cut & Paste & Tab to go to next field. 

 
 

Searches Containing Internet Links (Useful Links that Posters Have Found) 

 

http:// ...   Internet links (Including references in the Parent Poster Said balloon) 

 

http://www.afr.com/ ...  Australian Financial Review Posts 

http://www.smh.com/ > Sydney Morning Herald Posts 

http://www.ntnews.com.au/ >NT News 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/ >.   ABC News 

http://www.katherinetimes.com.au/ >Katherine Times 

http://www.energynewsbulletin.net >Energy News Bulletin 

http://www.northernstar.com.au/ >. Mount Isa 

 

http://asic.gov.au/  >..ASIC Posts 

 

http://centralpetroleum.com.au/ >. CTP announcements, Videos Etc. 

 

 

Some examples of Useful Key Words 

• Suprise 

• GSA >.. An agreement to supply gas to a purchaser. 

• NGP >.. Jemena's Northern Gas Pipeline Tenant Creek to Mt Isa 
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 Just type the author’s name 

 

 
 Type CTP & a confirming box will appear 

 

Click on the box to confirm 

The box accepts multiple codes by repeating the process 

 

� The search engine doesn’t seem to take into account your Ignore list 

 

 When doing multiple searches if the system won’t allow typing in the 

Tag/Codes field> go in again from the HC home page as this seems 

to clear the problem. 

 

Dates 

 Note the 2012-06-22 date format for Cut & Paste & Tab to go to next field. 

 

Finding Thread Headings in Search Results 

 

Once you have a search result you can use the Find to locate Threads on Key Words 
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Example CTP Search 

Ask posters to please bear with me using live data as it makes these instructions more meaningful to 

CTP users. 

1.0 FAQ'  Finding the story on GSA’s 

 

� Caution> if a post does not contain the searched key word “GSA” it won’t be picked up 

so an imaginative work around may be needed> Expert author Etc. 

Search Window Input' 

 

Results' 

 

 Don’t forget the key word may not be in the post but is in the “Poster Said window” so 

open it if the reply post does not show it. 

 


