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ASX/MEDIA RELEASE        3 JULY 2017  
 
 
Right-Side Survival Data from SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE Global Studies Presented 

at WCGIC 
 
 
Sydney, Australia  
 
 
Sirtex Medical Limited (ASX:SRX) today announces the presentation of the SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE Global 
right-side survival data in metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC) at the 19th European Society for Medical 
Oncology (ESMO) World Congress on Gastrointestinal Cancer (WCGIC) in Barcelona, Spain. 
 
Professor Guy van Hazel, Clinical Professor of Medicine at the University of Western Australia and Co-
Principal Investigator on the SIRFLOX study presented the study data.  The combined SIRFLOX and 
FOXFIRE Global studies (n=530 and n=209, respectively) showed that for patients with a right-sided 
primary tumour, median Overall Survival (OS) was significantly improved with the addition of SIR-
Spheres® Y-90 resin microspheres to standard chemotherapy versus chemotherapy alone [22.0 vs. 
17.1 months, respectively; p=0.007; Hazard Ratio (HR): 0.64 (95% CI: 0.46-0.89)], but not for patients 
with a left-sided primary tumour [24.6 vs. 26.6 months; p=0.279; HR: 1.12 (95% CI: 0.92-1.36)]1. 
 
Importantly, Professor van Hazel also presented the baseline characteristics of the combined patient 
data set between the two arms of the study for both left-sided and right-sided patients. There was no 
statistically significant difference in the baseline characteristics of patients who received SIR-Spheres 
microspheres plus chemotherapy versus chemotherapy alone. Patients with a right-sided primary 
tumour were older (mean: 64.4 vs. 61.6 years) and a higher proportion were female (42.5% vs. 32.0%), 
compared to those with a left-sided primary tumour.  
 
Mr Andrew McLean, Chief Executive Officer of Sirtex Medical said “There is now solid scientific 
evidence to support the observation that for patients whose primary cancer is located on the right-side 
of the bowel, their prognosis is demonstrably worse, with fewer treatment options and a lower overall 
life expectancy.  The statistically significant 4.9 month OS benefit observed in patients who received 
SIR-Spheres microspheres is clinically meaningful and subject to further confirmatory analyses, 
coupled with additional supporting evidence of this OS benefit from the FOXFIRE study. Collectively, 
this may support consideration of right-sided liver-only or liver-dominant mCRC patients for SIR-
Spheres microspheres treatment.”   
 
“This striking and essentially unexpected finding may bring new hope to mCRC patients with liver-only 
or liver-dominant tumours that have spread from the right side of the bowel or colon. These cancers are 
genetically and structurally different from tumours that start on the left side of the colon. Patients with 
right-sided primary tumours have a worse prognosis for survival and fewer treatment options. They do 
not respond well to such biological therapies as cetuximab or panitumumab,” said Professor van Hazel.  
 
A copy of Professor van Hazel’s presentation on 1 July is attached to this release.  
 
A further two oral abstracts were also presented at the WCGIC meeting relating to the combined 
SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE/FOXFIRE Global and SARAH clinical studies, the outcomes of which have been 
previously announced to the ASX.  
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Dr Harpreet Wasan - Overall survival analysis of the FOXFIRE, SIRFLOX and FOXFIRE-Global 
prospective randomized studies of first-line selective internal radiotherapy (SIRT) in patients with liver 
metastases from colorectal cancer.   
 
Dr Mohamed Bouattour - Efficacy, tolerability and impact on quality of life of selective internal radiation 
therapy (with yttrium 90 resin microspheres) or sorafenib in patients with locally advanced 
hepatocellular carcinoma: the SARAH trial.  
 
https://academic.oup.com/annonc/issue/28/suppl_3 
 
 
- ENDS -  
 
 
About SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE/FOXFIRE Global  
 
The aim of the SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE/FOXFIRE Global studies is to prospectively combine clinical data 
from the three similarly designed individual trials to allow adequate power to evaluate the impact of 
chemotherapy with Selective Internal Radiation Therapy (SIRT) using SIR-Spheres® Y-90 resin 
microspheres on overall survival in first-line metastatic colorectal cancer, in over 1,100 patients. 
Efficacy and safety estimates derived using individual participant data (IPD) from SIRFLOX, FOXFIRE, 
and FOXFIRE Global will be pooled using 2-stage prospective meta-analysis. Secondary outcome 
measures include progression-free survival (PFS), liver-specific PFS, health-related quality of life, 
response rate, resection rate, and adverse event profile. The potential treatment benefit in those 
patients who present with disease confined to the liver will be also be investigated.  
 
 
About Colorectal Cancer 
 
Colorectal cancer (CRC or bowel cancer) occurs when cancerous cells develop in the patient’s colon or 
rectum.  CRC is the third most common form of cancer worldwide, making up about 10% of all cancers.  
In 2012, an estimated 1.4 million new cases were diagnosed globally and 694,000 cancer deaths were 
attributed to CRC.2 

 
 
About SIR-Spheres® Y-90 Resin Microspheres 
 
SIR-Spheres Y-90 resin microspheres are a medical device used in interventional oncology and 
delivered via Selective Internal Radiation Therapy (SIRT), also known as radioembolisation, directly to 
liver tumours. SIR-Spheres Y-90 resin microspheres are approved for supply in key markets, such as 
the United States, European Union and Australia. 
 
 
About Sirtex Medical 
 
Sirtex Medical Limited (ASX:SRX) is an Australian based medical device company with global market 
coverage. Its core revenue producing technology, which has regulatory approvals, is a selective 
internal radiation therapy (SIRT), with clinically proven applications for liver cancer with over 73,000 
doses supplied and administered at 1,060 medical centres in more than 40 countries.  
 

https://academic.oup.com/annonc/issue/28/suppl_3
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Investor Enquiries:                                                   Investor/Media Enquiries: 
 
Mr Andrew McLean Dr Tom Duthy 
CEO Global Investor Relations Manager 
Sirtex Medical Limited Sirtex Medical Limited 
Phone: +61 (0) 2 9964 8400 Phone: +61 (0) 2 9964 8427 
Email: andrew.mclean@sirtex.com  Email: tduthy@sirtex.com 
 
 
SIR-Spheres® is a registered trademark of Sirtex SIR-Spheres Pty Ltd 
                                                 
1 van Hazel G, Heinemann V, Sharma N et al. Impact of primary tumour location on survival in patients with metastatic 
colorectal cancer receiving selective internal radiation therapy and chemotherapy as first-line therapy. ESMO 19th World 
Congress on Gastrointestinal Cancer, Ann Oncol 2017; Abs. LBA-006.  
2 World Cancer Report, 2014; Geneva, WHO: 2014; 1.1. 
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Impact of Primary Tumour Location on 
Survival Benefit - SIRFLOX/FOXFIRE Global 
Combined Clinical Study 
 
WCGIC Oral Abstract Presentation  
 
 
 
1 July 2017 
  
 SIR-Spheres® is a registered trademark of Sirtex SIR-Spheres Pty Ltd 

Sirtex Medical Limited  
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