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ASX/Media Release: 5 March 2018 
 

European Manufacturing Partnership Agreement 
 

 

Sydney, 5 March 2018 – Quickstep Holdings (ASX:QHL), Australia’s leading independent manufacturer of 
advanced carbon fibre composites, today announced that it has signed a Manufacturing Partnership 
Agreement with ATR Group, a leading Italian company that designs, prototypes and manufactures structural 
parts and components in advanced composite materials. 

Quickstep’s CEO and Managing Director, Mark Burgess said, “Europe is at the forefront of composite material 
and process technology and our continued investment in that market means it will be a significant growth 
driver for Quickstep over the next five years. Our proprietary out-of-autoclave process technology Qure and 
the Quickstep Production System (QPS) have been extremely well received by prospective automotive and 
aerospace customers as well as leading raw material suppliers”.  

“This arrangement with ATR provides us with a strong manufacturing partnership in the European market, 
with a highly-respected composites company. ATR has key strengths in design, development, tooling and 
advanced manufacturing across both the automotive and aerospace sectors. We both have big ambitions and 
high expectations for this agreement.” said Mark Burgess. 

The ATR Group, based in Colonnella Italy, (www.atrgroup.it/en/) manufactures and supplies advanced 
composite components for the automotive, aerospace and other industrial markets. ATR has developed 
technologies, skills and craftsmanship in the processing of composite materials through the use of traditional 
production methods as well as the development of innovative processes. ATR operates nine plants in Italy and 
has been manufacturing composite parts since 1982.  

Valter Proietti President and CEO of ATR Group said, “ATR are really excited about the future benefits of 
cooperating with Quickstep on their Out of Autoclave patented technology Qure. The Qure technology in 
conjunction with Quickstep Production System (QPS) and ATR’s strong carbon fibre heritage and current 
capabilities will provide us with a strong competitive advantage, to expand our market and customers in 
Europe.”    

This new partnership is an integral part of Quickstep’s three-tiered approach to growth. The first tier is the 
delivery of all existing contract growth and new defence and aerospace business at Bankstown. The second 
tier is achieving new business opportunities in aerospace, automotive and other advanced industries utilising 
Qure and QPS. The third tier is securing a large program or inorganic growth opportunities in defence, 
commercial aerospace and automotive. 

The partnership will focus on developing sales and parts manufacturing opportunities with customers in both 
the automotive and aerospace sectors, aligned with tier two of Quickstep’s strategy.  Emphasis will be on the 
commercialisation of Quickstep’s out-of-autoclave process technology Qure and the QPS for the 
manufacturing of advanced composite components and assemblies in the European market. 
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Quickstep Holdings Limited - ACN: 096 268 156, ABN: 55 096 268 156 

 
 

About Quickstep Holdings   

Quickstep Holdings Limited (ASX: QHL) is the largest independent aerospace-grade advanced composite 
manufacturer in Australia, operating from state-of-the-art aerospace manufacturing facilities at Bankstown 
Airport in Sydney, NSW and a manufacturing and R&D/ process development centre in Geelong, Victoria. The 
group employs more than 200 people in Australia and internationally. More information about Quickstep is 
available at www.quickstep.com.au  

About ATR Group 
 
ATR Group was acquired by the Proietti family in 2011 after the business had been operated by the Italian 
Special Commissioner for Ministry of Industry since the Global Financial Crisis.   Since taking ownership in 2011 
the Proietti family has grown the business and secured many new contracts with premium  automotive brands  
such as Ferrari, Maserati, Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Honda, Nissan, Toyota; motorbike producers Ducati, Aprilia, 
MV Agusta, Honda; marine manufacturers Cantieri Baia, Ferretti and aerospace  customers including Leonardo 
aircraft, Leonardo helicopters and UAV and Oma Sud.  www.atrgroup.it/en/  
 
For further information: 
 

Investors  Media 
Mark Burgess – Managing Director  Ashley Rambukwella / Antonino Blancato 
Quickstep Holdings Limited    Financial & Corporate Relations 
Telephone: +61-2 9774 0300  Telephone: +61 2 8264 1004 / 0407 231 282 

or +61 2 8264 1009 / 0410 448 577 
E: mburgess@quickstep.com.au    E:  a.rambukwella@fcr.com.au or a.blancato@fcr.com.au  
or:   
Visit www.quickstep.com.au   
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