ASX Announcement 23 October 2024

Atomo Secures $2.44m Industry Grant to Develop Innovative Syphilis Test

e Atomo receives a $2.44 million CRC-P industry grant from the Department of
Industry, Science and Resources

¢ Funding will support development of an innovative rapid active syphilis test for
point of care professional use and at-home self-testing

e This successful outcome reflects Atomo’s focus on sexual health tests that
address both public health and consumer health demand

SYDNEY Australia, 23 October 2024 — Atomo is pleased to announce receiving a $2.44 million
Cooperative Research Centres Projects (CRC-P) grant to spearhead the development of a
groundbreaking rapid test for active syphilis diagnosisl. The grant award follows many
months of collaboration between Atomo and the Burnet Institute on an easy-to-use solution
that addresses this important unmet clinical need.

Atomo will lead the project which will be a collaborative effort, bringing together the
expertise of the Burnet Institute and IDE Group. This unique test, designed for both point-of-
care professional use and at-home self-testing, combines Atomo’s proven integrated Pascal
cassette that works with a small finger prick blood sample and a unique syphilis antibody
assay developed by the Burnet Institute. The assay distinguishes active infections from
previously treated cases.

This pioneering rapid test solution will represent a first for the global market, with existing
rapid Syphilis tests only detecting antibodies present in both active infections and prior
treated infections, and with no rapid Syphilis test currently approved for self-test use in
Australia.

1 https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/cooperative-research-centres-projects-crcp-grants/crc-
projects-selection-round-outcomes
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Syphilis is an increasingly pressing public health challenge globally, with WHO estimating that
8 million people acquired Syphilis in 20222, A recent report by the Kirby Institute indicated
that rates of syphilis diagnoses in Australia have tripled over the last decade3.

Australia’s Chief Medical Officer, Professor Paul Kelly, stated earlier this year that “the syphilis
epidemic in Australia is past a tipping point..we must act now” echoing the gravity of the
situation®

This increased public health focus on sexually transmitted infections (STI’s) reflects the fact
that the government estimates that ‘1 in 6 Australians will get an STl and the rates of infection
are rising, particularly among young people aged 20 to 34. Early detection is essential, and
regular testing is the only way to check if you have an STI’>.

Atomo’s CEO John Kelly said “We are delighted to be the recipients of this competitive funding
from the Department of Industry, Science and Resources. It allows us to complete
development efforts and accelerate the completion of a Pascal based rapid syphilis test
offering the unique ability to distinguish between active and prior treated infections in an
easy-to-use format.”

In addition to the expanding use of rapid testing in public health channels, Atomo recognises
the growing demand for STI testing via the consumer retail market and anticipates leveraging
its existing commercial channels for the Atomo HIV Self-Test. Atomo’s HIV test is currently
the only home-use test approved for supply in Australia to partners such as Blooms the
Chemist and is a leading test in the UK consumer market, available through Boots Pharmacies
and Tesco Supermarkets.

2 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/syphilis

3 https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/research/reports/asr2023

4 https://ashm.org.au/about/news/chief-medical-officer-syphilis-calls-for-action/

5 https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-mark-butler-mp/media/new-sexual-health-campaign-to-
combat-rising-rates-of-stis
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For more information, please contact:

John Kelly

Atomo Diagnostics
john.kelly@atomodiagnostics.com
Phone: +61 401 922 279

This announcement was authorised by the Managing Director & CEO on behalf of the Board.

About Atomo

Atomo is an Australian headquartered medical device company supplying unique, integrated rapid
diagnostic test (RDT) devices to the global diagnostic market.

Atomo’s unique patented devices simplify testing procedures, enhance usability and improve reliability
across rapid point-of-care (POC) and at-home testing applications. The Company has successfully
commercialised a number of products across international markets and has supply agreements in place
for testing applications targeting infectious diseases including HIV, COVID-19, viral vs bacterial

differentiation, as well as the early detection of pregnancy.

See more at www.atomodiagnostics.com
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