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Craig Toner appointed CEO of Aristocrat’s Gaming Business Unit, 
following resignation of Hector Fernandez 
 
Sydney, 5 December 2024  

Aristocrat Leisure Limited (ASX: ALL) advises that Hector Fernandez, previously CEO of Aristocrat Gaming, 

has resigned and accepted a role with a competitor. Craig Toner (formerly Chief Financial Officer & 

Executive Vice President of Operations, Aristocrat Gaming) has been appointed to replace Mr Fernandez, 

effective immediately and subject to the receipt of necessary regulatory pre-approvals.   

Mr Toner comes to the CEO Aristocrat Gaming role after more than seven years with Aristocrat in both 

Australia and the US.  He was promoted through a number of business finance and operations leadership 

roles in Sydney, before being appointed Chief Financial Officer & Executive Vice President of Operations for 

Aristocrat Gaming and relocating to Las Vegas three years ago.   

Before joining Aristocrat, Mr Toner spent almost 20 years in senior commercial, strategy and operational 

roles at Lion Ltd, one of Australia and New Zealand’s largest alcohol and beverages businesses.  Craig is a 

CPA, with a Bachelor of Management Studies, Accounting and Finance.   

Commenting on Mr Toner’s appointment, Aristocrat CEO and Managing Director, Trevor Croker said “Craig 

has been a key part of the global Aristocrat Gaming leadership team that has delivered strong growth and 

transformational change over recent years. He has also worked closely with our Board and Executive 

Steering Committee on a number of major strategic and operational priorities. Craig is people oriented, 

highly collaborative and impactful. We are delighted to be able to elevate a proven and capable leader of 

Craig’s calibre to this role, demonstrating again the depth of talent we have built at Aristocrat.” 

“Craig will ensure a seamless leadership transition, maintaining a relentless customer focus, and 

continuing to execute our plans. Aristocrat Gaming today is a global team with extraordinary resilience, 

depth and momentum, and I have every confidence that Craig will continue to build on this going forward, 

with the support of the many talented leaders across our global business.” 

“We thank Hector sincerely for his commitment and recognise his contribution to our business over the last 

six years” Croker concluded. 

Hector Fernandez joined Aristocrat as Chief Financial Officer of the Americas Gaming business unit in 

2018, before being appointed CEO of Aristocrat Gaming in 2022.  Mr Fernandez’s relevant contractual 

obligations include a 12 month non-compete obligation.  
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Aristocrat Leisure Limited (ASX: ALL) is a global entertainment and gaming content creation company powered by technology. Our three operating 

business units span regulated land-based gaming (Aristocrat Gaming), mobile games publishing (Pixel United) and regulated online real money gaming 

(Aristocrat Interactive). Aristocrat offers a diverse range of products and services including electronic gaming machines, casino management systems, 

free-to-play mobile games and online real money games, that serve customers and entertain millions of players worldwide every day. Our team of over 

8,500 people across the globe are united by our company mission to bring joy to life through the power of play. For more: www.aristocrat.com  
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