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January 2018 Monthly traffic update  
 

1 million For the second consecutive month, Auckland Airport 
welcomed a record number of international passengers. 
The 1,023,798 international passengers (excluding 
transits) in January 2018 was 10,000 more than the 
previous record set in December 2017 – and 3.4% more 
than in January 2017. This strong start to the second half 
of the 2018 financial year was driven by additional seats 
on the Asia and Middle East routes (+43,000), Americas 
(+18,000) and the Pacific Islands (+12,000). 
 

-28.4% 
 

In January 2018 Auckland Airport’s Chinese visitor 
arrivals were down 28.4% compared to January 
2017. This was driven by the later timing of 
Chinese New Year (February this year compared 
to January last year). In the past year Auckland 
Airport has seen strong growth in New Zealand 
residents travelling to China, up 13.2%. This 
growth was stimulated by a 10.7% increase in seat 
capacity between Auckland and mainland China. 

  39,557  A new daily international passenger record was 
achieved at Auckland Airport on Saturday 6 January 
2018, with 39,557 international passengers travelling 
through the international terminal. In January 2018, 
international passengers averaged 33,026 per day, an 
average increase of 1,080 per day compared to January 
2017.  
 

200,000  Queenstown Airport achieved double-digit 
passenger growth (up 10.8%) and over 200,000 
total passengers in January 2018. Domestic 
passenger performance at Queenstown Airport 
was up 10.9% in January 2018, driven by new seat 
capacity (+10,000) and strengthening passenger 
numbers on the Auckland–Queenstown route.  
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AUCKLAND AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

International arrivals (excl. Transits) 534,496 514,768 3.8% 3,127,002 2,977,458 5.0% 5,055,927 4,729,277 6.9%

International departures (excl. Transits) 489,302 475,545 2.9% 2,966,997 2,804,430 5.8% 4,999,463 4,657,437 7.3%

Total international (excl. Transits) 1,023,798 990,313 3.4% 6,093,999 5,781,888 5.4% 10,055,390 9,386,714 7.1%

Transit movements 62,758 62,902 -0.2% 410,402 416,880 -1.6% 669,274 662,800 1.0%

Total international passengers * 1,086,556 1,053,215 3.2% 6,504,401 6,198,768 4.9% 10,724,664 10,049,514 6.7%

Domestic arrivals 379,221 344,462 10.1% 2,695,874 2,494,489 8.1% 4,550,423 4,254,425 7.0%

Domestic departures 367,222 336,624 9.1% 2,681,491 2,485,841 7.9% 4,448,453 4,159,746 6.9%

Total domestic passengers 746,443 681,086 9.6% 5,377,365 4,980,330 8.0% 8,998,876 8,414,171 6.9%

Total passengers 1,832,999 1,734,301 5.7% 11,881,766 11,179,098 6.3% 19,723,540 18,463,685 6.8%

Top 10 arrivals by country of last residence

New Zealand 257,861 231,695 11.3% 1,217,882 1,135,583 7.2% 2,281,148 2,105,255 8.4%

Australia 75,837 76,538 -0.9% 453,597 447,975 1.3% 872,832 844,878 3.3%

China, People's Republic of 33,168 46,347 -28.4% 184,549 186,491 -1.0% 357,173 376,477 -5.1%

United States of America 29,357 26,456 11.0% 134,636 131,133 2.7% 270,563 240,686 12.4%

United Kingdom 29,121 27,848 4.6% 106,094 100,534 5.5% 206,923 179,787 15.1%

Japan 8,649 8,645 0.0% 51,962 50,270 3.4% 95,464 93,199 2.4%

Germany 10,854 11,273 -3.7% 42,881 44,296 -3.2% 79,243 75,023 5.6%

Korea, Republic of 11,074 10,528 5.2% 41,083 36,854 11.5% 70,970 63,884 11.1%

Canada 7,881 7,005 12.5% 29,148 27,886 4.5% 58,448 52,976 10.3%

India 4,198 3,540 18.6% 27,731 23,315 18.9% 57,343 49,786 15.2%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 5,305 5,183 2.4% 33,289 32,659 1.9% 55,509 53,499 3.8%

Domestic aircraft movements 9,721 9,373 3.7% 69,850 66,490 5.1% 117,726 112,582 4.6%

Total aircraft movements 15,026 14,556 3.2% 103,139 99,149 4.0% 173,235 166,081 4.3%

MCTOW (tonnes) **

International MCTOW 569,175 544,862 4.5% 3,476,969 3,301,216 5.3% 5,784,998 5,375,185 7.6%

Domestic MCTOW 184,947 177,125 4.4% 1,369,376 1,298,526 5.5% 2,309,703 2,192,581 5.3%

Total MCTOW 754,123 721,987 4.5% 4,846,346 4,599,742 5.4% 8,094,701 7,567,766 7.0%
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QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

Total international passengers 56,633 51,244 10.5% 390,072 350,332 11.3% 572,025 514,912 11.1%

Total domestic passengers 148,865 134,235 10.9% 899,921 794,466 13.3% 1,465,613 1,286,653 13.9%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 442 408 8.3% 3,004 2,780 8.1% 4,368 4,014 8.8%

Domestic aircraft movements 1,084 1,038 4.4% 6,850 6,152 11.3% 11,108 10,096 10.0%

Total aircraft movements 1,526 1,446 5.5% 9,854 8,932 10.3% 15,476 14,110 9.7%

CAIRNS  AIRPORT
Passenger Movements
International passenger movements (excl. 
Transits) 65,275 62,850 3.9% 429,075 409,107 4.9% 687,618 662,577 3.8%

Transit & Transfer 6,349 17,003 -62.7% 79,336 102,327 -22.5% 148,612 172,829 -14.0%

Total international passengers 71,624 79,853 -10.3% 508,411 511,434 -0.6% 836,230 835,406 0.1%

Total domestic passengers 377,987 382,644 -1.2% 2,769,839 2,722,057 1.8% 4,439,187 4,363,047 1.7%

Aircraft Movements 

International aircraft movements 535 599 -10.7% 3,908 4,180 -6.5% 6,547 7,201 -9.1%

Domestic aircraft movements 3,511 3,530 -0.5% 24,600 24,715 -0.5% 40,759 41,061 -0.7%

Total aircraft movements 4,046 4,129 -2.0% 28,508 28,895 -1.3% 47,306 48,262 -2.0%

MACKAY  AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

Domestic passengers 61,370 55,708 10.2% 463,966 444,655 4.3% 768,714 761,824 0.9%

Transit movements *** 2,031 1,704 19.2% 17,220 15,824 8.8% 26,962 27,238 -1.0%

Total domestic passengers 63,401 57,412 10.4% 481,186 460,479 4.5% 795,676 789,062 0.8%

Aircraft Movements

Domestic aircraft movements 773 794 -2.6% 5,504 5,990 -8.1% 9,313 10,401 -10.5%


