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Rio Tinto appoints new Chief Legal Officer & External Affairs 
Rio Tinto has appointed Isabelle Deschamps to succeed Barbara Levi as Chief Legal Officer & External 
Affairs. Isabelle, who is currently General Counsel of AkzoNobel and a member of the Executive Committee, 
will join Rio Tinto on 25 October 2021. 
 
Isabelle, a dual Canadian and UK citizen, has over 20 years’ experience in various senior legal roles across 
Europe and Canada. She joined AkzoNobel in 2018 as Group General Counsel, where she is responsible for 
all legal, integrity & compliance and intellectual property management, as well as company secretary. She 
was a driving force behind the Diversity & Inclusion programme. 
 
Before joining AkzoNobel, Isabelle spent six years at Unilever in the UK and in The Netherlands where she 
had accountability for legal and compliance for its European businesses and its Food & Refreshment division 
worldwide. Prior to that she led the legal and compliance activities for the Personal Care business whilst also 
managing the global Intellectual Property group and spearheading legal support to e-commerce, digital and 
privacy.   
 
Isabelle joined Unilever from Nestlé, where she held various positions in Switzerland and globally. She 
started her career at a Canadian law firm in Montreal and is admitted to the England and Wales Law Society 
and to the Quebec (Canada) Bar. 
 
Rio Tinto chief executive Jakob Stausholm said "Isabelle brings a wealth and diversity of legal experience 
having worked in various senior legal roles for a number of large multinational companies. I am delighted to 
welcome her to Rio Tinto and look forward to having her join the executive team and lead our legal, 
compliance and external affairs teams.”  
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This announcement is authorised for release to the market by Steve Allen, Rio Tinto’s Group Company 
Secretary. 
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