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7 March 2016 

Federal Court decision on Phoenix Institute vs. Commonwealth of Australia 

  
The Federal Court handed down judgement in the action by the Phoenix Institute of 
Australia against the Commonwealth to recover funds under the terms of its funding 
arrangements for the VET FEE HELP scheme. 
 
Justice Mark Moshinsky ruled that: 
 
1) a determination by the Commonwealth that an advance was payable to Phoenix 

created an obligation on the Commonwealth to make the payment; 
 

2) the decision by the Commonwealth to defer the advance payments were valid; and 
 

3) the proceedings be dismissed. 
 

The board is considering its position. 
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For queries, please contact Australian Careers Network Limited on 03 8331 7890 or info@australiancareersnetwork.com.au 

Australian Careers Network Group (ASX: ACO) is a full service vocational education and training provider encompassing student marketing 
and recruitment, direct and subcontracted education and training delivery (registered and non-registered), the issuing of registered 
qualifications, tracking, processing and reporting functions under the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) and the Victorian Registration 
and Qualifications Authority (VRQA). 

Its primary services include workplace training and classroom based accredited certificates and diplomas, heavy equipment 
licensing, simulative and flexible learning, industry-experienced training and assessment and partnering with job seeking agencies to provide 
employment pathways to students seeking employment upon completion of a qualification. 
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