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SIGNIFICANTLY DEEPER FOOTWALL IDENTIFIED AT 
MPOSA 
KEY POINTS 

• MAIDEN FOUR HOLES IDENTIFIES THICKER UNCONSOLIDATED 

SEDIMENTARY PACKAGE AND COMPETENT ROCK (FOOTWALL) AT 

SIGNIFICANTLY GREATER THAN ANTICIPATED DEPTHS  

• MATERIALLY IMPROVED DRILL CORE RECOVERIES FROM SONIC DRILLING 

TECHNIQUE  

• REVISED DRILLING PLAN DEVELOPED FOR MPOSA AS A RESULT OF NEW 

DEPTH OUTCOMES 

 

OVERVIEW 

Chilwa Minerals Limited (ASX: CHW) (“Chilwa” or the “Company”) is pleased to announce that the first four (4) infill and 

extensional drill holes (Figure 1) at the Mposa Main (“Mposa”) target area have reached competent rock (footwall) at a 

significantly increased depth and, from visual interpretation 1, indicate a substantially thicker fluvio-lacustrine deposit compared 
to what was previously identified by drilling in this area. Assays are awaited and a further update will be provided when they 

are to hand. 

The drilling program has been designed to test the extent of potential mineralisation at depth, as well as its lateral continuity. 
This will be achieved by twinning selected existing holes whilst also drilling infill and extensional holes in the areas adjacent to 

Mposa for a total of 6,000 metres of drilling.  

The existing Mposa Main JORC-2012 Inferred mineral resource of 19.4Mt at 4.3% THM2 was determined from a sample of 340 

holes. The average hole depth was 6.23m with the shallowest hole being 2m and the deepest hole 11m.  

Chilwa is employing the use of sonic drilling at Mposa, a technique that provides a core-like sample with very high recovery 
rates3.  

 

Chilwa’s Managing Director, Cadell Buss, commented: 

“Whilst we are awaiting the assays from these initial holes, the increased drill depths are extremely exciting for the team. We commenced 
the drill program with a plan to increase the JORC categorisation and add tonnes at the edges of the existing mineral resource. Not even 
within our best expectations did we believe that there was the potential to increase the drill depth of the previous campaign by 5-8 times. 

“The drilling program is in its early stages with the team understanding the best way to drill these thicker sequences. We expect drill rates 
to pick up over the coming weeks as we look to update the plan to undertake broad spaced drilling across the project, initially to determine 
the average thickness across the deposit.” 

  

 
1 The Company draws attention to the inherent uncertainty in reporting visual results. Visual estimates of mineral abundance 

should never be considered a proxy or substitute for laboratory analyses where concentrations or grades are the factor of 
principal economic interest. Visual estimates also potentially provide no information regarding impurities or deleterious 

physical properties relevant to valuations. 
2 Chilwa Minerals Prospectus, dated 5 April 2023 
3 Refer to ASX announcement 10 October 2023 

http://www.chilwaminerals.com.au/
http://www.chilwaminerals.com/
mailto:info@chilwaminerals.com.au
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INITIAL MPOSA DRILL DEPTH RESULTS 

 PREVIOUS DEPTH (m) NEW DEPTH (m) INCREASE (m) INCREASE (%) 

MPO-SD-001 5 30.5 25.5 510% 

MPO-SD-002 8 44.6 36.6 457% 

MPO-SD-297* 5 50 45 900% 

MPO-SD-295 4 50 46 1150% 

 

The first hole drilled in this current campaign at the northern end of the Mposa area, MPO-SD-001, reached a depth of 30.5 
metres, however, did not reach the footwall. The expectation was that the footwall would be around 20 metres in depth and 
as such, casings were not used until a depth of 10 metres. This was a twinned hole (CWCMPA-20001-5) from 2015, which 

ended at 5 metres. 

The second hole drilled at this site, MPO-SD-002, was cased from surface and encountered the footwall at 44.6 metres. This 

hole was also a twin (CWCMPA-20002) that had a depth of 8 metres. 

Following the completion of the first two holes, the Company decided to shift the drilling program to the southern part of the 
Mposa area, a distance of approximately seven kilometres, in order to determine the southerly extent of the Mposa deposit.  

Hole 3 (MPO-SD-297) was drilled in the southern extremity of Mposa and obtained a depth of 50 metres. This hole was not 
a twin but lies within close proximity to several holes from 2015 which recorded depths of between 4 and 5 metres. Hole 4 
(MPO-SD-295) reached a depth of 50 metres, twinning a previously drilled hole (CWCMPA-76004) with a depth of 4 metres. 

Refer Figure 1. 

Importantly, holes MPO-SD-297 & MPO-SD-295 did not end in competent bedrock (footwall), rather they ceased at 

50 metres because the drill rig only had 50 metres of drill rods. This further illustrates how the depths of these holes 
have been greater than hoped and anticipated.  

The competent bedrock is at a depth in excess of 50 metres for these two holes with more drill rods having been 

ordered in order to determine the ultimate depth of the bedrock for these holes The company’s Competent Person, Mr 
Mark Burnett (a competent person who is a fellow of the Geological Society of London and is an employee of AMC Consultants 

(UK) Limited) was on site to review drilling procedures for hole 3 (MPO-SD-297) and provided input into all quality assurance 

and control procedures being undertaken by the Chilwa exploration team. 
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Figure 1 – Mposa drillhole locations 

 

IMPROVED RECOVERIES 

A key factor behind the Company’s decision to employ sonic drilling techniques moving forward, was the variable levels of 
material recovered from the previous campaign. Many of these holes terminated in mineralisation due to the use of an aircore 

rig, which was unable to penetrate the water table.  Recoveries from this drilling were also variable, averaging <70%.  

Recoveries obtained by using a sonic drill rig have averaged 85% and in some cases 100% was achieved. 

AMENDED DRILLING PROGRAM 

Having established the northerly and southern extents of the Mposa deposit, the Company has decided to amend the drilling 
program, (which will see 10 holes drilled along an East – West transect) in order to gain an understanding of the stratigraphic 

composition of Mposa. These are shown on Figure 1 – Green holes (Southern Stratigraphical BHs.  

Given this revised drilling program, assay results are now expected in the first quarter of 2024. The Company will provide 

regular updates on drilling progress during this period.  
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Figure 1 - The Competent Person, Mr Mark Burnett, from AMC was on site to review drilling procedures. 

 

AUTHORISATION STATEMENT  

This update has been authorised to be given to ASX by the Board of Chilwa Minerals Limited.  

 

For further information contact: For media and broker queries: 

Cadell Buss 

Managing Director 

cbuss@chilwaminerals.com.au 

 

Andrew Rowell 

White Noise Communications 

andrew@whitenoisecomms.com 

T: +61 400 466 226 

-ENDS- 
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JORC 2012 Inferred Mineral Resource Estimate 

A Mineral Resource Estimate (MRE) for the Project has been classified and reported in accordance with the JORC code (2012). 
The Mineral Resource Estimate has been classified as Inferred and at a 1.0 % THM cut-off contains 2.4 Mt of THM. The MRE is 

allocated across the Project deposits in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 Inferred Mineral Resources at 1.0% THM as at 31st July 2022 (Refer IPO Prospectus 5th April 2023) 

Deposit 

Volume 

(million 
m3) 

Tonnes 

(million 
t) 

Dry  

Density 

(t/m3) 

Gangue 
(%) 

Ilmenite 
(%) 

Slimes 
(%) 

THM 
(%) 

Zircon 
(%) 

Bimbi 1.5 2.6 1.7 0.7 4.3 15.3 5.3 0.3 

Northeast Bimbi  3.6 6.1 1.7 0.3 2.2 15.9 2.7 0.1 

Mposa (Main) 11.7 19.4 1.7 0.7 3.2 11.7 4.3 0.4 

Mposa (North) 0.6 1.0 1.7 0.3 1.4 8.3 1.9 0.2 

Mpyupyu (dune) 2.0 3.5 1.7 1.2 5.7 15.3 7.1 0.2 

Mpyupyu (flat) 9.5 16.4 1.7 0.5 2.9 15.4 3.6 0.2 

Nkotamo 0.1 0.2 1.5 1.1 3.0 28.3 4.2 0.2 

Halala 6.0 8.9 1.5 0.9 2.6 9.8 3.7 0.2 

Beacon 0.4 0.6 1.5 0.6 1.8 17.7 2.5 0.1 

Namanja West 2.0 2.9 1.5 0.8 2.3 14.7 3.3 0.2 

Total  37.5 61.6 1.6 0.7 3.0 13.3 3.9 0.3 

▪ Estimates of the Mineral Resource were prepared by AMC Consultants (UK) Limited (AMC). 

▪ In situ, dry metric tonnes have been reported using varying densities and slime cut-off per deposit. 

▪ Material below 30% slimes for Halala, 20% slimes for Bimbi, Northeast Bimbi and Mpyupyu (dune and flat) and 25% slimes for Mposa Main and Mposa 

North. All other deposits are a stated using 30% slimes cut-off.  

▪ Tonnages and grades have been rounded to reflect the relative uncertainty of the estimates and resultant confidence levels used to classify the estimates. 

As such, columns may not total.  

▪ Estimates of the Mineral Resource have been constrained by ultimate pit shells to demonstrate Reasonable Prospects for Eventual Economic Extraction 

▪ Estimates are classified as Inferred according to JORC Code. 

Compliance Statement   

The information in this report that relates to Mineral Resources. and Ore Reserves, is extracted from the Company’s ASX 

Announcement dated 3 July 2023 titled “Prospectus”, which is available on the Company’s website. 

The Company confirms that it is not aware of any new information or data that materially affects the information included in 
the original market announcement, that all material assumptions and technical parameters underpinning the estimates of Mineral 

Resources and Ore Reserves in the market announcement above continue to apply and have not materially changed, and that 
the form and context in which the Competent Persons findings are presented have not been materially modified. 

Forward Looking Statements and Important Notice   

This announcement may contain some references to forecasts, estimates, assumptions and other forward-looking statements. 
Although Chilwa believes that its expectations, estimates and forecast outcomes are based on reasonable assumptions, it can 

give no assurance that they will be achieved where matter lay beyond the control of Chilwa and its Officers. Forward looking 
statements may be affected by a variety of variables and changes in underlying assumptions that are subject to risk factors 

associated with the nature of the business, which could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed herein.   

Competent Person’s Statement  

The information in this Announcement that relates to exploration results is based on information compiled by Mark Burnett, 

a competent person who is a Fellow and Chartered Geologist (CGeol) of the Geological Society of London and is also 
registered with the European Federation of Geologists (EFG) as a European Geologist (EurGeol) and is an employee of AMC 
Consultants (UK) Limited. Mark Burnett is not an employee or Shareholder of the Company and has no conflict of interest. 

Mark Burnett has sufficient experience that is relevant to the style of mineralisation and type of deposits under consideration 
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and to the activity being undertaken to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 edition of the JORC Code. Mark 
Burnett consents to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on his work in the form and context in which it appears.  
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