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First ore feed at the Lindi Jumbo Graphite Mine. 

Walkabout Resources Ltd (ASX:WKT) (Company), is pleased to announce the successful start of “wet” 
commissioning of the Crushing Circuit at the Lindi Jumbo Graphite Mine in Tanzania with the first feed of 
graphite ore through the entire crushing circuit. 

The wet commissioning of the Crushing Circuit not only satisfies the necessary practical working of the entire 
circuit, it also further de-risks the Lindi Jumbo operational start up with the creation of a fine ore stockpile of 
high-grade graphite ore that will be used for the wet commissioning of the remainder of the processing 
plant. The approximately 19,000 tonnes from the existing ore stockpile will be used for the commissioning 
process and is sufficient for a full month’s production at nameplate capacity.  

Using the existing ore stockpile for commissioning and start-up has allowed push back of the commencement 
of operational mining activities resulting in a real cash saving as the cost of the creation of the current high 
grade ore stockpile has already been incurred in the cost of mining competent rock for the building of the 
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF). Once operational mining commences there will be an orderly build-up of high-
grade (>20% TGC) and medium grade (>10% TGC) stockpiles on the RoM pad for optimal grade feed to the 
plant and the ramp-up to nameplate ore throughput and recoveries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: First feed of graphite ore to the ROM bin (left) and feed over the vibrating grizzly (right). 

The current mobile generating capacity on site is used for the wet commissioning of the crushing circuit while 
waiting for the delivery of the MV and LV switchgear and transformers currently delayed at the Dar es 
Salaam Port due to severe congestion. Once receipt of the transformers (being offloaded at the port) and 
switchgear (en-route to site) has taken place, it is expected the full 5MW of grid power will become available 
to advance wet commissioning.  



 

 

The full planned electrical capacity (including backup generators) is necessary before the commissioning 
team will feed ore through the entire processing circuit.  

Dry commissioning has also started on equipment within the grinding and flotation circuit and these 
commissioning activities will continue in preparation for continuous feed through the entire processing 
circuit.   

On 28 December, the Minister of Minerals, Honourable Anthony Peter Mavunde (MP) and a delegation from 
the District Commissioners office, Chief Inspector of Mines and a press delegation visited the Lindi Graphite 
Mine to witness the progress of the project. Feedback has been very positive, and the visit was broadcasted 
widely within the Tanzanian media. 

 

Figure 2: Chediel Mshana (Construction Manager) showing the large graphite flakes within a high-grade sample from the open pit to 
Honourable Anthony Mavunde (MP). 

Managing Director & CEO of Walkabout Resources, Andrew Cunningham commented; 

 "It is great to see the first feed of Lindi Jumbo Graphite ore and the first part of the plant operating as 
designed. Additionally, as the operations team starts to prepare for full production the fine ore stockpile will 
give them a flying start by de-risking the source of ore for the concentrator over the coming months." 

This announcement is authorised for release by the Board. 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Andrew Cunningham  
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer  
+61 8 6298 7500  

Or  

Ashleigh Baxter  
Media Liaison  
+61 497 257 718  
ash@gilligangroup.com.au  

 

ABOUT WKT  

Walkabout is developing the high-grade Lindi Jumbo Graphite Project in Southeast Tanzania to take 
advantage of forecast market conditions for Large and Jumbo flake graphite products. 

The Company holds 100% of a Mining Licence and between 70% and 100% of adjacent graphite prospecting 
licences at Lindi Jumbo with an enduring option to acquire the remaining 30% share. A high-grade graphite 
Mineral Reserve has been delineated within the Mining Licence area. 

Also in Tanzania, the Company has assembled a large holding over the Amani Gold Project in the southern 
highlands near Lake Nyasa. This gold field is the base of intensive alluvial and artisanal diggings and the 
presence of rough-shaped nuggets is an indicator of a potential nearby source. 

The Company holds 100% of an exciting exploration portfolio for gold and base metals in Scotland and 50% in 
the Tyrone Joint Venture in Northern Ireland where cobalt, copper and silver occurrences are being explored. 

Details of Walkabout Resources’ projects are available at the Company’s website, www.wkt.com.au. 
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