
 
 
 

 

 

18 November 2024 
 

Driving force behind Joyce Corporation to retire after 
distinguished career 

 
Non-Executive Director and former Chairman of Joyce Corporation Dan Smetana will call time on his 40-year 
career at the Company when he retires after the Joyce Annual General Meeting on November 21. 
 
Mr Smetana was part of a consortium that acquired Joyce from George Weston Foods in 1984, and served as 
Executive Chairman, and later Non-Executive Chairman of the group until 2017. 
 
Under Mr Smetana’s leadership Joyce pursued a strong focus on providing jobs and business opportunities in 
both Western Australia and on the eastern seaboard and delivered consistent returns for the firm’s loyal 
shareholders. 
 
In 1984 Joyce was a manufacturing business that produced hospital equipment, bedding, and foam, canvas and 
steel products. Mr Smetana and his consortium listed Joyce on the Australian Securities Exchange in 1984. By the 
late 1980’s Joyce was the largest manufacturer of furniture and related products in Australia. 
 
Australian manufacturing was a difficult business to sustain in the mid-2000s, and the foam business was 
eventually sold, before the modern incarnation of Joyce emerged in 2006, when the Company acquired 100% of 
Bedshed Franchising Pty Ltd, a bedding specialist that Joyce had held 49% of since it was established by the 
Company in the 1970s. 
 
In 2014, Joyce acquired a 51% interest in the KWB Group Pty Ltd which has been a hugely successful investment 
and is now established as a clear national leader in the Kitchen & Wardrobe renovation market. 
 
Bedshed and KWB Group have been mainstays of Joyce Corporation. Driven by Dan’s passion for building 
businesses from strong partnerships, both KWB and Bedshed have become highly successful enterprises that 
have enriched the lives of franchisees and partners, while providing personalised kitchens and quality bedding 
products to hundreds of thousands of Australians across the continent. 
 
Joyce Chairman Jeremy Kirkwood paid tribute to Mr Smetana’s time at the Company: 
 
“Dan’s contribution to both Joyce and the business community in Western Australia should be celebrated,” Mr 
Kirkwood said. 
 
“He has been a constant in the leadership of Joyce for more than 40 years, and in that time has led the strategic 
direction and evolution of the Company as it managed its transition from manufacturer to highly successful retailer 
and franchise operator. Dan has always focused on what is best for Joyce’s customers, staff and shareholders. 
 
“Dan’s contribution is not limited to Joyce – he is a highly-respected business leader, previously holding the role of 
Deputy Chair of Western Power amongst others and being a past recipient of the Centenary Medal for Service to 
Commerce and the Community in 2003. Dan is an active philanthropist and has served many not-for-profit 
organisations, including, St John of God Foundation, the Defence Reserves Support Council – WA, Youth Focus, 
WASO and the WA Federation of PCYC. Dan has also held the roles of President of the Industrial Federation of 
Accident Prevention and board member of the National Safety Council of Australia. 
  



 
 
 

 

 
 
“We thank Dan for his incredible contribution to Joyce Corporation and wish him and his wife Julie well in his 
retirement.” 
 
Mr Smetana said: “I was always ambitious for Joyce when we started, but it’s certainly very satisfying to look back 
and see all that the Company has achieved. I’d like to thank the thousands of people who have contributed to 
Joyce’s success over the years, including the staff, our management teams, my fellow directors, and our business 
partners and franchisees. 
 
“I also thank our shareholders, many of whom have been with us since we started back in the 1980’s, and our 
customers, who have put their faith our products and services.” 
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For further information, please contact: 

Dan Madden – CEO 
+61 8 9455 1055 
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