
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
21 November 2017 

 
 

GOULAMINA DRILLING AND GENERAL PROGRESS UPDATE 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 RC drilling at Danaya and Yando completed.  

 RC drilling at Danaya intersects very wide (>117m) spodumene bearing 
pegmatite zone. 

 First assay results for Yando received, demonstrating the presence of high 
Li20 grades.  

 Regional auger drilling program approximately 30% completed, with 
spodumene rich pegmatites encountered. 

 Airborne magnetic survey awarded. 
 
 
Birimian Limited (ASX: BGS; Birimian or the Company) is pleased to provide a further exploration 
update to its announcement of 7 November 2017 on the status of reverse circulation (RC) and auger 
drilling programs and other general progress being made at the Goulamina Lithium Project (the Project) 
in southern Mali. 
 
The 5,000m RC program currently being drilled by Amco Drilling Mali SARL (Amco) targeting the Yando 
and Danaya prospects and Sangar zone (see Figure 1) is 96% completed, as of 19 November 2017.  
 
The remaining drilling under this contract will be completed on schedule at Sangar this week. Birimian 
has confirmed rig availability with Amco to undertake further drilling at Sabali as an extension to the 
existing contract, as well as further resource expansion drilling at Sangar, West and Main zones. 
 
Danaya Prospect 
 
The 11-hole RC drilling program at the Danaya prospect has been completed, with very encouraging 
results returning from the southern section.  Geological logging of two holes shows large intersections 
of spodumene-bearing pegmatite (26–143m – end of hole for >117m of pegmatite in hole GMRC174). 
The hole was abandoned in pegmatite due to water flow issues impeding further progress. 
 
The northern drill cross section at Danaya exhibited a deeper weathering profile and consequently some 
Li20 depletion may be anticipated in this section.  
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Figure 1: Showing prospects at Goulamina with RC and auger hole locations  

Completed RC Drill Hole  
1 Nov – 19 Nov 

Section 1252800mN 
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Sabali Prospect (auger program)  
 
The auger drilling program at Sabali is progressing well. The contractor, Sahara Mining Services Ltd 
(Sahara), mobilised on 6 November 2017 and completed approximately 10% of the anticipated 
meterage in the first week of drilling. As of 19 November 2017, work was 29% complete, with 175 holes 
for 1,445 metres completed of the contracted program of 5,000m. Auger lines extend beyond the 
notional boundaries of the anomaly to better define the extent of mineralisation. Geologist’s observation 
of samples collected at Sabali indicate that 14 of the 175 scout holes (8%) have intersected Li-
Pegmatite. Auger samples have been submitted to ALS Laboratory for analysis. The current auger 
program is expected to finish ahead of Sahara’s contract completion date of 17 December 2017.   
 
Yando Prospect (geochemical results) 
 
Birimian has received geochemical analyses for all holes from the southern two RC lines 
(sections1253000mN and 1252800mN) drilled at Yando.  The assay intersections are shown in Figures 
2 and 3.  Cumulative intersections were calculated using a cut-off of 0.4% Li2O. 
 
Significant intersections include the following: 
 

 9m @ 1.34% Li2O from 7m depth (GMRC141); 
 23m @ 1.63% Li2O from 7m depth (GMRC132); 
 14m @ 1.38% Li2O from 6m depth (GMRC133); and 
 17m @ 1.95% Li2O from 96m depth (GMRC146). 

 
The pegmatites on the two Yando prospect cross sections are thinner than at the Main & West zones. 
Section 1253000mN has a much deeper weathering profile associated with significant depletion of Li2O 
in the weathered zone. Conversely, grade appears to be increasing downhole and pegmatites are 
thicker than in cross section 1252800mN. 
 

 
 Figure 2: Yando Prospect drill cross- section 1252800mN showing Li20 cumulative assay intersections. 



 

Page 4 of 14 

 

 
Figure 3: Yando Prospect drill cross- section 1253000mN showing Li20 cumulative assay intersections. 

 
Borehole Hydrological Monitoring Program 
 
The Company is expecting to commence work drilling two monitoring boreholes and two aquifer 
characterisation boreholes by the end of November as part of the environmental and social impact 
assessment (ESIA) being undertaken for Birimian by Digby Wells Environmental. Negotiations to select 
a suitably qualified and experienced borehole drilling contractor are close to completion. This work is 
necessary to complete physical environmental assessments to enable Digby Wells to finalise the ESIA 
Report, as a precursor to Birimian satisfying environmental permitting requirements in Mali. The 
borehole installation work will be supervised by a Digby Wells hydrogeologist. A contract to proceed is 
expected to be awarded within the next week. Digby Wells will perform a geophysical survey on site 
prior to commencement of drilling works. 
 
Airborne Magnetic Survey  
 
Birimian awarded a contract to Xcalibur Airborne Geophysics (Pty) Ltd (Xcalibur) on 14 November 2017 
for the completion of a high resolution airborne magnetic survey of the Goulamina site, comprising 
approximately 6,547 line kilometres.  
 
An application to the Malian Ministry of Transport National Agency of Civil Aviation (ANAC) has been 
submitted, with approval to proceed with the survey expected shortly. Following approval from ANAC 
and commencement of work, the airborne survey is expected to be completed in about two weeks, with 
a final survey product delivered within 20 days of commencement of work. The objectives of this survey 
are to identify pegmatite occurrences outside the area that has been auger-drilled and to provide the 
basis for a detailed geological map of the permits.  
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International Mali Mining and Petroleum Conference 
 
Otherwise, Birimian is participating in the 7th International Mali Mining and Petroleum Conference and 
Exhibition (JMP’17) being held in the Malian capital of Bamako during 21-23 November 2017. The 
Company is sponsoring and exhibiting at the conference and will present on the Goulamina Project 
during the event, which is organised by the Ministry of Mines of Mali. 

 
Greg Walker  
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
Birimian Limited 

 
 

Competent Persons’ Declaration  
 
The information in this announcement that relates to exploration results and exploration objectives is based on information 
compiled by or under the supervision of Birimian’s Exploration Manager, Dr Andy Wilde.  Dr Wilde is a Registered Professional 
Geoscientist and Fellow of the Australian Institute of Geoscientists. He is also a Fellow of the Society of Economic Geologists.  
Dr Wilde has sufficient experience which is relevant to the style of mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and the 
activity he is undertaking to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 Edition of the “Australasian Code for Reporting 
of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves ('the JORC Code')”. Dr Wilde consents to the inclusion in the report 
of the matters based on his information in the form and context in which it appears. 



Annexure 1 

Table 1 - Drill Hole Locations 
 
 

 

Hole_ID Hole_Type Depth Easting Northing Orig_RL Dip Azimuth 

GMRC132 RC 102 613540 1252800 397 -60 274 

GMRC133 RC 108 613590 1252800 397 -61 273 

GMRC134 RC 102 613640 1252800 397 -60 272 

GMRC135 RC 100 613690 1252800 397 -61 270 

GMRC136 RC 100 613200 1252800 397 -60 270 

GMRC137 RC 100 613250 1252800 397 -60 270 

GMRC138 RC 100 613300 1252800 397 -61 272 

GMRC139 RC 100 613350 1252800 397 -58 270 

GMRC140 RC 108 613400 1252800 397 -59 270 

GMRC141 RC 101 613450 1252800 397 -60 270 

GMRC142 RC 106 613490 1252800 397 -59 272 

GMRC143 RC 114 613225 1253000 397 -61 268 

GMRC144 RC 100 613275 1253000 397 -60 270 

GMRC145 RC 104 613325 1253000 397 -60 270 

GMRC146 RC 132 613375 1253000 397 -60 279 

GMRC147 RC 108 613425 1253000 397 -60 273 

GMRC148 RC 100 613475 1253000 397 -60 272 

GMRC149 RC 124 613525 1253000 397 -61 273 

GMRC150 RC 126 613575 1253000 397 -60 270 

GMRC151 RC 100 613625 1253000 397 -60 270 

GMRC152 RC 100 612950 1253400 397 -60 270 

GMRC153 RC 102 613000 1253400 397 -60 272 

GMRC154 RC 102 613050 1253400 397 -62 274 

GMRC155 RC 100 613100 1253400 397 -60 270 

GMRC156 RC 106 613150 1253400 397 -60 263 

GMRC157 RC 126 613200 1253400 397 -60 275 

GMRC158 RC 114 613250 1253400 397 -60 272 

GMRC159 RC 102 613300 1253400 397 -60 272 

GMRC160 RC 132 613350 1253400 397 -60 272 

GMRC161 RC 100 613400 1253400 397 -61 270 

GMRC162 RC 100 613450 1253400 397 -60 272 

GMRC163 RC 100 612900 1253600 397 -60 269 

GMRC164 RC 120 612950 1253600 397 -60 272 

GMRC165 RC 116 613000 1253600 397 -60 272 

GMRC166 RC 96 613050 1253600 397 -60 272 

GMRC167 RC 108 613100 1253600 397 -60 273 

GMRC168 RC 120 613150 1253600 397 -61 272 

GMRC169 RC 114 613200 1253600 397 -60 273 

GMRC170 RC 150 613250 1253600 397 -60 276 

GMRC171 RC 102 613050 1254100 398 -60 274 

GMRC172 RC 102 613100 1254100 398 -62 270 

GMRC173 RC 144 613150 1254100 398 -61 274 
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Hole_ID Hole_Type Depth Easting Northing Orig_RL Dip Azimuth 

GMRC174 RC 143 613200 1254100 398 -60 272 

GMRC175 RC 100 613000 1254300 398 -60 270 

GMRC176 RC 84 613050 1254300 398 -60 270 

GMRC177 RC 138 613100 1254300 398 -60 268 

GMRC178 RC 100 613375 1254300 405 -60 270 

GMRC179 RC 86 613425 1254300 405 -60 270 



Annexure 1  

Table 2 – Drill Hole Assays (up to 19 November 2017) using > 0.40% Li2O cutoff for 
cumulative assay intersection determination.  
 

 

 

Hole ID From m Thickness m % Li20 

GMRC132 7 24 1.62 

 40 2 1.21 

 74 5 1.86 

 99 1 0.61 

GMRC133 6 13 1.32 

 41 9 0.94 

 58 1 0.41 

 76 15 1.38 

 97 1 0.93 

GMRC134 28 2 0.65 

 33 1 0.49 

 42 5 1.22 

 75 1 0.65 

 92 7 1.02 

GMRC135 65 2 0.94 

GMRC136 62 2 2.14 

 90 1 0.47 

GMRC137 38 1 0.75 

46 4 0.74 

GMRC138 87 1 0.53 

 90 3 1.07 

GMRC139 43 3 1.61 

 85 3 0.85 

GMRC140 92 4 0.91 

GMRC141 7 10 1.34 

 27 3 1.34 

 44 1 0.68 

 54 2 2.25 

GMRC142 11 4 0.93 

 25 1 0.91 

 40 2 0.42 

 43 1 0.57 

 76 3 0.69 

 90 3 0.83 

GMRC143 108 1 0.40  

GMRC144 77 1 0.68 

GMRC145 37 1 0.41 

 69 1 0.61 

 72 6 0.89 

 80 7 0.47 

 90 1 0.48 
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Hole ID From m Thickness m % Li20 

 92 1 0.44 

GMRC146 38 2 1.41 

 42 8 0.55 

 79 3 0.72 

 89 2 1.20 

 96 18 1.95 

 119 1 0.62 

 121 1 0.42 

GMRC147 14 1 0.49 

 76 4 1.23 

 90 3 1.95 

 96 2 0.69 

 
 



Annexure 2  

JORC Code Table 
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