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The New Force in Iron Ore
The Companies Officer

Australian Securities Exchange Ltd
Level 40, Central Park

152-158 St Georges Terrace

Perth WA 6000

Dear Sir or Madam

FORTESCUE'S MAIDEN SHIPMENT OF WEST PILBARA FINES

Fortescue Metals Group Ltd (Fortescue) (ASX: FMG) has today announced the maiden shipment
of Fortescue’s new 60.1% iron content product West Pilbara Fines has left Herb Elliott Port in Port
Hedland bound for Hunan Valin Steel Co., Ltd in China.

A copy of the media release is attached.

Yours sincerely
Fortescue Metals Group Ltd

Cameron Wilson
Company Secretary

Media contact: Investor Relations contact:
Michael Vaughan Stuart Gale
E: mediarelations@fmgl.com.au E: investorrelations@fmgl.com.au

M: +61 422 602 720
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Media Release

Fortescue’s maiden shipment of West Pilbara Fines

Port Hedland, 16 December: The maiden shipment of Fortescue Metals Group’s (Fortescue)
new 60.1% iron content product West Pilbara Fines, has left Herb Elliott Port in Port Hedland
bound for Hunan Valin Steel Co., Ltd (Hunan Valin) in China.

Fortescue will produce 5 — 10 million tonnes of West Pilbara Fines in FY19 by blending higher
iron, low alumina ore from the western pits at Cloudbreak with ore from the Firetail mine.
When Eliwana begins production in December 2020, production of West Pilbara Fines will
ramp up to 40 million tonnes per annum.

Chief Executive Officer, Elizabeth Gaines, said, “The production of West Pilbara Fines
demonstrates the flexibility of our wholly owned, integrated mining operations and
infrastructure and the agility of our processing and blending strategy.”

“For the last decade, we have delivered a range of differentiated products with a high value in
use for our customers. As we look out to FY19 and beyond, West Pilbara Fines will further
enhance the range of ores available, as we continue to ensure that our quality control and
product consistency are maintained at the highest levels for our customers in China, Asia and
Europe.”

“As a low cost supplier of seaborne iron ore into China and north Asia, Fortescue has enjoyed
strong relationships with customers since our first shipment of iron ore ten years ago and it is
pleasing to see Hunan Valin, a long standing and valued customer, receive the first shipment
of West Pilbara Fines,” Ms Gaines said.

Chairman of Hunan Valin, Dr Cao Zhiagiang, said “We are very pleased to be the first steel
mill customer for West Pilbara Fines. Fortescue continues to understand and respond to the
market's needs by expanding its product suite, while remaining focussed on delivering high
value in use products.”

Ms Gaines thanked everyone at Fortescue who worked hard to deliver the new product on
schedule, especially our marketing and operations teams who continue to deliver value for our
customers and shareholders.

Background

Fortescue’s US$1.275bn Eliwana Mine and Rail development includes 143kms of rail and a
30mpta dry ore processing facility. Eliwana will underpin the supply of West Pilbara Fines, with
first ore on train in December 2020.
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