
 
 
 

 

 

 

Third New Generation Vessel joins Captain Cook Cruises Fleet 

 

SeaLink Travel Group has added a third state of the art $2.6 million catamaran to its Captain Cook Cruises 

fleet, with the launch today in Sydney of Annabelle Rankin. 

The new generation, 24metre Rocket catamaran, will join her sister vessels Elizabeth Cook and Mary 

Reibey on Sydney harbour. Like the previous vessels, Annabelle Rankin is fuel efficient, eco-friendly, and 

equipped with the latest technologies to reduce her carbon footprint. 

The vessel is named after one of Australia’s pioneer stateswomen, Dame Annabelle Rankin (1908-1986). 

Dame Annabel claimed a number of firsts in Australian government including the first female federal 

minister, holding the housing portfolio (1966-71) where she introduced a housing system for Aborigines 

and newly arrived migrants. She was also the first female federal opposition whip in the British 

Commonwealth (1951-66): the first female head of a diplomatic mission, as high commissioner to New 

Zealand (1971-4); and the first Queensland female to enter federal politics as a senator for the state 

(1946-71). In 1957 she was appointed a Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (DBE) for 

political and public services.The vessel Annabelle Rankin is contracted to Harbour City Ferries (Sydney 

Ferries) until June, 2017 and will be providing ferry charter services. 

Managing Director, SeaLink Travel Group, Jeff Ellison said the third new vessel for Sydney Harbour was 

part of the company’s plan be a major charter operator on Sydney Harbour.  

“We are building boats that are prototypes for the future. The vessels are multi-purpose and designed to 

balance efficiency with ruggedness, allowing them to operate in all corners of Sydney Harbour and 

beyond.” 

“These new class of rockets offer a fast service and a high level of comfort for passengers including large 

viewing windows, contemporary seating and a 360-degree viewing sundeck,” said Mr Ellison. 

The two-level catamaran Annabelle Rankin has a main passenger cabin with seats for 116 passengers and 

a further 31 seats located on the lower outside deck. Upstairs an open upper deck has seating for 51 

passengers, providing ample space for passengers to stand and view the sights. 

SeaLink has commissioned a fourth state-of-the-art catamaran due to arrive in Sydney Harbour in 

December 2014.   

Destination New South Wales, Chief Executive Officer, Sandra Chipchase officially launched Annabelle 

Rankin in the traditional maritime way, breaking a champagne bottle across the bow. 

Annabelle Rankin was designed in Sydney by Incat Crowther and built in Tasmania by Richardson Devine 

Marine. 

-ENDS- 

Tuesday, 8 July 2014 



 
 
 

 

 

For further information and bookings, please contact Captain Cook Cruises on  T: +61-2-9206 1111 or visit 

www.captaincook.com.au 

 

For media enquiries: Brooke Tolar, Captain Cook Cruises, M: 0411 553 246, Email: pr@captaincook.com.au 

Image Library: www.captaincook.com.au/more-info/media/ 

 

About SeaLink Travel Group 

SeaLink Travel Group is one of Australia’s most dynamic tourism and transport company bringing the 

nation’s best tourism experiences to the world. With more than 600 staff across the country and more 

than two million customers annually, the Adelaide-based company has undergone a remarkable period of 

growth, emerging as a significant player on the national tourism and transport scene. 

SeaLink’s operations extend across New South Wales (Captain Cook Cruises), Queensland (SeaLink 

Queensland), Northern Territory (SeaLink NT) and South Australia (Kangaroo Island SeaLink), which 

includes: 

 Cruises, ferry and charter services on Sydney Harbour and on the Murray River 

 Passenger ferry service in Townville, Queensland and Darwin, Northern Territory 

 Passenger, vehicle and freight service between Kangaroo Island and the South Australian 

mainland 

 Day tours, extended touring and charter operations on Kangaroo Island and on the South 

Australia mainland 

 Tour wholesaler to the travel trade 

 Exclusive 4WD foreign language tour adventure based tours 

 Retail travel agencies in Adelaide, Sydney and Townsville 

 Adventure, accommodation and restaurant at Vivonne Bay, Kangaroo Island 
 

For more information please call: 

Helen McCombie, Media Relations, Citadel 02 9290 3073 or 0411 756 248 

Carla Schaefer, Investor Relations, SeaLink Travel Group 08 8202 8619 or 0409 101 188 
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