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19 December 2014 

 

Sydney Airport Traffic Performance November 2014 

 

Pax Monthly performance  Year to date performance 

(‘000s)
1
 Nov-14 Nov-13 Growth (%) YTD-14 YTD-13 Growth (%) 

Domestic 2,174 2,147 +1.3% 23,166 22,856 +1.4% 

International
2
 1,070 1,048 +2.2% 11,842 11,520 +2.8% 

DOC
3
 3 6 -52.8% 39 66 -40.4% 

Total 3,247 3,201 +1.5% 35,047 34,442 +1.8% 
 

1
 Contains estimates with any adjustments to preliminary statistics to be included in the year to date results in future months. 

2
 International excludes Domestic-On-Carriage. 

3
 Domestic-On-Carriage. 

 

CEO Kerrie Mather said, “Sydney Airport saw another month of strong growth in load factors 

during November, which increased 4.0 percentage points on international services. Higher load 

factors indicate demand for air travel continues to increase at Sydney Airport and has driven 

international passenger growth of 2.2% against the previous corresponding period (pcp). 

“Chinese (+24.8%), Filipino (+21.5%), Taiwanese (+8.7%), Indian (+7.7%) and USA (+6.3%) 

nationality passengers grew particularly strongly in November. Australian residents travelling to 

the Philippines increased 56.4% during the month as new services from Philippine carriers Cebu 

Pacific Air and Philippine Airlines provide greater access to popular destinations with their 

respective networks. Cebu increased its capacity further on 10 December by adding a fifth weekly 

frequency to Manila. Australians travelling to New Zealand also increased strongly at 5.9%. 

“The domestic market continues to display vigour as load factors reached the highest levels seen 

in three years with a 1.8 percentage point increase and delivered passenger growth of 1.3% on 

the pcp.  

“As we enter the busy Christmas, New Year and summer holiday period, we welcome several 

capacity increases for the peak season at the airport. China Eastern Airlines will double its daily 

Shanghai services, China Southern Airlines is upgauging from an A330-300 to an A380 on its 
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Guangzhou service, China Airlines is commencing its three weekly A330-300 services to 

Christchurch and Air Canada is upgauging from a 777-200 to a  

777-300 on its Vancouver service. Collectively these services increase capacity by over 120,000 

extra seats during our peak season supporting passengers traveling for Chinese New Year, the 

AFC Asia Cup to be hosted by Australia in January and the ICC Cricket World Cup hosted by 

Australia and New Zealand in February. 

“At the start of December, Cathay Pacific also upgauged its Hong Kong service from an A330-

300 to 777-300ER, increasing annualised capacity between Sydney and Hong Kong by 7%.” 

Key Points 

 Average load factors improved in both domestic and international markets with 1.8 and 4.0 

percentage point increases respectively. 

 Domestic market reached the highest load factors seen in three years. 

 Cathay Pacific upgauges its A330-300 to a 777-300ER between Hong Kong and Sydney 

providing an extra 71,500 seats annually. 

 China Eastern Airlines increases to double daily services between Shanghai and Sydney 

providing an extra 34,000 seats for the peak season. 

 China Southern Airlines upgauges its A330-300 to an A380 between Guangzhou and 

Sydney providing an extra 40,000 seats for the peak season. 

 China Airlines commences a three weekly A330-300 service between Christchurch and 

Sydney providing an extra 24,000 seats for the peak season. 

 Air Canada upgauges its 777-200 to a 777-300 between Vancouver and Sydney providing 

an extra 24,000 seats for the peak season. 

 Total passenger traffic for November is estimated to have increased 1.5% on the pcp, with 

domestic traffic estimated to be up 1.3% on the pcp and international traffic (excluding 

domestic on-carriage) up 2.2% on the pcp. 
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Top 10 Nationalities Travelling Through Sydney Airport 

Rank Nationality Nov-14 YTD-14 Rank Nationality Nov-14 YTD-14 

1 Australia +0.6% +1.3% 6 Japan -5.6% +0.8% 

2 New Zealand +0.0% +0.8% 7 Korea +3.0% +2.7% 

3 China +24.8% +16.2% 8 India +7.7% +12.4% 

4 UK -3.6% -1.7% 9 Malaysia -7.2% +11.4% 

5 USA +6.3% +5.2% 10 Germany -4.4% +0.5% 

 

 

Last 12 Months Traffic Data 

(‘000s) 2013 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 Total Total Growth 

 Dec-13 Jan-14 Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14 Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 
Dec-13- 
Nov-14 

Dec-12- 
Nov-13 

% 

Dom 2,183 2,125 1,898 2,116 2,080 2,021 1,949 2,190 2,132 2,130 2,350 2,174 25,349 24,983 +1.5% 

Int 1,233 1,285 1,019 1,027 1,083 973 1,013 1,116 1,067 1,073 1,116 1,070 13,075 12,691 +3.0% 

DOC 5 5 4 4 4 3 4 2 3 5 3 3 44 74 -40.3% 

Total 3,421 3,415 2,920 3,146 3,167 2,996 2,967 3,308 3,202 3,209 3,469 3,247 38,468 37,749 +1.9% 

 
All data is for arriving and departing passengers. 
All data is taken from management accounts, is provisional and subject to revision. 
All data has been rounded to the nearest thousand and in some instances the total may not be equal to the sum of the parts. Percentage changes have 
been calculated based on actual figures and not based on rounded balances. 
Contains estimates with adjustments made to preliminary data in later months. 
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