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Scott Technology announces world-first beef solution, expands meat 
processing business 

AUD$18 million contract with Teys and Meat & Livestock Australia could help address global labour 
shortages 

25 November – Auckland, New Zealand: NZX-listed Scott Technology is thrilled to announce the 
expansion of its meat automation business with the signing of a new AUD$18 million contract to 
design, build and commission a world-leading automated beef boning system.  

This announcement sees Scott Technology partner with Teys, one of Australia’s leading protein 
producers, and Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA), to develop a revolutionary beef solution, which 
will improve yield, product quality, throughput and efficiency, while also increasing operator and 
food safety. The system will be developed and built by Kiwis out of Scott’s head office and global 
meat processing centre of excellence, in Dunedin, New Zealand.  

John Kippenberger, Scott Technology CEO, says this partnership will balance innovation and Kiwi 
ingenuity, with Scott’s proven systems and existing technology to produce an efficient system that 
delivers a world-first in the beef processing sector.  

“This development comes at a time when now more than ever, the beef industry around the world is 
struggling with labour shortages and searching for opportunities to improve yield and efficiencies. 
We are delighted to be partnering with Teys, one of Australia’s leading protein producers with a rich 
history in the industry, and MLA, who bring a pan industry perspective and a true appreciation for 
the benefits this leading-edge development will bring to beef processors. It’s a great example of our 
strategy in action, fostering authentic customer partnerships which share a collective vision for a 
better future.”  

The first of its kind in the world, this automated beef boning system will increase capacity with 
reduced operating costs, enabling better accuracy and significantly improving the yield of high value 
portions. The system works at high speed and is designed to process 200 carcasses per hour.  

“The overall return on investment to the processor is significant,” continues Mr Kippenberger. “The 
system will use automated cutting equipment, supported by advanced scanning and vision 
technology, to provide precise cuts improving product quality, while reducing health and safety risks. 
The use of smart technology will maximise the value of each beef carcass through data and cutting 
accuracy.”  

Aligned with Scott’s 2025 strategic pillar to leverage its leading-edge technology, the system will 
draw on its proprietary automated lamb boning system. This utilises x-ray technology to scan each 
carcass and generate a 3D map of the bones within, providing the correct height and angle 
measurements to accurately cut, therefore improving quality and yield. The repetitive accuracy is far 
greater than human capabilities and will increase the capacity with reduced operating costs.  

With the anticipated launch in 2023, this revolutionary beef boning system is being developed for 
the Australian industry, which makes up almost 4 per cent of the total global beef industry. The 
system will be scalable to service the wider global beef processing industry, including the United 
States, in close succession. The United States is the world’s largest producer of beef, accounting for 
just over 20 per cent of the total global industry. 



 
 

“Based on these figures alone, this technology has huge potential globally. Following a successful 
launch in Australia, there’s an opportunity for Scott to deploy the system into the US$60 billion beef 
industry in the United States and beyond. We look forward to exploring this further with our global 
partners,” says Mr Kippenberger. 

Scott Technology is a global organisation with operations in 12 countries and offers a wide range of 
automated and semi-automated solutions with a focus on five key industries: meat processing, 
mining laboratory automation, appliance manufacturing, materials handling and industrial 
automation. The smart automation and robotics organisation designs market-leading technology to 
transform industries, replacing dangerous, dirty and repetitive manual processes with cost-effective, 
productive and safe automation. 
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For more information, visit www.scottautomation.com or contact:  

John Kippenberger      Hinemoana Douglas 
Chief Executive Officer, Scott Technology   Porter Novelli 
T: +64 21 964 045      T: +64 21 130 0179 
E: j.kippenberger@scottautomation.com  E: hinemoanad@porternovelli.kiwi 
 

About Scott Technology 

Scott delivers smart automation and robotic solutions that transform industries by making 
businesses safer, more productive and more efficient. Our diverse capability makes us the first 
choice for hundreds of the world’s leading brands. With design and build operations across 
Australasia, China, Europe and America and over 100 years of engineering excellence, Scott is the 
global expert in automation. 

www.scottautomation.com  
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