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Media/ASX and NZX Release  
12 December 2024 

SPOTLESS TO DEFEND ACCC LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

 
Downer EDI Limited (Downer) categorically denies the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s 
(ACCC) allegations of historical contraventions of Australia’s competition law and will vigorously defend any 
proceedings.  
 
The ACCC has today informed Downer it has commenced civil proceedings relating to allegations 
concerning estate maintenance services (Services) provided to the Department of Defence by a Downer 
subsidiary, Spotless Facility Services Pty Ltd (Spotless), and two other organisations (BGIS and Ventia) 
appointed to provide the Services in different regions. The conduct is alleged by the ACCC as occurring in 
2019 and 2020.  
 
Downer sought to engage with the ACCC in its confidential investigation and thoroughly considered the 
matters raised by the ACCC. Downer is of the view that neither Spotless nor the two Spotless employees 
referred to by the ACCC engaged in unlawful conduct.  
 
Downer is committed to acting in accordance with the standards that have underpinned the long-standing, 
trusted relationship it has with Defence. Downer is among the few remaining large Australian providers to 
Defence. It has been providing sustainment, infrastructure and estate services to Defence for more than 80 
years and is proud of the role it plays in supporting Defence capability and local industry participation and 
employment.  
 
Downer takes compliance with its regulatory obligations very seriously, and is confident it has a robust 
governance framework in place to manage risk and support compliance with Australian competition law by 
its employees and subcontractors.   
 
“Downer is committed to best practice governance and risk management and continues to invest heavily in 
its compliance systems and processes,” Downer Chief Executive Officer, Peter Tompkins, said.  
 
 
 
Authorised for release by Downer’s Chief Executive Officer, Peter Tompkins. 
 
About Downer 
Downer is the leading provider of integrated services in Australia and New Zealand. It exists to enable 
communities to thrive, delivering essential infrastructure services that improve the lives of millions of people 
every day, while leaving a lasting legacy for future generations. Downer is one of Australia and New 
Zealand’s largest employers, with a workforce of more than 31,000 people who are united by a high-
performance culture, called ‘The Downer Difference’. Downer operates in sectors that are closely connected 
to the investment that is being driven by population growth, urbanisation, national security, and 
decarbonisation – including roads, rail, ports and airports, power, gas, water, telecommunications, health, 
education, defence, and other government sectors.  
 
For more information visit downergroup.com. 
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For further information please contact: 
Media: Mitchell Dale, General Manager Corporate Affairs     +61 448 362 198 
Investors: Mel Buffier, Group Head of Investor Relations      +61 411 622 899 
Treasury: Nick Followes, Group Treasurer      +61 458 262 566 
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