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QUARTERLY ACTIVITIES REPORT – 30 JUNE 2013 

Summary 

Sphere Minerals Limited (Sphere) has made good progress on developing its three major resource areas in 

the Quarter, with successful resource and water exploration programmes.  It is anticipated that the drilling 

work will cease in Q3 2013, and the focus in country will shift to sample processing and resource modelling 

work, project approvals and commercial agreements. 

 

Guelb el Aouj Iron Ore Project (Sphere 50%; SNIM 50%) 

The El Aouj Pre-Feasibility Study (PFS) has progressed during the Quarter with geology, mining, 

geotechnical and metallurgical test work activities continuing.  Engineering studies have progressed and 

critical data is being compiled in preparation for the options analysis phase of the study. 

 

To support the El Aouj East PFS, a total of 9,782 metres was drilled during the Quarter (876 metres of 

reverse circulation (RC) and 8,906 metres of diamond core (DC)).  Drilling is progressing well and a total of 

91,813 metres (48,690 metres of RC and 43,123 metres of DC) has been completed of the planned 93,000 

metre program.  Sphere is managing the drilling on behalf of the two joint venture partners under a 

contract with the El Aouj Mining Company (EMC). 

 

El Aouj East  

• A Geotech drilling program of approximately 3,800 metres has been completed.  All boreholes 

have been surveyed with the Acoustic Televiewer (ATV) and data processing is in progress.  

• Interim resource estimations on part of the deposit to satisfy the PFS requirements are in progress.  

 

El Aouj Centre 

• A total of 21,260 metres (10,897 metres of RC and 10,363 metres of DC) has been drilled to date.  

 

Tintekrate  

• All drilling has been completed and the total drilling for the project was 20,852 metres (14,468 

metres of RC and 6,384 metres of DC).  Progress for the Quarter was 194 metres of DC drilling. 

• All samples have been processed in the laboratory and validations completed. 

• The database has been submitted for resource estimations. 



 

Figure 1: Drill location map of the el Aouj Centre deposit.

 

Askaf Iron Ore Project (Sphere 90%)

 

Askaf North 

• The Feasibility Study for a sinter fines blend (SFB) magnetite concentrate operation has continued 

as we further define the engineering for capital construction estimation purposes.  

• Negotiations have continued with Societe Nationale Industrielle et Miniere (
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Feasibility Study for a sinter fines blend (SFB) magnetite concentrate operation has continued 

as we further define the engineering for capital construction estimation purposes.   

Negotiations have continued with Societe Nationale Industrielle et Miniere (SNIM) on the Rail and 

Port Agreement to transport the product from the mine site and load it onto ships at the Port of 

Economic Impact Assessment (ESIA) report for 

submitted to the Government of Mauritania to gain 

The report is undergoing Ministerial 

The ESIA includes a description of 

line conditions against which detailed consideration of potential impacts upon surface 

and groundwater, air, noise, soils and land use, ecology and biodiversity, socio-economics, 



 

Page 3 of 3 

archaeology and cultural heritage, landscape and traffic are outlined.  In consideration of the 

potential impacts, the ESIA study involved undertaking detailed baseline surveys to establish the 

baseline conditions and meetings and consultation with communities.  The key findings of the 

ESIA relate to groundwater, archaeological and socio-economic effects. 

 

Askaf Centre, East and Western Guelbs 

• The current drilling program at the Askaf Centre, East and Western deposits has been completed 

and samples are planned to be processed in Q4 2013.  

 

Water Exploration Program 

• A water exploration program is in progress on the water exploration tenements granted to Sphere 

in 2012. 

• An airborne Electro-Magnetic (EM) survey has been completed and the results of the survey were 

used to locate areas of water potential. 

• A ground resistivity survey followed and a number of potential drill targets were identified. 

• Drilling for water bearing aquifers is in progress and to date eighteen holes have been completed.  

The current program is to drill approximately twenty four exploration boreholes and to prepare up 

to five boreholes as production holes for pump test purposes.  

• A water exploitation permit has been applied for in view of the encouraging drill results.  

 

Lebtheinia Iron Ore Project (Sphere 100%) 

 

• Concept study work for the development of the Lebtheinia resource continues. 

 

 

Competent Person’s’ Statement 

The Competent Person responsible for the geological interpretation (wireframe model), and the drill hole dataset used 

in the resource estimation of the Askaf North Magnetite Deposit is Dr Schalk van der Merwe, the fulltime 

Exploration Manager of Sphere Minerals Limited.  Dr van der Merwe is a member of a Recognised Overseas 

Professional Organisation (ROPO), the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professionals (SACNASP).  Dr 

van der Merwe has sufficient experience that is relevant to the styles of mineralisation and type of deposits under 

consideration and to the activity being undertaking to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 Edition of 

the ‘Australasian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’.  Dr van der 

Merwe consents to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on his information in the form and context in 

which it appears. 
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