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This Investor Information Booklet is issued by Spark 
Infrastructure Group. Spark Infrastructure Group 
comprises Spark Infrastructure Trust (ARSN 116 870 
725) (Spark Trust), Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 
1 Limited (ABN 14 116 940 786) (Spark Holdings 
1), Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 2 Limited (ABN 
16 116 940 795) (Spark Holdings 2) and Spark 
Infrastructure Holdings International Limited (ARBN 
117 034 492) (Spark International) (collectively Spark 
Infrastructure and each a Stapled Entity). Spark 
Infrastructure RE Limited (ABN 36 114 940 984) (Spark 
RE) is the responsible entity of Spark Trust. Spark 
Infrastructure Management Limited (ABN 84 114 940 
304) (the Manager) is the manager of each of Spark 
Trust, Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark 
International.

This Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form are important and 
require your immediate attention. You should read these 
documents carefully and in their entirety before deciding 
whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer. 

In particular, you should consider the risk factors 
outlined in Sections 1.4 and 12 of this Investor 
Information Booklet for further detail. You should also 
consider the tax implications outlined in Section 10 
of this Investor Information Booklet. The potential 
tax effects of the Entitlement Offer will vary between 
investors. All investors should satisfy themselves of 
any possible tax consequences by consulting their own 
professional tax adviser before deciding whether or not 
to participate in the Entitlement Offer.

This is not a prospectus or product disclosure 
statement

The Entitlement Offer complies with the requirements 
of sections 708AA and 1012DAA of the Corporations 
Act as notionally modified by ASIC Class Order 08/35 
and ASIC relief sought. Neither this Investor Information 
Booklet nor the accompanying Entitlement and 
Acceptance Form are required to be lodged or registered 
with ASIC and they are not a prospectus or product 
disclosure statement or other offering document that 
has been prepared to be lodged with a regulatory body 
under Australian law or under any other law. Accordingly, 
these documents do not contain all of the information 
which a prospective investor may require to make an 
investment decision. They do not, and are not required 
to, contain all of the information which would otherwise 
be required to be disclosed in a prospectus, product 
disclosure statement or other offering document. 

No cooling-off rights

Cooling-off rights do not apply to a subscription for New 
Securities under the Entitlement Offer. This means that 
you cannot withdraw your Application once it has been 
accepted.

Responsibility for information

This Investor Information Booklet has been prepared by 
Spark RE (as responsible entity of Spark Trust), Spark 
Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International 
based on information available to them. The information 
in this Investor Information Booklet remains subject to 
change without notice. Spark Infrastructure reserves 
the right to withdraw or vary the timetable without 
notice. To the maximum extent permitted by law, 
Spark Infrastructure, the Joint Lead Managers and 
their respective affiliates, officers, employees, agents, 
advisers and intermediaries disclaim all liability that may 
otherwise arise due to any information contained in this 
Investor Information Booklet being inaccurate or due to 
information being omitted from this Investor Information 
Booklet, whether by way of negligence or otherwise 
and no representation or warranty, express or implied, 
is made as to the fairness, accuracy, completeness or 
correctness of any information, opinions and conclusions 
contained in this Investor Information Booklet.

The historical information in this Investor Information 
Booklet is, or is based upon, information that has been 
released to the market. It should be read in conjunction 
with Spark Infrastructure’s other periodic and continuous 
disclosure announcements including the Spark 
Infrastructure results for the half year ended 30 June 
2010 lodged with the ASX Limited (ASX) on 23 August 
2010 and announcements to the ASX.

A copy of this Investor Information Booklet will be lodged 
with the ASX. Neither the ASX nor any of its officers 
takes any responsibility for the contents of this Investor 
Information Booklet.

An investment in Spark Infrastructure is subject to 
investment risk including possible loss of income and 
principal invested. Please see the risk factors in Sections 
1.4 and 12 of this Investor Information Booklet for 
further details.

The pro-forma historical financial information provided 
in this Investor Information Booklet is for illustrative 
purposes only and is not represented as being indicative 
of Spark Infrastructure’s views on its future financial 
position and/or performance. Similarly, investors should 
note that past performance provides no guidance as to 
future performance of Spark Infrastructure Securities.

None of the Joint Lead Managers, nor any of their 
respective affiliates, officers, employees, agents, 
advisers and intermediaries, nor Spark Infrastructure’s 
advisers nor any other person named in this Investor 
Information Booklet other than Spark Infrastructure, have 
authorised or caused the issue, submission, despatch or 
provision of this Investor Information Booklet and, except 
as outlined below, none of them makes or purports to 
make any statement in this Investor Information Booklet 
and there is no statement in this Investor Information 
Booklet which is based on any statement by any of 
them.

Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited (the 
Independent Expert) has provided and is responsible for 
the information contained in the Independent Expert’s 
Report. Neither Spark Infrastructure nor any of its 
officers, employees, agents, advisers or intermediaries 
assumes any responsibility for the accuracy or 
completeness of the information contained in the 
Independent Expert’s Report which accompanies this 
Investor Information Booklet.

Neither Spark Infrastructure nor any of its controlled 
entities nor any other person warrants or guarantees the 
future performance of Spark Infrastructure or any return 
on any investment made under this Investor Information 
Booklet.

Currency and date of information

Unless otherwise stated, all numbers in this Investor 
Information Booklet and the accompanying Entitlement 
and Acceptance Form are in Australian dollars and 
financial data is presented as at 30 June 2010 unless 
otherwise stated. Spark Infrastructure does not give any 
undertaking or representation that information in this 
Investor Information Booklet will be updated, except to 
the minimum extent required by law.

Disclosures regarding forward-looking 
statements

This Investor Information Booklet contains forward-
looking statements. Forward-looking statements 
include those containing such words as ‘anticipate’, 
‘estimates’, ‘should’, ‘could’, ‘may’, ‘will’, ‘expects’, 
‘plans’, or similar expressions. Indications of and 
guidance or outlook on future revenues, distributions or 
financial position and performance or return or growth 
in underlying investments are also forward-looking 
statements. These forward-looking statements are 
not guarantees or predictions of future performance, 
and involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties 
and other factors, many of which are beyond Spark 
Infrastructure’s control, and may involve elements of 
subjective judgment and assumptions as to future 
events which may or may not be correct and which 
may cause actual results to differ materially from those 
expressed in the statements contained in this Investor 
Information Booklet. You should not place undue reliance 
on these forward-looking statements having regard to 
the fact that the outcome may not be achieved. These 
forward-looking statements are based on information 
available to Spark Infrastructure as of the date of this 
Investor Information Booklet. 

Other general matters

Please see the Additional Information (included in 
Section 13 of this Investor Information Booklet) for other 
important notices, disclaimers and acknowledgements.

Where a contract or other document is referred to in 
this Investor Information Booklet it is not incorporated by 
reference unless expressly referred to otherwise in this 
Investor Information Booklet.

Please see the inside back cover of this Investor 
Information Booklet for important Eligible Retail 
Securityholder declarations in relation to the Entitlement 
Offer.

Foreign Investors

No action has been taken to register the Entitlement 
Offer or otherwise permit a public offering of securities 
outside Australia and New Zealand. This Investor 
Information Booklet and the Entitlement and Acceptance 
Form do not constitute an offer of securities for sale, or 
the solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities in the 
United States or to, or for the account or benefit of, any 
“U.S. person” (as defined in Regulation S under the U.S. 
Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the Securities Act)) 
(each a US Person). Neither this Investor Information 
Booklet nor the Entitlement and Acceptance Form may 
be distributed to, or relied upon by, persons in the United 
States or who are, or are acting for the account or 
benefit of, US Persons. 

Neither the Entitlements nor New Securities offered in 
the Entitlement Offer have been, or will be, registered 
under the Securities Act or the securities laws of 
any state or other jurisdiction of the United States. In 
addition, none of the Stapled Entities have been, or 
will be, registered under the U.S. Investment Company 
Act of 1940, as amended (the Investment Company 
Act). Accordingly, neither the Entitlements nor the 
New Securities may be offered or sold within the 
United States or to, or for the account or benefit of, 
U.S. Persons, except in each case to persons that are 
reasonably believed to be qualified institutional buyers 
(QIB) (as defined in Rule 144A of the Securities Act) and 
also qualified purchasers (QP) (as defined in Section 2(a)
(51) of the Investment Company Act), in transactions 
exempt from, or not subject to, the registration 
requirements of the Securities Act and exempt from the 
registration requirements of the Investment Company 
Act pursuant to Section 3(c)(7) thereof. Outside the 
United States, the Entitlements and the New Securities 
may only be offered and sold to persons that are not 
U.S. Persons and are not acting for the account or 
benefit of U.S. Persons in “offshore transactions” (as 
defined in Regulation S) in compliance with Regulation S 
and the laws of the jurisdiction in which such securities 
are offered and sold.

The New Securities will constitute “restricted securities” 
within the meaning of Rule 144(a)(3) under the 
Securities Act and, for so long as the New Securities 
remain restricted securities, the New Securities may not 
be deposited in any unrestricted American Depositary 
Receipt Facility that Spark Infrastructure may establish.

For foreign selling restrictions, please refer to Annexure C.

ASX Waivers

Spark Infrastructure has obtained in principle waivers 
from the Listing Rules. The in principle waivers, 
amongst other matters, allow Spark Infrastructure to 
ignore, for the purposes of determining those entitled 
to receive Entitlements, transactions occurring after 
the announcement of the trading halt on 22 September 
2010 in Spark Infrastructure’s stapled securities 
(other than registrations of transactions which were 
effected through ITS (Integrated Trading System) before 
the announcement of the trading halt) (post ex-date 
transactions).

Transactions ignored under this provision are to be 
ignored in determining holders and registered holders, 
and holdings and registered holdings, of Spark 
Infrastructure stapled securities as at the Record Date, 
and references to such holders, registered holders, 
holdings and registered holdings are to be read 
accordingly. Therefore, if you have acquired Spark 
Infrastructure stapled securities in a post ex-date 
transaction you will not be entitled to receive an 
Entitlement in respect of those securities.

Date

This Investor Information Booklet is dated  
22 September 2010

important information   
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ELIGIBLE RETAIL SECURITYHOLDER DECLARaTIONS

agree to be bound by the terms of the Entitlement Offer;•	
authorise Spark Infrastructure to register you as the •	
holder of the New Securities allotted to you;

declare that all details and statements in the Entitlement •	
and Acceptance Form are complete and accurate;

declare you are over 18 years of age and have full •	
legal capacity and power to perform all your rights and 
obligations under the Entitlement and Acceptance Form;

acknowledge that once Spark Infrastructure receives the •	
Entitlement and Acceptance Form or any payment of 
Application Monies via BPay®, you may not withdraw it;

agree to apply for the number of New Securities specified •	
in the Entitlement and Acceptance Form, or for which you 
have submitted payment of any Application Monies via 
BPay®, at the Offer Price of $1.00 per New Security;

agree to be issued the number of New Securities that you •	
apply for;

authorise Spark Infrastructure, the Underwriters, the •	
Registry and their respective officers or agents, to do 
anything on your behalf necessary for New Securities to 
be issued to you, including to act on instructions of the 
Registry upon using the contact details set out in the 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form;

declare that you are the current registered holder of Spark •	
Infrastructure stapled securities and are an Australian or 
New Zealand resident that is not a US Person and not 
acting for the account or benefit of a US Person;

acknowledge that the information contained in this •	
Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form is not investment 
advice nor a recommendation that New Securities 
are suitable for you given your investment objectives, 
financial situation or particular needs, and is not a 
product disclosure statement, does not contain all of 
the information that you may require in order to assess 
an investment in Spark Infrastructure and is given in 
the context of Spark Infrastructure’s past and ongoing 
continuous disclosure announcements to ASX;

represent and warrant that the law of any other place •	
does not prohibit you from being given this Investor 
Information Booklet and the accompanying Entitlement 
and Acceptance Form, nor does it prohibit you from 
making an application for New Securities;

acknowledge the statement of risks in Sections 1.4  •	
and 12 and that investments in Spark Infrastructure  
are subject to investment risk;

acknowledge that neither Spark Infrastructure, its directors, •	
officers, employees, agents, consultants nor advisers, nor 
the Underwriters, guarantees the performance of Spark 
Infrastructure, nor do they guarantee the repayment of 
capital from Spark Infrastructure;

represent and warrant (for the benefit of Spark •	
Infrastructure, the Underwriters and their respective 
affiliates) that you are not in the United States and that 
you are not, and you are not acting for the account or 
benefit of, a US Person;

represent and warrant (for the benefit of Spark •	
Infrastructure, the Underwriters and their respective 
affiliates) that you did not receive an invitation to 
participate in the Institutional Entitlement Offer either 
directly or through a nominee, and are otherwise eligible 
to participate in the Entitlement Offer;

understand that the Entitlements and the New Securities •	
have not been, and will not be, registered under the 
Securities Act and in addition, that none of the Stapled 
Entities have been, nor will be, registered under the 
Investment Company Act in reliance on an exception 
thereunder and accordingly New Securities may not 
be offered, sold or resold in the United States, or to or 
for the account or benefit of U.S. Persons, except in a 
transaction exempt from, or not subject to, registration 
under the Securities Act, the Investment Company Act 
and any other applicable securities laws;

agree that, if in the future you decide to sell or otherwise •	
transfer your New Securities, you will only do so in regular 
way transactions on the ASX, conducted where neither 
you nor any person acting on your behalf knows, or has a 
reason to know, that the sale has been pre-arranged with, 
or that the purchaser is, a person in the United States 
or a U.S. Person or a person acting on behalf of such a 
person;

agree that you have not purchased the Entitlements or •	
the New Securities as a result of any “directed selling 
efforts” (within the meaning of rule 902(c) under the 
Securities Act);

agree that you are not engaged in the business of •	
distributing securities or, if you are, you agree that you 
will not offer or sell in the United States or to, or for the 
account or benefit of, U.S. Persons (i) any Entitlements 
at any time, (ii) any New Securities (a) you acquire in the 
Entitlement Offer at any time or (b) you acquire other 
than in the Entitlement Offer until 40 days after the 
Final Allotment Date, except in a transaction exempt 
from the registration requirements of the Securities Act 
pursuant to Regulation S thereunder. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, you may sell the New Securities in regular 
way transactions on the ASX where neither you nor any 
person acting on your behalf knows, or has a reason to 
know, that the sale has been pre-arranged with, or that 
the purchaser is, a person in the United States or a U.S. 
Person or a person acting on behalf of such a person;

agree not to send this Investor Information Booklet, the •	
Entitlement and Acceptance Form or any other material 
relating to the Entitlement Offer to any other person in the 
United States or that is, or is acting for the account or 
benefit of, a US Person; and

agree to provide (and direct your nominee or custodian to •	
provide) any requested substantiation of your eligibility to 
participate in the Entitlement Offer and/or of your holding 
of Securities on the Record Date.

IMPORTANT:
If you make an Application - you will be taken to make the declarations to Spark Infrastructure that you:

Eligible Retail Securityholder 
declarations



1CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

chairman’s letter 
Spark infrastructure

Dear Securityholder,

On behalf of the boards of directors of Spark Infrastructure, I am pleased to invite Eligible 
Securityholders to participate in a 2 for 7 entitlement offer of new stapled securities in  
Spark Infrastructure, intended to raise approximately $295 million of new capital, at an offer  
price of $1.00 per New Security (the Entitlement Offer).

The Asset Companies in which Spark Infrastructure holds a 49% interest, CitiPower and Powercor 
and ETSA Utilities, are entering an exciting period of growth. The Australian Energy Regulator (AER) 
has approved capital expenditure over the next five years that will drive increased growth in the 
Regulatory Asset Bases of the Asset Companies. Correspondingly increased revenues of the Asset 
Companies have also been approved by the regulator. 

Spark Infrastructure will use the funds raised from this offer, in part, to help fund these capital 
expenditure requirements. Funding of this capital expenditure in line with AER’s assumptions1 
will lead to long term growth in Spark Infrastructure’s equity investment in the Asset Companies’ 
Regulatory Asset Bases, in which Securityholders are expected to indirectly benefit via their 
investment in Spark Infrastructure.

Spark Infrastructure’s Strategic Review, announced on 26 February 2010, was designed to prepare 
and position Spark Infrastructure to take advantage of these growth opportunities. The Independent 
Directors evaluated a number of options in relation to its capital structure, ownership structure and 
future funding needs aimed at maximising Securityholder value. 

As a result of the Strategic Review, I am pleased to announce a repositioning of Spark Infrastructure. 
This will be made up of the Entitlement Offer and subsequently (subject to Securityholder, 
regulatory and Court approvals), a restructure of Spark Infrastructure (the Restructure, and  
combined with the Entitlement Offer the Repositioning). 

The three objectives of the Repositioning are:

•	 To strengthen Spark Infrastructure’s balance sheet and increase Spark Infrastructure’s  
financial flexibility to fund growth capital expenditure requirements. Initially this will be  
achieved through repayment of $200 million of Spark Infrastructure corporate debt which  
follows on from the successful refinancing of Spark Infrastructure’s $250 million facility  
announced on 13 September 20102;

•	 To realign Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest obligations with cashflows expected  
to be available from our Asset Companies; and

•	 To simplify Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure. 

1	 AER assumes 60% debt funding of regulated capital expenditure.

2	 The $250 million facility has been drawn to repay a $225 million debt maturity which was to fall due in December 2010 and provides 	
for an undrawn committed facility amount of $25 million.
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A shift to DISTRIBUTION yield and long term capital growth

Spark Infrastructure is shifting from a yield focused security to an investment offering distribution 
yield and capital growth in Spark Infrastructure’s equity investment in the Asset Companies’ 
Regulatory Asset Bases. The Asset Companies generate higher operating cash flows from the 
investment in growth capital expenditure over the longer term because it is added to the Regulatory 
Asset Bases of the Asset Companies.

Proceeds from the Entitlement Offer will be used, in part, to help fund near term capital expenditure 
requirements in the Asset Companies which, in accordance with the regulatory regime, receives the 
full regulatory return from the time it is invested and is added to the Regulatory Asset Bases of the 
Asset Companies, in turn growing future revenues.

Directors announce distribution guidancE1 

The Directors have announced distribution guidance for the second half of 2010 of around 5.6 cents 
per Security. The distribution will be payable in March 2011.  

The Directors have also provided distribution guidance for the 2011 year of 9.11 cents per Security 
comprising 7.0 cents Loan Note interest and 2.11 cents return of capital:

•	 An interim distribution of 4.50 cents per Security for the first half, reflecting an annualised rate  
of 9.0 cents per Security; and

•	 A final distribution of 4.61 cents per Security for the second half, reflecting annualised growth  
of 2.5% from the first half distribution.

If the Restructure proceeds, distributions in accordance with the guidance will satisfy the post 
Restructure interest obligations on the Loan Notes. If the Restructure does not proceed, the 
distribution is likely to comprise Loan Note interest only and there may be a Deferral of the balance 
of the interest for the relevant period (refer to Sections 1.2, 1.4 and 12.2 for further details on 
consequences and risks and disadvantages of a potential Deferral).

Additionally, the Regulatory Asset Base of the Asset Companies is expected to grow by 6.9%-9.2%2 
per annum over their next five year regulatory periods, based on:

•	 The AER’s final determination for ETSA Utilities; 

•	 The AER’s draft determinations for CitiPower and Powercor (and submissions in response); and

•	 Inclusion of approved capital expenditure for Advanced Metering Infrastructure assets.

After the Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure does not expect to raise further Securityholder 
funds to fund expected growth capital expenditure in the Asset Companies for at least three years, 
except for the expected reactivation of its distribution reinvestment plan (DRP).

As noted above, Spark Infrastructure announced on 13 September 2010 that it had successfully 
syndicated its new $250 million debt facility package. This new facility will be used to repay Spark 
Infrastructure’s existing $225 million debt maturity due in December 2010, and comprises a 3-year 

1	 This information is guidance and not a forecast. Actual distributions may vary. This distribution guidance has been prepared by Spark 
Infrastructure. It is not certain that this level of distributions will be achieved. Investors should carefully read Section 11 which sets out the 
key assumptions on which the distribution guidance is based, Section 1.3 concerning Repositioning outcomes, and Section 1.4 and 
Section 12 which detail risk factors. The current Loan Note interest obligation is 13.56 cents per Security per annum.

2	 6.9% is based on the draft determinations for CitiPower and Powercor. 9.2% is based on submissions in response to the draft deter-
minations for CitiPower and Powercor. Each figure is based on the final ETSA determination. Regulatory determinations and submis-
sions are available at aer.

chairman’s letter continued
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revolving facility of $165 million and a 4-year term loan of $85 million. Following repayment of  
Spark Infrastructure’s remaining debt maturity due in June 2011 from the proceeds of the 
Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure will have no debt maturities until September 2013. This builds 
on the actions taken previously to reduce Spark Infrastructure’s corporate gearing and increases its 
financial flexibility for the future.

What the Entitlement Offer comprises

The Entitlement Offer comprises a non-renounceable offer to both Eligible Institutional 
Securityholders and Eligible Retail Securityholders. Both components of the offer have been  
fully underwritten by Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch.

The Offer Price of $1.00 per New Security is the same for both components of the offer, and 
represents a discount of 12.7% to the closing price of Spark Infrastructure’s securities on  
21 September 2010 and a discount of 10.1% to the theoretical ex-rights price.

The proceeds from the Entitlement Offer will be used to:

•	 Partially fund near term equity investment in growth capital expenditure requirements of the 
Asset Companies; 

•	 Reduce debt at the Spark Infrastructure corporate level; and

•	 Pay transaction costs.

Securityholders will vote on the Restructure

Securityholders will be asked to vote on the proposed Restructure at meetings intended to be held 
in late November or early December 2010. Completion of the Entitlement Offer is not conditional on 
the Restructure being approved.

The proposed Restructure involves:

•	 A partial reduction of the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes by approximately  
$0.60 face value per Security, with the amount repaid to be applied to the issue of additional 
Units to Securityholders. Effectively, that portion of the Loan Note principal will be converted 
from debt to equity in Spark Trust. Securityholders will not receive cash. Following the 
Restructure, the Loan Notes will have a face value of $0.65 per Security and will carry a 
correspondingly reduced interest entitlement; and

•	 The simplification of the existing Spark Infrastructure ASX listed security from a five stapled 
security with four issuers to an ASX listed dual stapled security with Spark Trust as the sole  
listed entity. 

Following the Restructure, Securityholders who are eligible to participate will continue to hold 
the same proportionate interest in Spark Infrastructure as immediately prior to the Restructure. 
Separately, the interest rate for the Loan Notes which is due to reset on 30 November 2010 will  
be left unchanged at 10.85% for the next five years.

KEY ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

As announced previously to the market, an important objective of the Strategic Review was to 
assess whether Spark Infrastructure is appropriately valued in the listed market and whether greater 
value could be secured elsewhere. As part of the Strategic Review the Independent Directors 
conducted a thorough market testing process of a range of options, including consideration of full 
and partial sales of Spark Infrastructure and its 49% interests in the Asset Companies.
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Spark Infrastructure received a number of proposals including an indicative proposal for the Spark 
Infrastructure stapled group at a significant premium to current market price. The proposal was 
highly conditional, was subject to the outcome of the AER’s final determination for CitiPower and 
Powercor due on 30 October 2010, and involved a lengthy due diligence process. In the Independent 
Directors’ opinion these matters created significant execution and timing risks which were 
considered unacceptable.

In addition, had the Independent Directors pursued this indicative offer, it would have reduced Spark 
Infrastructure’s options in relation to the restructure of the Loan Notes and simplification of the stapled group. 

Accordingly, after careful consideration, it is the Board’s view that the best available option for 
Securityholders is to proceed with the Repositioning of Spark Infrastructure which is now proposed.

The Boards note that while they are recommending the Entitlement Offer and Restructure to 
Securityholders as the best alternative; in the normal course of deliberations they will consider any 
change of control proposal which is superior to the Restructure which may emerge either before or 
after the Restructure intended to be implemented in December 2010.

Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed 

As part of the Strategic Review, the Independent Board Committee (IBC) considered Internalisation 
of the management function. The conclusions they reached were that at present:

•	 Internalisation does not represent significant financial value for Securityholders; and

•	 The likely costs associated with Internalisation outweigh the disadvantages of the externally 
managed structure.

As a result, after the Repositioning, Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed with  
Spark Infrastructure Management Limited continuing to provide management services. The 
Independent Directors will continue to give consideration to Internalisation of the management 
function in the future subject to suitable commercial conditions. If an Internalisation proposal 
emerges that the Independent Directors consider suitable, they will seek Securityholder approval at 
the appropriate time.

Independent Expert’s Report and directors’ recommendation

The Independent Expert, Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited, has concluded that the proposed 
Restructure is in the best interests of Securityholders. The Directors of Spark Infrastructure have 
indicated that they intend to unanimously recommend that Securityholders vote in favour of the 
Restructure at the Securityholder meetings, subject to there being no change of control proposal 
emerging which is superior to the Restructure and the Independent Expert not changing or 
withdrawing its conclusion.

Conditions to the Restructure

In addition to the Securityholder approvals, the Restructure is subject to a number of conditions 
precedent, including completion of the Entitlement Offer, Court approval and various ASIC and ASX 
waivers and confirmations.

Accordingly, there are a number of potential outcomes for Securityholders depending on which 
initiatives proceed. See Sections 1.3 and 7.8 for further details. The Entitlement Offer is not 
conditional upon the Restructure being implemented or approved by Securityholders.

chairman’s letter continued
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Further Details

This Investor Information Booklet contains important information on the Entitlement Offer and the 
proposed Restructure to assist you in deciding whether to participate in the Entitlement Offer. 

You should read this information carefully and in its entirety before deciding whether to accept the 
Entitlement Offer, including in particular Sections 1, 2, 3 and 12, which contain an overview of the 
Repositioning, Strategic Review, answers to key questions and risk factors which could affect the 
performance of and distributions from Spark Infrastructure or the value of an investment in  
Spark Infrastructure, and the Independent Expert’s Report which is included in Annexure A. 

You should consult your stockbroker, accountant, tax adviser or other independent professional 
adviser to evaluate whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer.

If you have any questions about the Entitlement Offer please call the Spark Infrastructure 
Securityholder Information Line on 1300 608 629 (within Australia) and +61 3 9415 4068 
(outside Australia) before the Final Retail Acceptance Date. 

An investor presentation and media release is available on Spark Infrastructure’s website

Notices of Meeting and an Explanatory Memorandum in relation to the Restructure are intended 
to be sent to Securityholders in late October or early November 2010 following receipt of Court 
approval to convene the required meetings.

On behalf of the Directors, I thank you for your continued support of Spark Infrastructure and 
recommend you consider this investment opportunity. 

Yours sincerely

Stephen Johns 
Chairman
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stable and predictable operating 
environment

secure customer base

high quality 
regulated monopoly 
assets with stable 
cash flows

regulatory regime  
provides built in protections

The Asset Companies in which Spark Infrastructure indirectly holds a 49% interest are entering a period 
of growth arising from a significant increase in regulated capital expenditure. The Australian Energy 
Regulator (AER) has approved capital expenditure over the next five years that will drive growth in the 
Regulatory Asset Base (RAB) of the Asset Companies, along with correspondingly increasing revenues of 
the Asset Companies. An investment in Spark Infrastructure is supported by:

Regulatory  
Asset Base 

(RAB)

Weighted Average 
Cost of Capital 

(WACC)1
Depreciation2 Operating 

expenditure
Tax

Well established, transparent 
regulatory process with resets  
every 5 years; CPI–X3 formula.

x =Regulated tariff Actual volume Actual 
Revenue

x + + + =
Regulated 
revenue 
(target)

÷
Forecast 
volume

Regulated  
tariff=
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The Asset Companies operate in a transparent, stable and well-established 
regulatory regime with recent decisions providing medium term revenue 
predictability.

Five year regulatory review timeline provides predictable, inflation-linked 
stable cash flows with the potential to capture outperformance over regulatory 
determinations (five years to 30 June 2015 for ETSA Utilities and five years to  
31 December 2015 for CitiPower and Powercor). Over 70% of revenues were 
generated by regulated activities in 2009.

The Asset Companies deliver an essential service to approximately 1.8 million 
customers in Victoria and South Australia with a large proportion of revenue 
generated from the diverse residential sector.

The diagram to the left illustrates the “Building block system” provided by the Australian Energy Regulator.  
The Asset Companies operate in a transparent regulatory regime wherein both the Regulatory Asset Base and 
revenues are inflation protected.

1	 Based on 10 yr Commonwealth Treasury Note. Includes both an equity premium and a debt premium (BBB+/Baa1).
2	 Depreciation based on regulated economic life of assets.
3	 X factor is currently +1.1 in Victoria (2005-10), and -5.75 in South Australia (2010-15) - a negative X factor results in an increase in prices above CPI.
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Regulated revenues are further 
supplemented by unregulated 
business activity

Capital expenditure provides 
growth in Asset Company 
Regulatory Asset Base (RAB) 
and revenues

ASSETS WELL 
POSITIONED  
FOR GROWTH

1	 6.9% is based on the draft determinations for CitiPower and Powercor. 9.2% is based on submissions in response to the draft determina-
tions for CitiPower and Powercor. Each figure is based on the final ETSA determination. Regulatory determinations and submissions are 
available at aer.
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In addition to increasing regulated revenues, Spark Infrastructure’s Asset 
Companies have unregulated business activities, which are partially underpinned 
by long term contracts for the supply of services to other regulated electricity 
companies. 

Increased capital expenditure in the regulatory periods to 2015 will increase the  
RAB and hence increase the regulated revenues generated by the Asset Companies.
• The recent ETSA Utilities regulatory decision has increased capital expenditure by 85% 

over the prior regulatory period.
• AER’s draft decision for CitiPower and Powercor proposes an increase in capital 

expenditure of 12% over the prior regulatory period whilst CitiPower and Powercor’s 
responses to this propose an increase of 114%.

Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) assets, on which CitiPower and Powercor earn 
a regulated return, are expected to grow to over $400 million by the end of the 2015 
regulatory period.

The Regulatory Asset Base of the Asset Companies is expected to grow by 6.9%-9.2%1 
per annum over the next five year regulatory periods, based on:
• The AER’s final determination for ETSA Utilities;
• The AER’s draft determination for CitiPower and Powercor (and submissions in 

response); and
• Inclusion of approved capital expenditure for AMI assets.
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Increasing equity ownership	

Growing revenues 

Attractive valuation

ATTRACTIVE 
INVESTMENT 
METRICS1

1	 For a summary of the key risks and disadvantages of an investment in Spark Infrastructure and the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure  
see Sections 1.4 and 12. 

ASX listed vehicle with  
good sector weighting	
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As the Asset Companies have indicated a desire to retain cash from operations to 
contribute to the funding of growth capital expenditure in the coming regulatory 
period, Spark Infrastructure should benefit from an increased equity investment in 
the Asset Companies’ RAB.
As an example of this, if the Asset Companies’ net growth in RAB is assumed to 
be funded with 60% debt (as per AER’s assumptions) Spark Infrastructure’s look-
through net debt/RAB would reduce by over 5% and Spark Infrastructure’s equity 
investment in the Asset Companies’ RAB would grow by 14-18% per annum over 
their next five year regulatory periods.

Spark Infrastructure expects the Asset Companies will have attractive near-term 
growth in revenues because of the expected growth in RAB.

Investors will be investing at an implied look-through EV / RAB of 0.91x and look-
through EV / EBITDA of 6.2x1.

1	 EV: Enterprise Value is calculated as market value of Spark Infrastructure plus net debt, as defined in the Glossary, EBITDA: Earnings 
before interest, taxation, depreciation and amortisation, RAB: Regulatory Asset Base. EV/RAB uses Enterprise Value adjusted by the 
proportion of regulated revenues as to total revenues. 

Spark Infrastructure is one of the largest infrastructure entities listed on the 
Australian Securities Exchange and is currently included in both the S&P/ASX 100 
and S&P/ASX 200 indices.
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ASSET COMPANIES

SPARK INFRASTRUCTURE

STRONG 
MANAGEMENT
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Spark Infrastructure’s management team has extensive experience in the 
infrastructure industry including management of assets in the existing portfolio  
and identification of external investment opportunities.

ETSA Utilities, CitiPower and Powercor management teams each have extensive 
experience and a demonstrated track record in delivering strong financial and 
operational performance. Their strategy focuses on asset management, safety, 
productivity, customer service, asset management and a high performing 
workforce, which will provide a framework for continuing improved performance.

Mr Robert Stobbe, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

Robert was announced as the new CEO of ETSA Utilities 
on 27 August 2009 and commenced on 1 March 2010. 
He was previously the CEO of TransAdelaide after having 
served as the inaugural CEO of Spark Infrastructure. 
Robert was also previously Chief Financial Officer of 
ETSA Utilities, CitiPower and Powercor

The CFO and General Managers of Demand & Network 
Management, Regulation & Company Secretary, and 
Corporate Services have each been with ETSA Utilities 
for over 20 years.

Mr Shane Breheny, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

Shane has been with Powercor and CitiPower for more 
than 13 years and prior to his appointment as CEO in 
2003 he was the CFO. He was the inaugural Managing 
Director of CitiPower. He has over 30 years of experience 
in the electricity and telecommunications sectors and is a 
qualified accountant.

The CFO and General Managers of Electricity Networks, 
Customer Services, Network Services, Advanced 
Metering and Company Secretary and Legal Services have 
each been in the electricity industry for over 15 years.

Ms Laura Reed, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

Laura was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Spark 
Infrastructure in September 2008 following her role as 
Chief Financial Officer since February 2007

Laura has over 20 years experience working in various 
financial and commercial roles in the gas industry. Prior 
to joining Spark Infrastructure, Laura spent nine years at 
ASX listed gas distribution business Envestra Limited in a 
number of senior financial roles, most recently as CFO

Mr Rick Francis, Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Rick has 25 years experience in accounting and finance 
in Australia and the UK and was appointed Chief Financial 
Officer of Spark Infrastructure in February 2009

Immediately prior to this role, Rick was Chief Financial 
Officer of APA Group, an ASX listed gas and electricity 
transmission and distribution business for three and 
a half years. Rick has also held senior management 
positions at Origin Energy, an ASX listed energy company 
for over 8 years



Spark infrastructure information booklet14

ENTITLEMENT OFFER 
TIMETABLE 1 2

Institutional Entitlement Offer 22 to 23 September 2010

Record Date for the Entitlement Offer 7:00pm (Sydney time)  
27 September 2010

Retail Entitlement Offer opens 30 September 2010

Last date for Eligible Retail Securityholders to lodge an Application 
to be allotted New Securities at the same time as Eligible Institutional 
Securityholders under the Institutional Entitlement Offer (Initial Retail 
Acceptance Date)

5:00pm (Sydney time),  
6 October 2010

Settlement of applications under the Institutional Entitlement Offer 
and under the Retail Entitlement Offer for which valid Applications 
have been received by Initial Retail Acceptance Date

8 October 2010

Allotment of New Securities issued under the Institutional  
Entitlement Offer and under the Retail Entitlement Offer for  
which valid Applications have been received by Initial Retail  
Acceptance Date (Initial Allotment Date)

11 October 2010

Expected date for trading of New Securities allotted under the  
Initial Allotment

11 October 2010

Despatch of holding statements in relation to Initial Allotment 11 October 2010

Retail Entitlement Offer closes (Final Retail Acceptance Date) 5:00pm (Sydney time)  
21 October 2010

Final settlement of New Securities under the Retail Entitlement  
Offer not already allotted under the Initial Allotment

28 October 2010

Final allotment of New Securities under the Retail Entitlement Offer 
not already allotted under Initial Allotment (Final Allotment Date)

29 October 2010

Expected date for trading of New Securities allotted under the  
Final Allotment

1 November 2010

Despatch of holding statements in relation to Final Allotment 1 November 2010

 

1	 This timetable is indicative only and subject to change without notice. All times are Sydney time. The commencement of quotation 
of New Securities is subject to confirmation from ASX. Spark Infrastructure, in conjunction with the Underwriters and subject to the 
Corporations Act, Listing Rules and other applicable laws, reserves the right to amend this timetable, at any time and without notice 
including extending the Entitlement Offer or accepting late applications, either generally or in particular cases, or to withdraw the  
Entitlement Offer without prior notice. No cooling off rights apply to applications submitted under the Entitlement Offer.

2	 An Underwriter has some discretion to defer its settlement obligations for the shortfall New Securities by up to two weeks in relation to 
the Institutional Entitlement Offer and up to four weeks in relation to the Retail Entitlement Offer. An Underwriter may choose to further 
defer the take up of New Securities by up to six months after the deferred settlement date, but not the payment in respect of these 
New Securities. Please refer to Section 13.2 for further details.
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what should you do?

1. 	 Read this Investor Information Booklet and seek advice as appropriate
This Investor Information Booklet contains important information about the Entitlement Offer and the subsequent 
Restructure. You should read it carefully and in its entirety before deciding whether or not to participate in the 
Entitlement Offer. 

If you are in doubt as to the course you should follow, you should seek appropriate professional advice before  
making an investment decision.

2. 	 DECIDe what you want to do
If you are an Eligible Institutional Securityholder you should contact the Joint Lead Managers for instructions as to 
how to participate in the Institutional Entitlement Offer.

If you are an Eligible Retail Securityholder you may subscribe for all, some or none of your Entitlement and you  
may apply for additional New Securities in excess of your Entitlement (see Sections 4 and 5 for further details).

Eligible Retail Securityholders who do not participate in the Retail Entitlement Offer and Ineligible Securityholders 
will have their percentage holding in Spark Infrastructure reduced. Any portion of your Entitlement which you do not 
subscribe for will lapse. Eligible Retail Securityholders who apply for their full Entitlement will see their percentage 
holding in Spark Infrastructure remain the same.

Entitlements cannot be traded or otherwise transferred on the ASX or any other exchange or privately.

New Securities representing Entitlements not taken up will be offered to Eligible Securityholders who apply for  
New Securities in excess of their Entitlement, or will be subscribed for by the Joint Lead Managers (or certain  
Institutional Investors) under the terms of the Underwriting Agreement. See Section 13 for further details in relation 
to the Underwriting Agreement including termination events.

3. 	 APply for new securities
To participate in the Retail Entitlement Offer, you must have applied for New Securities before 5:00pm on  
21 October 2010, otherwise your rights under the Entitlement Offer will lapse. 

Eligible Retail Securityholders who choose to apply, with full payment of all Application Monies before the Initial 
Retail Acceptance Date will be issued New Securities at the same time as Eligible Institutional Securityholders par-
ticipating in the Institutional Entitlement Offer (see Sections 4, 5 and the accompanying Entitlement and  
Acceptance Form for further details).

4. 	 Questions
If you have any questions relating to the Entitlement Offer, please contact the Spark Infrastructure Securityholder 
Information Line on 1300 608 629 (within Australia) and +61 3 9415 4068 (outside Australia) before the Final Retail 
Acceptance Date. 
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In April 2010, ASIC released its consultation paper (CP 134) which outlines a number of suggested disclosures that 
should be made in relation to infrastructure entities in a disclosure document with the aim of improving disclosure 
for retail investors. Although CP 134 is only draft ASIC policy and this Investor Information Booklet is not a disclosure 
document as it is neither a prospectus nor a product disclosure statement under the Corporations Act, Spark 
Infrastructure has had regard to the disclosures outlined in CP 134. 

Where suggested disclosure areas are considered relevant to the Repositioning initiatives and appropriate for 
inclusion (for example, where the existing arrangements previously disclosed are changing or are referred to in this 
document), Spark Infrastructure has provided disclosure on those topics in this Investor Information Booklet.

Where the suggested disclosure areas relate to other matters of a more general application, Spark Infrastructure 
has referred to where the information is available. In this regard, it is noted that the Stapled Entities are “disclosing 
entities” under the Corporations Act (see Section 13.5 for further details). As such, Spark Infrastructure has already 
provided disclosure of some of the key disclosure areas suggested in CP 134 through its prospectus and product 
disclosure statement dated 18 November 2005 (the IPO Document) and other periodic and continuous disclosure 
announcements lodged with the ASX and made available at asx (together, the Prior Disclosure). 

The table below outlines disclosure areas suggested in CP 134 and the most relevant part of this Investor Information 
Booklet or the Prior Disclosure in which they can be found.

In addition, the IPO Document contains (in section 14 of that document) summaries of the material contracts entered 
into by Spark Infrastructure including the Constituent Documents for the entities (in particular, the Loan Note Trust 
Deed and the Constitution for the Spark Trust), the Management Agreement and the Asset Company Agreements.

additional disclosures relating to 
infrastructure entities - ASIC CP 134

Disclosure area Summary of disclosure area Section Prior Disclosure 
section

Corporate structure 
and management

Spark Infrastructure’s ownership 
structure, management team, 
governance arrangements, 
independence of directors policy and 
related party policies

Investment Highlights 
(page 13), Sections 2.6, 
2.7, 7.2 and 7.4

Annual Report 2009

Sections 8.6.2 and 
14.6.1 of IPO Document

Funding Spark Infrastructure’s policy in relation 
to borrowing and hedging

Section 8 Spark Infrastructure HY 
2010 interim financials

Assumptions Spark Infrastructure’s guidance and 
any assumptions

Sections 6 and 11 Spark Infrastructure HY 
2010 interim financials

Valuation policy Spark Infrastructure’s policy in relation 
to valuation of assets and approvals of 
valuations

Not included Spark Infrastructure HY 
2010 interim financials

Distributions Spark Infrastructure’s position in 
relation to funding of and payment of 
distributions

Sections 6 and 11 ASX announcements

Withdrawal policy Spark Infrastructure’s policy in relation 
to withdrawal of units from Spark Trust

Not applicable Not applicable

Portfolio 
diversification

Spark Infrastructure’s portfolio 
diversification policy

Section 6 Section 9 of IPO 
Document
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1.1	O verview of proposed Repositioning 

Following a detailed Strategic Review, the Boards of Spark Infrastructure are proposing a series of initiatives to 
reposition Spark Infrastructure for the future. The Repositioning has been designed to: 

Strengthen•	  Spark Infrastructure’s balance sheet and increase Spark Infrastructure’s financial flexibility to fund 
growth capital expenditure requirements;

Realign•	  Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest obligations with cashflows expected to be available from the 
Asset Companies; and

Simplify•	  Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure.

The two elements of the Repositioning are:

Entitlement Offer
Spark Infrastructure is seeking to raise approximately $295 million through a 2 for 7 non-renounceable entitlement 
offer to Eligible Securityholders, with the proceeds to be used as follows:

Sources $million Uses $million

Entitlement Offer 294.8 Repayment of debt 200.0

Cash retained to fund future growth capital expenditure 84.8

Transaction costs 10.0

Total sources of funds 294.8 Total uses of funds 294.8

This Investor Information Booklet sets out the terms of the Entitlement Offer and how you can participate in the 
Entitlement Offer.

Restructure
The key elements of the Restructure are:

Reduction in the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes held by Securityholders and consequently a ––
reduction in the Loan Note interest obligation in respect of each Security. The reduction will be effected by Spark 
Trust partially repaying the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes, with the amount repaid applied by 
Securityholders to subscribe for additional Units; and

Simplification of the five stapled security structure.––

The Restructure will be considered at meetings of Securityholders which are currently intended to be held in late 
November / early December 2010 (subject to Court approval to convene the meetings to consider the necessary 
schemes of arrangement). 

Securityholders should note that the Entitlement Offer is not conditional on the Restructure. Information about the 
Restructure is being provided now to assist Securityholders in making an informed decision about participating in 
the Entitlement Offer.

Summary of key effects of Repositioning
The following table summarises some of the key effects on Spark Infrastructure if the Entitlement Offer and Re-
structure both proceed.

Section 1
Overview
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Prior to Repositioning Post Repositioning

Spark Infrastructure corporate debt (gross) $425 million $225 million

Look-through Gearing (net) 60.4% 54.4%

Standalone Gearing (gross) 18.1% 9.2%

Loan Note face value (per Security) $1.25 $0.65

Interest rate on Loan Notes 10.85% 10.85%

Loan Note interest obligation per annum (per Security) 13.56c 7.0c 1

Distribution guidance (full year 2011 per Security) N/A 9.11c 2

Number of stapled securities 5 stapled 2 stapled

Financial statements produced by Spark Infrastructure 4 1

Refer to Sections 1.2, 1.4 and 3 for other important information.

Independent Expert Report and Board recommendation
The Boards of Spark Infrastructure have undertaken a wide ranging Strategic Review, details of which are 
set out in Section 2, and have concluded that the Repositioning is the best option resulting from the Strategic 
Review. The IBC have also commissioned a report on the Restructure from Lonergan Edwards & Associ-
ates Limited (the Independent Expert), and on the basis of the matters discussed in the Independent Expert’s 
Report, the Independent Expert has concluded that the Restructure is in the best interests of Securityholders. 
This report is set out in full in Annexure A.

Accordingly, each Director on the Boards intends to:

Unanimously recommend that Securityholders vote in favour of the Restructure, subject to there being no •	
change of control proposal emerging which is superior to the Restructure and the Independent Expert not 
changing or withdrawing its conclusion that the Restructure is in the best interests of Securityholders; and

Vote any Securities they hold in favour of the Restructure Resolutions.•	

Indicative timetable for the Repositioning

Month Activity

September 2010 ASX Announcement•	

Launch Entitlement Offer•	

Spark Infrastructure to start doing all things reasonably necessary to satisfy •	
conditions to the Restructure as soon as possible

October 2010 Settlement of Institutional Entitlement Offer and early retail acceptances •	

Settlement of Retail Entitlement Offer•	

November 2010 Court hearing to consider approving Spark Infrastructure convening Securityholder •	
meetings

Despatch of Notices of Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum for later Restructure•	

Late November or 
early December

Securityholder meetings to consider the Restructure•	

Court hearings to consider sanctioning the Schemes•	

Proposed completion of the Restructure (subject to receipt of Court approvals to •	
the Schemes and other conditions)

Repayment of $200 million of Spark Infrastructure bank debt•	

The timetable is indicative only and subject to change in Spark Infrastructure’s absolute discretion. The dates indicated with respect to 
Court hearings are subject to availability. As the Restructure is subject to a number of conditions beyond Spark Infrastructure’s ability to 
control, there can be no assurance that it will proceed as proposed. See Section 7.8 for a summary of the conditions

1	 This represents the amount per Security payable under the terms of the Loan Notes using the post Restructure face value of $0.65 per 
Loan Note. As distributions are not guaranteed, there can be no assurance or guarantee that this amount will be paid. See Sections 
1.4, 6.8, 11 and 12 for a summary of the risk factors and key assumptions underlying distributions guidance.

2	 This information is guidance and not a forecast. Actual distributions may vary. This distribution guidance has been prepared by Spark 
Infrastructure. It is not certain that this level of distributions will be achieved. Investors should carefully read Section 11 which sets out the 
key assumptions on which the distribution guidance is based, Section 1.3 concerning Repositioning outcomes, and Section 1.4 and 
Section 12 which detail risk factors. The current Loan Note interest obligation is 13.56 cents per Security per annum.
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1.2	  Features of the Loan Notes most relevant to the Repositioning

Features of the Loan Notes most relevant to the Repositioning

Loan Note features The Loan Notes forming part of the Securities are unsecured notes and are 
subordinated to all secured and unsecured creditors of Spark Trust for all amounts

The Loan Notes carry a right to repayment of principal on maturity and half yearly 
interest distributions payable in March and September in respect of the preceding 
interest period, based on their face value per Security (currently $1.25)

For a summary of the key terms of the Loan Notes, please refer to the IPO 
Document section 14.3

Deferral right As part of the subordination feature, the terms of the Loan Notes permit the 
Spark RE to defer part or all of the interest accrued on the Loan Notes in certain 
circumstances by notice to Securityholders

Mismatch between 
interest obligations and 
available cashflows

Spark Infrastructure anticipates a mismatch between its Loan Note interest 
obligations to Securityholders and the cashflows expected to be available from 
the Asset Companies in future periods. This arises given the capital expenditure 
requirements of the Asset Companies for the next regulatory period and their desire 
to retain a greater proportion of cash from operations to contribute to funding of this 
capital expenditure

Absent the Repositioning, there is therefore a risk that part or all of the Loan Note 
interest in future periods may need to be Deferred

Consequences of  
Deferral

In addition to the incremental interest cost that Deferral would entail (as interest is 
payable on Deferred interest), Deferral (particularly on an ongoing basis) may have 
a range of adverse consequences for Spark Infrastructure and Securityholders, 
including impacts on:

The market price and liquidity of trading of Securities (which may restrict or •	
impede further capital raising including under the distribution reinvestment plan 
(DRP));

Spark Infrastructure’s balance sheet (via an increasing liability), its credit rating and •	
its Senior Debt, including the cost of debt and future refinancing capability; and

Spark Infrastructure’s reputation. •	

If Deferral occurs there is a consequent risk that certain Securityholders might be 
liable to tax on Loan Note interest they have not received, for further information 
refer to Sections 1.4 and 12.2

Realignment of Loan 
Note interest obligations 
with cashflows

The Directors are proposing the Restructure as a means of realigning the Loan Note 
interest obligations to reflect the cashflows expected to be available from the Asset 
Companies in the future

Issue of further  
Securities

In order to trade on the ASX with Existing Securities, Loan Notes must be issued 
at their then current face value. Absent the Restructure, interest and repayment 
obligations under any Loan Notes will be based on a face value of $1.25, which 
may be higher than the offer price or prevailing market price of Securities. This is 
inefficient from a financing perspective for Spark Infrastructure. As the Offer Price is 
$1.00 per Security, this feature will apply to the Entitlement Offer

1.3	P ossible outcomes and main consequences of the Repositioning

The Entitlement Offer is subject only to a limited number of conditions typical for a transaction of this nature (see 
Sections 4.7 and 13.2 for further details). The Entitlement Offer will be carried out ahead of the Restructure, which 
is subject to conditions including completion of the Entitlement Offer and receipt of Securityholder, regulatory and 
Court approvals (see Section 7.8 for further details). Some of the conditions are outside the ability of Spark Infra-
structure to control. 
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As a result, there are three possible outcomes that could occur in respect of the proposed Repositioning:
Neither the Entitlement Offer nor the Restructure are completed;––
The Entitlement Offer is completed, but the Restructure is not completed; or––

Both the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure are completed.––

The main consequences of each possible outcome for Securityholders can be broadly described as follows:

Outcome and main consequences1 Section

Neither the Entitlement Offer nor the Restructure are completed

Spark Infrastructure’s net debt would remain unchanged •	
Spark Infrastructure would not have additional funds available to partially fund near term •	
equity investment in growth capital expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies

Spark Infrastructure would remain a five stapled security structure•	
There would be no reduction in the face value of the Loan Notes•	
Spark Infrastructure’s distribution profile will continue to reflect cashflows expected to •	
be available from the Asset Companies, however, Loan Note interest obligations will not 
be re-aligned to reflect those cashflows

There is therefore a risk that Spark Infrastructure may need to Defer payment of some •	
or all of the interest accruing under the Loan Notes. Deferral may have a range of 
adverse consequences for Securityholders

Section 1.1, 1.2, 
1.4

The Entitlement Offer is completed, but the Restructure is not completed

Spark Infrastructure’s net debt will be reduced following the Entitlement Offer•	
Spark Infrastructure would have additional funds available to partially fund near term •	
equity investment in growth capital expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies

Spark Infrastructure would remain a five stapled security structure•	
The principal of the Loan Note liability would increase to $1,658 million and would not •	
subsequently be reduced (a Loan Note liability of $1.25 per Security)

Spark Infrastructure’s distribution profile will continue to reflect cashflows expected to •	
be available from the Asset Companies, however, Loan Note interest obligations will not 
be realigned to reflect those cashflows

There is a heightened risk that Spark Infrastructure may need to Defer payment •	
of some or all of the interest accruing under the Loan Notes (due to the increased 
principal). Deferral may have a range of adverse consequences for Securityholders

Section 1.1, 1.2, 
1.4, 12.2

Both the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure are completed

Spark Infrastructure’s net debt will be reduced•	
Spark Infrastructure would have additional funds available to partially fund near term •	
equity investment in growth capital expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies

Spark Trust will become the sole listed entity with two stapled securities (a Unit and •	
Loan Note) thereby providing a much simpler structure for investors

Face value of the Loan Notes will be reduced from $1.25 to $0.65 in exchange for •	
further Units

Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest obligations will be realigned to reflect •	
cashflows expected to be available from the Asset Companies

Section 1.1, 1.4, 
12.2

The Boards of Spark Infrastructure have undertaken a wide ranging Strategic Review, details of which are set out 
in Section 2, and have concluded that the Repositioning is at the present time the best option resulting from the 
Strategic Review. 

If the Restructure does not proceed as proposed, the Boards would assess available options at the relevant time. 
This may involve consideration of a number of options including but not limited to those outlined in Section 2.4. The 
Boards consider that these options at the present time are less effective than the Repositioning. Depending on the 
available options, it may be necessary for the Boards to seek Securityholder approval at the appropriate time. Se-
curityholders should note that in these circumstances Spark Infrastructure may need to consider a Deferral of all or 
part of the interest payable on the Loan Notes, the consequences, risks and disadvantages of which are described 
in Sections 1.2, 1.4 and 12.2.

 1	 Under each outcome Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed. See Section 2.
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1.4	S ummary of the key benefits, risks and disadvantages of the 
Repositioning 

This section provides a high level summary only. Securityholders considering whether or not to participate in the 
Entitlement Offer should consider all of the information contained in this Investor Information booklet to assess the 
potential impact of the initiatives on them. See Sections 1.3, 3 and 12 for further details.

The table below provides a brief summary of the key benefits, risks and disadvantages of the Repositioning initia-
tives. 

Summary of key benefits

Entitlement Offer Restructure

Reduction in Debt

Standalone Gearing (gross) reduced to 9.2% from ––
18.1%

Look-through Gearing (net) reduced to 54.4% from ––
60.4%

No debt maturities at Spark Infrastructure level until 
September 2013

Reduced Loan Note interest obligations per Security

Reduced face value of Loan Note reducing the ––
interest payable on each Loan Note

The actual distribution profile from the Units and ––
Loan Notes will continue to reflect cashflows 
expected to be available from the Asset Companies

Improved financial flexibility to meet capital 
expenditure requirements. Part of the proceeds from 
the Entitlement Offer will be retained to fund near 
term equity investment in growth capital expenditure 
requirements of the Asset Companies

No expected requirement to raise further Securityholder 
funds to fund expected growth capital expenditure 
of the Asset Companies for at least three years, 
except for the expected reactivation of the distribution 
reinvestment plan

Lower risk of interest deferral

Reducing the risk that distributions able to be ––
supported in the future are less than the interest 
accruing to Securityholders on the Loan Notes

Reducing the risk of Spark Infrastructure needing ––
to Defer payment of interest on the Loan Notes in 
the future and the adverse consequences that may 
entail (see Sections 1.2 and 12.2)

Broader investor appeal through simplified stapled 
security structure

Simpler structure leading to increased administrative 
efficiency

Facilitates capital raising by Spark Infrastructure in 
future periods by reducing the weighting of the Loan 
Note component of the Securities (noting the Direc-
tors’ expectations as to further capital raising from 
Securityholders as set out above)

Summary of key risks and disadvantages

Entitlement Offer Restructure

Conditionality of Restructure

The Restructure is subject to a number of ––
conditions all of which may not be satisfied 
resulting in the Restructure not proceeding

Conditionality of Restructure

The Restructure is subject to a number of ––
conditions all of which may not be satisfied 
resulting in the Restructure not proceeding. See 
Section 1.2 for the main consequences and the 
implications of not proceeding
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Entitlement Offer Restructure

Heightened Deferral risk

If the Restructure does not proceed, there is a risk ––
that distributions able to be supported in the future 
would be less than the interest accruing on the 
Loan Notes

If this occurred, there is a risk that part or all of the ––
accrued interest may need to be Deferred. This 
would result in incremental interest costs for Spark 
Infrastructure and may have a range of adverse 
consequences for Securityholders (see Sections 
1.2 and 12)

No guarantee of distributions or Security price growth

While the Restructure is designed to realign Spark ––
Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest obligations with 
cashflows expected to be available from the Asset 
Companies, as distributions are not assured, there 
can be no guarantee that this outcome will be 
achieved

Similarly, there can be no guarantee or assurance ––
that any capital growth in the Asset Companies will 
translate into a higher price at which the Securities 
trade or growth in distributions

Consequences of current structure for capital raising

Raising capital heightens Deferral risk if the ––
Restructure does not proceed, because the 
Entitlement Offer increases the aggregate principal 
of the Loan Notes 

If the Restructure does not proceed, the principal ––
to be repaid on maturity and the interest accruing 
under the New Securities will be based on $1.25 
per Security (which will be more than the amount 
received under the Entitlement Offer)

Tax consequences

The Restructure may have a number of tax ––
consequences for Spark Infrastructure, including 
accelerating the point in time at which entities in 
the Spark Infrastructure group become subject to 
paying tax

If the Restructure proceeds, there is a risk that ––
Spark Trust may be taxed as a company in the 
future if it were to acquire new businesses. If Spark 
Infrastructure makes acquisitions, they would assess 
the implications for Securityholders at that time, 
including the impact on the distribution profile of 
Spark Trust (refer to Section 12.2 for further detail)

General risks including

There are a number of risks and uncertainties, ––
some specific to Spark Infrastructure and others 
of a more general nature that may affect financial 
performance, financial position, distributions and 
the trading price of Securities on the ASX. Refer to 
Section 12 for further detail

There can be no assurance that Securities will ––
trade at or above the Offer Price or as to liquidity 
of trading or that any distribution will be paid, or if 
paid, will be consistent with past distributions or 
with any distribution guidance

Other disadvantages including:

Voting and distribution rights of Securityholders ––
who do not take up their full entitlement will be 
diluted

Transaction costs incurred as part of the ––
Entitlement Offer

Potential for base management fees to the ––
Manager to increase to the extent Spark 
Infrastructure’s Enterprise Value increases as a 
result of the Repositioning. Spark Infrastructure 
intends to use most of the Entitlement Offer 
proceeds to reduce Spark Infrastructure debt and 
therefore this is not expected to have a material 
impact

Other disadvantages including:

Ineligible Overseas Securityholders will have their ––
complete holding of Securities sold through a 
nominee sale process (see Section 7.9)

Transaction costs incurred as part of the ––
Restructure
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2.1	C ircumstances leading to Strategic Review 

On 26 February 2010, Spark Infrastructure commenced a Strategic Review to consider its capital structure, owner-
ship structure and future funding needs. The Strategic Review followed measures undertaken by the Boards in 
2009, including a reduction in distributions and activation of a distribution reinvestment plan to ensure Spark Infra-
structure could meet its funding requirements for 2010. 

At the same time, the Boards said they would continue to review the appropriateness of Spark Infrastructure’s 
capital structure in light of changing market conditions and, in particular, its future funding needs as and when there 
was further clarity on the decisions around the regulatory resets for the Asset Companies for the next five year 
regulatory period. The AER issued its final determination for ETSA Utilities on 6 May 2010 and its draft determina-
tion for Powercor and CitiPower on 4 June 2010. 

Spark Infrastructure and its 51% partners at the Asset Company level (CKI and HKE) are undertaking a review of the 
business plans for the Asset Companies. In doing so, Spark Infrastructure recognises that the environment for infra-
structure investment (particularly in the listed market) has changed significantly in the past 18-24 months as has the ap-
proach to the funding of investment and capital expenditure post the global financial crisis. In addition, the total amount 
of required capital expenditure of the Asset Companies is expected to roughly double in the next regulatory period. 

The Asset Companies have indicated their desire to retain a greater proportion of cash from operations to contrib-
ute to the funding of this capital expenditure. This would limit their cash distributions to their shareholders during 
the next regulatory period. In turn, this would affect the level of distributions Spark Infrastructure is able to pay to its 
Securityholders from the cash it receives from the Asset Companies. 

Notwithstanding the impact that this retention would have on the cash resources of Spark Infrastructure, it is im-
portant to note that the increased capital expenditure should enhance the long term value of the Asset Companies 
through a higher Regulatory Asset Base and corresponding regulatory revenues. 

2.2	S cope of Strategic Review 

The Strategic Review involved an extensive assessment of a wide range of options and included discussions with a 
number of parties and consultation with key Spark Infrastructure stakeholders. All the Strategic Review outcomes 
were evaluated and assessed with a focus on maximising Securityholder value. The Strategic Review included a 
detailed consideration of the following:

Issue Scope

Future funding needs Assessment of funding needs in view of the increase in capital expenditure 
(expected to roughly double in the next regulatory period) and given the desire 
of the Asset Companies to retain a greater proportion of cash from operations 
to contribute to the funding of expected capital expenditure. Greater clarity was 
provided to Spark Infrastructure on the release of a final determination for ETSA 
Utilities on 6 May 2010 and the draft regulatory determinations released on 4 
June 2010 for CitiPower and Powercor

Capital structure Assessment of Spark Infrastructure’s capital structure in light of changing 
market conditions and environment for infrastructure companies over the past 
18 to 24 months as well as considering the future funding needs of the Asset 
Companies. This also included an assessment of Spark Infrastructure’s 
distributions and expected distribution profile given the potential for lower 
distributions of operating cashflow from the Asset Companies

Ownership and stapled 
security structure

Assessment of Spark Infrastructure’s existing ownership and stapled security 
structure, given future funding requirements and regulatory determinations for 
the Asset Companies. In addition, the Strategic Review considered potential 
change of control transactions for Spark Infrastructure, or full and partial sales 
of Spark Infrastructure’s ownership interests in the Asset Companies

Internalisation of manage-
ment

Assessment of the current external management arrangements including an as-
sessment of the likely cost of Internalisation and relative merits of both internal-
ising or maintaining the current structure

Section 2
Strategic review 
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2.3	  Independent Board Committee
The Boards comprise nine directors: five independent directors including the Chairman, two appointed by CKI and 
two appointed by RREEF. For the Strategic Review, the Boards formed an Independent Board Committee (IBC) of the 
five independent directors to undertake a detailed review of the potential Strategic Review options in more detail. 

The composition of the IBC is as follows:

Stephen Johns (Chairman);•	
Cheryl Bart AO;•	
Anne McDonald;•	
Don Morley; and•	
Dr Keith Turner.•	

Governance protocols were put in place by the IBC to manage any potential conflicts that could arise during the 
Strategic Review process and the flow of information amongst the Boards, the IBC, the Asset Companies, the 
Manager, CKI and HKE.

Deutsche Bank acted as financial adviser to Spark Infrastructure in relation to the Strategic Review and Investec 
Bank (Australia) Limited was appointed to advise the IBC and work closely with Deutsche Bank on all aspects 
of the Strategic Review. Deutsche Bank and UBS AG, Australia Branch acted as Joint Lead Managers to Spark 
Infrastructure for the Repositioning and Entitlement Offer. Ernst & Young advised on tax matters, Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu advised on financial accounting and certain tax matters relevant to the Asset Companies, and Mallesons 
Stephen Jaques advised on all legal aspects of the Strategic Review.

2.4	  Options considered by the IBC

As part of the Strategic Review, the IBC considered various options which are summarised below:

Strategic Review considerations Strategic Review outcomes

Continue with current arrangements

Whether the current ownership 
and stapled security structure 
could meet Spark Infrastruc-
ture’s future funding needs 
and, in particular, the chang-
ing investment and capital 
expenditure needs of the Asset 
Companies

Maintaining the status quo does not adequately address changing market condi-
tions or the future funding needs of the Asset Companies, which are expected 
to roughly double in the next regulatory period. Nor does the status quo address 
the risk that future distributions to Spark Infrastructure may not be sufficient to 
meet its interest obligations under the Loan Notes

There is a risk that Spark Infrastructure may need to Defer interest on the Loan 
Notes in the future, which could have a range of adverse consequences detailed 
in Sections 1.2, 1.4 and 12.2

Change in ownership and stapled security structure

A number of alternatives were 
considered to simplify Spark 
Infrastructure’s existing stapled 
security structure

Implementation of the Restructure which would result in a simplification of Spark 
Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure and  
a reduction in the principal amount outstanding of Loan Notes held by Security-
holders. This is designed to realign interest obligations under the Loan Notes with 
cashflows expected to be available from the Asset  
Companies and will provide greater financial flexibility
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2.4  Options considered by the IBC continued

Strategic Review considerations Strategic Review outcomes

Internalisation of external management arrangements

The Strategic Review consid-
ered an Internalisation of the 
Manager

Internalisation has not been pursued as the IBC believe, Internalisation does not 
represent significant financial value for Securityholders and believe that the likely 
costs associated with Internalisation outweigh the disadvantages of the externally 
managed structure

The Independent Directors will continue to give consideration to Internalisation of 
the management function in the future subject to suitable commercial conditions

If an Internalisation proposal emerges that the Independent Directors consider 
suitable, they will seek Securityholder approval at the appropriate time

Changes in capital structure and capital raisings

Extensive assessment of 
capital structure to improve 
Spark Infrastructure’s financial 
flexibility to meet future capital 
expenditure requirements and 
invest in future growth

Assessment undertaken in 
light of final regulatory decision 
for ETSA Utilities and draft 
regulatory determinations for 
CitiPower and Powercor

Implementation of the Entitlement Offer, proceeds of which will be partially used 
to reduce Spark Infrastructure level debt and partially used to fund near term 
equity investment in growth capital expenditure of the Asset Companies

This also provides improved financial flexibility for Spark Infrastructure

Full or partial sale of assets or change of control transaction for Spark Infrastructure 

Spark Infrastructure undertook 
a process to explore and 
evaluate a wide range of 
alternatives, including a 
change of control of Spark 
Infrastructure and full or partial 
asset sales

Spark Infrastructure held 
discussions with a number 
of parties and the available 
options were considered 
and evaluated as part of this 
process

As announced previously to the market, an important objective of the Strategic 
Review was to assess whether Spark Infrastructure is appropriately valued in the 
listed market and whether greater value could be secured elsewhere. As part of the 
Strategic Review the Independent Directors conducted a thorough market testing 
process of a range of options, including consideration of full and partial sales of Spark 
Infrastructure and its 49% interests in the Asset Companies.
Spark Infrastructure received a number of proposals including an indicative proposal 
for the Spark Infrastructure stapled group at a significant premium to current market 
price. The proposal was highly conditional, was subject to the outcome of the AER’s 
final determination for CitiPower and Powercor due on 30 October 2010, and involved 
a lengthy due diligence process. In the Independent Directors’ opinion these matters 
created significant execution and timing risks which were considered unacceptable.
In addition, had the Independent Directors pursued this indicative offer, it would have 
reduced Spark Infrastructure’s options in relation to the restructure of the Loan Notes 
and simplification of the stapled group. 
Accordingly, after careful consideration, it is the Boards’ view that the best available 
option for Securityholders is to proceed with the Repositioning of Spark Infrastructure 
which is now proposed.
The Boards note that while they are recommending the Entitlement Offer and Restruc-
ture to Securityholders as the best alternative; in the normal course of deliberations 
they will consider any change of control proposal which is superior to the Restructure 
which may emerge either before or after the Restructure intended to be implemented in 
December 2010.

2.5	CKI ’s and Deutsche Bank’s involvement in the Strategic Review
CKI and Deutsche Bank each have various roles and interests in respect of the initiatives relating to the Reposition-
ing. The broad nature of these interests is described below:

The Global Banking division of Deutsche Bank AG Australia has been appointed as one of the financial advisers •	
to Spark Infrastructure in relation to the Strategic Review. The Manager is indirectly 50% owned by RREEF 
Infrastructure. RREEF Infrastructure is the infrastructure investment arm of Deutsche Asset Management, 
the asset management business of the Deutsche Bank Group. John Dorrian, Managing Director and Head 
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of RREEF Infrastructure Asia Pacific is currently a director of the Manager, the entities comprising Spark 
Infrastructure, ETSA Utilities and CHEDHA;

Deutsche Bank and CKI are holders of 2.4% and 8.5% of the Securities, respectively, and 10.9% collectively. •	
Based on current substantial shareholder notices available to Spark Infrastructure, each are deemed to have a 
relevant interest in 12.41% of the Securities together;

CKI holds various interests in respect of Spark Infrastructure and the Asset Companies. The Manager is •	
indirectly 50% owned by CKI. CKI / HKE hold an indirect 51% interest in CHEDHA and ETSA Utilities. Andrew 
Hunter, Chief Operating Officer and Executive Director of CKI, and Dominic Chan, Chief Financial Officer of CKI, 
are currently directors of the Manager, the entities comprising Spark Infrastructure, ETSA Utilities and CHEDHA;

Should CKI and Deutsche Bank subscribe for all of their Entitlements under the Entitlement Offer, CKI’s and •	
Deutsche Bank’s Security holdings will remain at 8.5% and 2.4% respectively, following completion of the 
Entitlement Offer;

Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch is one of the two Underwriters for the Entitlement Offer and will receive fees •	
for so acting (see Section 3). It may be required to subscribe for shortfall New Securities; and

Under the terms of the Underwriting Agreement, no Underwriter is able to subscribe for New Securities to the •	
extent it would result in them contravening section 606 of the Corporations Act at any time. See Section 13.2 for 
further details.

2.6	E xternal management arrangements 
The Directors are not proposing an Internalisation of Spark Infrastructure’s management. Accordingly, Spark Infra-
structure will remain an externally managed fund which is managed by the Manager, which is wholly owned by CKI 
RREEF JV Holdings Pty Limited, owned by CKI (50%) and RREEF Infrastructure (50%). Spark Infrastructure will 
continue to operate under the existing management arrangements with the Manager, which can be summarised as 
follows:

The Manager will continue to provides management services to the Spark RE as responsible entity for Spark •	
Trust and also to Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, and Spark International (which under the Restructure will 
become subsidiaries of Spark Trust);
CKI / HKE and RREEF will continue to provide services to the Manager for the benefit of Securityholders; •	
Spark RE will continue to be the responsible entity of the Spark Trust (and issuer of the Loan Notes and the •	
Units). Spark RE is wholly owned by CKI RREEF JV Holdings Pty Limited; and
The existing Spark Infrastructure management team will also remain in place.•	

Some key features of the existing Management Agreement are:
The Manager has been appointed for a term of 25 years from December 2005, subject to limited termination events;•	
Under the Management Agreement (see Section 14.6 of the IPO Document), the Manager is entitled to be paid •	
base fees calculated as 0.5% per annum of Enterprise Value up to $2.443 billion and 1.0% per annum of any 
amount by which the Enterprise Value exceeds $2.443 billion; and
The Manager may also be entitled to a performance fee which is payable when the actual return exceeds the •	
benchmark return.

Further information in relation to fees is available on Spark Infrastructure’s website and disclosed in the IPO Docu-
ment Section 14.6.

2.7	G overnance arrangements
Following the Restructure, Spark Trust will become the sole listed parent entity with Spark RE as the responsible entity. 

Under the Corporations Act, the governance of Spark RE is a matter for its ultimate shareholders, CKI and RREEF. 
However, to preserve and replicate Spark Infrastructure’s current corporate governance arrangements after the Re-
structure is implemented those parties have subject to documentation agreed in principle to maintain the existing 
arrangements including that:

The Manager’s special shares in Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International will be transferred •	
to the Spark RE as responsible entity of the Spark Trust;
The Board of Spark RE will continue to have a majority of independent directors as it currently does (the current •	
director rotation arrangements will continue);
Securityholders’ ability to vote on the appointment of the independent directors will remain unchanged; and•	
Spark RE will hold an annual general meeting of Securityholders each year consistent with an AGM of a public •	
listed company.

It is intended that the parties will document these arrangements in a governance deed poll in favour of the  
Spark RE and Securityholders.
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REPOSITIONING

Question Answer Refer to Section

Why is Spark Infrastructure 
adopting these initiatives?

The Boards of Spark Infrastructure have proposed these 
initiatives to:

Increase Spark Infrastructure’s financial flexibility to fund •	
growth capital expenditure requirements at the Asset 
Companies;

Realign Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest •	
obligations with cashflows expected to be available from 
the Asset Companies; and

Simplify Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled •	
security structure.

Sections 1.1, 
1.2, 1.4, 2

What alternatives were 
considered by the IBC?

Details of the options considered as part of the Strategic 
Review are set out in Section 2.4.

Section 2

How does the proposed 
Restructure relate to the 
Entitlement Offer?

The Entitlement Offer is proceeding first, and is not 
conditional on the Restructure.

The Restructure is subject to various conditions, includ-
ing Securityholder and Court approvals. It may or may not 
proceed.

Securityholders are being provided with information on 
the Restructure now to enable Securityholders to make 
an informed decision on whether to participate in the 
Entitlement Offer in light of the subsequent Restructure.

Sections 1.3, 7

What will Spark 
Infrastructure’s approach 
to distributions be going 
forward?

Spark Infrastructure will continue to pay distributions which 
are fully supported by operating cashflows.

Section 6.6

What happens if the levels 
of distributions paid by 
the Asset Companies 
are higher or lower than 
expected?

In order for Spark Infrastructure to pay distributions to its 
Securityholders, Spark Infrastructure relies on distributions 
from the Asset Companies. Should the Asset Companies’ 
capital expenditure, cashflows or capital structure vary from 
Spark Infrastructure’s expectations, Spark Infrastructure may 
need to adjust its distributions to Securityholders and there 
is a risk that Spark Infrastructure may need to Defer interest 
on the Loan Notes in the future, which may have a range of 
adverse impacts.

If the levels of distributions paid by the Asset Companies 
are lower than expected, this may result in less being 
distributed by Spark Infrastructure to Securityholders. 
If distributions paid by the Asset Companies exceeds 
Spark Infrastructure’s expectations, Spark Infrastructure 
will consider the appropriate level of distributions to 
Securityholders.

Sections 1.2, 
6, 12

What forward planning is 
Spark Infrastructure doing 
around distributions?

Spark Infrastructure is currently in discussions with the 
Asset Companies and the other shareholders with a view 
to finalising business plans for the next regulatory period. 
This includes forward planning for capital expenditure and 
expected distributions to Spark Infrastructure from the  
Asset Companies.

Section 6

section 3 
Q & A
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Question Answer Refer to Section

Are distributions 
guaranteed?

No. It is not certain that distributions will be paid or that 
any guidance will be met as the ability to pay future 
distributions depends on a range of factors. Investors 
should carefully read Sections 6.8 and 11 which set out 
key assumptions on which the distribution guidance is 
based and Sections 1.4 and 12 which detail risk factors.

Sections 1.4, 
6.8, 11 and 12

Will the Securities trade at 
or above the Offer Price?

There can be no assurance that Securities will trade at or 
above the Offer Price or as to liquidity of trading. Investors 
should carefully read Sections 1.4 and 12 which detail  
risk factors.

Sections 1.4 
and 12

Will Spark Infrastructure’s 
investment strategy 
change post 
Repositioning?

No. Spark Infrastructure will continue to focus on its core 
business as an investor in regulated infrastructure. Spark 
Infrastructure is undertaking the Repositioning to put in 
place a more appropriate capital structure to support 
expected significant organic growth in the regulated 
businesses over the coming regulatory period. 

Section 6

Why isn’t Spark 
Infrastructure also pursuing 
an Internalisation of the 
Manager?

Internalisation was considered by the IBC as part of the 
Strategic Review, however, it has not been pursued as the 
IBC reached the conclusion that Internalisation does not 
represent significant financial value for Securityholders and 
believe that, at present, the likely costs associated with 
Internalisation outweigh the disadvantages of the externally 
managed structure.

The Independent Directors will continue to review this 
matter and are prepared to give further consideration to 
Internalisation of the management function in the future 
subject to suitable commercial conditions.

If an Internalisation proposal emerges that the Independent 
Directors consider suitable, they will seek Securityholder 
approval at the appropriate time.

Section 2.2, 2.4 
and 2.6

Where do I find information 
about CKI and Deutsche 
Bank’s involvement in the 
Repositioning initiatives?

Information about CKI and Deutsche Bank’s involvement 
in the initiatives and ongoing roles with respect to Spark 
Infrastructure is set out in Section 2.5.

Section 2.5

Will the interest rate of the 
Loan Notes be reset?

The Boards do not intend to reset the interest rate 
applicable on the Loan Notes on 30 November 2010. 
Accordingly, interest will continue to accrue at a rate 
of 10.85% per annum. The next reset date will be 30 
November 2015.

Section 7.10

What are the overall costs 
of Repositioning expected 
to be?

Overall costs of the Repositioning are expected to be 
$10 million.
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ENTITLEMENT OFFER

Question Answer Refer to Section

What is the Entitlement 
Offer?

The Entitlement Offer is an accelerated non-renounceable 
entitlement offer by Spark Infrastructure to Eligible 
Securityholders. 

The Entitlement Offer comprises an Institutional Entitlement 
Offer and a Retail Entitlement Offer.

Section 4

How much will be raised 
through the Entitlement 
Offer?

Spark Infrastructure will raise approximately $295 million 
through the Entitlement Offer.

Sections 1.1, 4

What is the purpose of the 
Entitlement Offer?

Spark Infrastructure intends to use the proceeds from the 
Entitlement Offer to partially fund near term growth capital 
expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies, to 
reduce debt at the Spark Infrastructure level and to pay 
transaction costs.

Section 1.1

How is each 
Securityholder’s 
Entitlement determined?

Each Securityholder will be entitled to 2 New Securities for 
every 7 Existing Securities held on the Record Date for the 
Entitlement Offer.

Section 4

Can I trade my Entitle-
ment?

No, Entitlements can not be traded or transferred on ASX, 
any other exchange or privately.

Section 4

Does the Entitlement Offer 
change a Securityholder’s 
position?

Yes, a Securityholder’s position may change depending on 
their participation in the Entitlement Offer.

Sections 4, 5.3, 
5.7

What is the Record Date 
for participation in the 
Entitlement Offer?

The Record Date for Securityholders in relation to the 
Entitlement Offer is 27 September 2010. There will be a 
separate record date in relation to the Restructure.

Entitlement Offer 
timetable

Can Eligible 
Securityholders apply for 
additional New Securities 
in excess of their 
Entitlement?

Yes, Eligible Securityholders (other than related parties 
of Spark Infrastructure) can apply for New Securities in 
excess of their Entitlement. However, Spark Infrastructure 
reserves the right to scale any allocation of New Securities 
under such applications at its absolute discretion.

Section 5.3

What is the Offer Price 
under the Entitlement 
Offer?

The Offer Price will be $1.00 per New Security. Section 5

What is the ranking of New 
Securities? 

New Securities will, from issue, rank equally in all respects 
with Existing Securities, including as to any final distribution 
for the period ending 31 December 2010. 

Section 4.11

What are the key risks 
associated with an invest-
ment in Spark Infrastruc-
ture under the Entitlement 
Offer?

There are a number of risks associated with an investment 
in Spark Infrastructure as well as a number of risks and 
disadvantages associated with the Repositioning initiatives. 

The key risks and disadvantages associated with an 
investment in Spark Infrastructure and with respect to the 
Entitlement Offer are summarised in Section 1.4 and set 
out in detail in Section 12.

Before making an investment decision Securityholders 
should read the entire Investor Information Booklet and 
carefully consider these risk factors.

Sections 1.4, 12
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Question Answer Refer to Section

Is the Entitlement Offer 
underwritten?

Yes, the offer is fully underwritten by Deutsche Bank 
AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch. For 
termination events see Section 13.2.

Section 13.2

What are the underwriting 
fees of the Entitlement 
Offer?

Underwriting fees of approximately $7.5 million including 
offer management fees will be paid out of the proceeds 
from the Entitlement Offer (2.5% of the Entitlement  
Offer proceeds).

Is the Entitlement Offer 
conditional on the 
Restructure

No. The Entitlement Offer is not conditional on the 
Restructure. However, the Restructure is conditional on the 
Entitlement Offer completing.

Sections 1.1, 
1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 
12.2

Why is the Entitlement 
Offer occurring before the 
proposed Restructure is 
put to members?

Spark Infrastructure is currently refinancing all its financing 
facilities and hence it is important for the Entitlement 
Offer to proceed immediately as an integral part of that 
refinancing activity. 

In addition, Spark Infrastructure is proceeding with the 
Entitlement Offer now in order to:

Fund near term equity investment in growth capital •	
expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies; and

To reduce the potential fees and costs of the Entitlement •	
Offer and to facilitate its underwriting.

Sections 6, 8

What is the financial effect 
of the Entitlement Offer on 
Spark Infrastructure?

The financial effect of the Entitlement Offer on Spark 
Infrastructure is set out in Section 9. The effect on Spark 
Infrastructure’s debt capital position is set out in Section 8.

Sections 8, 9

What are the Loan Notes? The Loan Notes forming part of the New Securities are 
unsecured notes for the purposes of s283BH of the 
Corporations Act and are issued by the Spark RE as 
trustee of Spark Trust. They are subordinated to all secured 
and unsecured creditors of Spark Trust for all amounts. 
The Loan Notes will continue to be stapled to Units 
following the Restructure.

Sections 1.2, 7

What happens if the 
Entitlement Offer proceeds 
without the later  
Restructure

The principal outstanding of the Loan Notes will increase 
with the Entitlement Offer to approximately $1,658 million 
in aggregate and will not later be reduced. 

Consequences for Securityholders are described in Section 
1.2. In particular, there is a heightened risk that all or part 
of interest accruing under the Loan Notes in future periods 
may need to be Deferred.

Sections 1.2, 
1.3, 7.14, 12.2

What are the tax 
implications of the 
Entitlement Offer?

A summary of the general tax implications for Australian 
resident Eligible Retail Securityholders is set out in Section 
10. 

The discussion is in general terms, is not intended to 
provide specific advice in relation to circumstances of any 
particular Securityholder and does not deal with the tax 
implications of the Entitlement Offer for Securityholders 
who are not resident in Australia.

All Securityholders should seek their own tax advice before 
deciding what to do.

Section 10

Will the distribution 
reinvestment plan be 
reactivated?

Spark Infrastructure expects to reactivate its DRP in 2011 
to finance capital expenditure in existing businesses.

Section 6
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restructure

Question Answer Refer to Section

What is the Restructure? The Restructure comprises a partial repayment of the Loan 
Notes which results in a reduction in the principal amount 
outstanding on the Loan Notes, and the simplification 
of Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security 
structure.

The Restructure will reduce the aggregate principal amount 
(face value) of the Loan Notes by $795 million ($0.60 per 
Loan Note), with the amount repaid to be applied to the 
issue of additional Units to Securityholders. Securityholders 
will not receive cash. Effectively, that portion of the Loan 
Note principal will be converted to equity in Spark Trust. 
Following the Restructure, the face value owing of the Loan 
Notes will be reduced from $1.25 to $0.65 per Security 
(representing an aggregate principal of approximately $863 
million), and they will carry a correspondingly reduced 
interest entitlement. 

Interest will continue to be calculated at the same rate 
of 10.85% per annum, and accordingly the Loan Note 
interest obligation per Security will be approximately  
7.0 cents per annum for interest periods following the 
Restructure (compared to 13.56 cents per annum before it).

The Restructure will also convert Spark Infrastructure 
securities from a four issuer five stapled structure to a 
single listed entity (Spark Trust) with two securities (being a 
Loan Note and the Unit) stapled to each other.

Section 7

What are the main 
consequences for eligible 
Securityholders?

The main consequences for Securityholders eligible to 
participate will be:

A reduction in the principal outstanding (face value) of •	
their Loan Notes by $0.60 face value per Security
A corresponding reduction in interest entitlements (from •	
13.56 cents per Security per annum to 7.0 cents per 
Security per annum)
Part of their investment is effectively converted from •	
subordinated debt to equity in Spark Trust with Spark 
RE having substantial discretion over distributions of 
income and capital
A reduced risk of Spark Infrastructure needing to •	
Defer interest on the Loan Notes in subsequent 
interest periods (and the adverse consequences for 
Securityholders that would entail)
Spark Infrastructure having a simpler ownership and •	
stapled security structure
Spark Trust becoming the parent entity with Spark •	
Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International 
becoming subsidiaries;
Securityholders eligible to participate will continue to hold •	
the same proportionate interest in Spark Infrastructure as 
immediately before the Restructure; and
Spark Infrastructure incurring one-off transaction costs.•	

Sections 1.4, 7, 
12.2
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Question Answer Refer to Section

Who is eligible to 
participate in the 
Restructure?

It is currently expected that Securityholders whose 
addresses are shown in the register on the record date 
for the Restructure as being in the jurisdictions listed in 
Section 7.9(a) will be entitled to have new Units issued to 
them under the Restructure, subject to the qualifications 
for particular jurisdictions in Section 7.9(a). Ineligible 
Overseas Securityholders will not be able to participate.

Section 7.9(a)

When will the record date 
be for the Restructure?

This date is yet to be determined. It is intended to be 
shortly prior to implementation of the Restructure and 
after the second Court hearing to sanction the Schemes. 
Further details will be provided in the Notices of Meeting 
and Explanatory Memorandum to be despatched in 
relation to the Restructure.

N/A

What will Securityholders 
receive under the 
Restructure?

Securityholders (other than Ineligible Overseas 
Securityholders) will receive three tranches of further Units 
(one tranche as part of the Note Scheme, one tranche as 
part of the Spark Holdings 1 Scheme and one tranche as 
part of the Spark Holdings 2 Scheme). 

After these steps their aggregate Unit holdings will be 
consolidated such that they hold the same number of 
Securities as they held immediately before that time. While 
the number of Units will be reduced in the consolidation, 
the capital contributed per Unit will be increased following 
the Schemes.

Sections 7.6, 
9.4

What happens to Ineligible 
Overseas Securityholders?

Certain Securityholders in foreign jurisdictions may be 
Ineligible Overseas Securityholders (see Section 7.9(b)). 
Units will not be issued to these persons under the 
Restructure. Instead, Ineligible Overseas Securityholders 
will have their full holding of Securities sold through a 
nominee sale process.

Section 7.9(b)

What are the objectives of 
the Restructure?

The objectives are to:

Realign Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest •	
obligations with cashflows expected to be available from 
the Asset Companies; and

Adopt a simpler ownership and stapled security •	
structure, recognising investors’ preference for simpler 
structures.

Section 1.1, 1.3, 
1.4

What is the financial effect 
of the Restructure on 
Spark Infrastructure?

The financial effect of the Restructure on Spark 
Infrastructure is set out in Section 9.

Section 9
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restructure continued

Question Answer Refer to Section

What are the conditions 
precedent to the 
Restructure?

The Restructure has a number of conditions precedent 
including:

Completion of the Entitlement Offer;•	

Securityholder approvals to the Restructure;•	

Independent Expert not changing or withdrawing its •	
conclusion that the Restructure is in the best interests of 
Securityholders;

Court approval to the Schemes;•	

ASIC and ASX waivers and/or confirmations;•	

Approval of the lenders under Spark Infrastructure’s •	
senior debt; and

CKI, RREEF and the Manager execute the governance •	
deed poll described at Section 2.7

Other than the restructure of Spark International, each of the 
three Schemes and other related Securityholder approvals 
are interconditional on each other. For administrative rea-
sons, they are not conditional upon the restructure of Spark 
International (see further questions/answers below).

Spark Infrastructure will announce to the ASX any material 
developments in the status of these conditions.

Section 7.8

What Securityholder 
approvals are required for 
the Restructure?

A number of Securityholder approvals are required for 
the Restructure. Some of these are special resolutions 
(requiring at least 75% approval of the votes cast) and 
three are scheme resolutions (requiring at least 75% 
approval of the votes cast and more than 50% by number).

Section 7.11

Can the Restructure be 
terminated?

Yes. If the conditions precedent are not satisfied by 31 
December 2010 and cannot be waived. Further, Spark 
Infrastructure has an ability to terminate the Restructure 
prior to the Court approval of the Schemes. This includes a 
right to terminate if a change of control proposal emerges 
which is superior to the Restructure or a materially adverse 
development arises prior to that time.

Section 7.8.

What if a Securityholder 
does not vote or votes 
against the Restructure?

If a Securityholder who is eligible to participate in the 
Restructure elects to either not vote or to vote against 
the Restructure Resolutions and all conditions to the 
Restructure are satisfied or waived, they will participate in 
the Restructure and receive additional Units in exchange 
for their shares in Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 
and under the Loan Note reduction. This is so even if they 
did not vote or voted against any or all of the Restructure 
Resolutions.

What are the benefits of 
the Restructure?

The Boards consider the Restructure offers a number 
of benefits to Securityholders, which are summarised in 
Section 1.4.

Section 1.4

What are the risks and 
disadvantages of the 
Restructure?

While the Boards intend to recommend that 
Securityholders vote in favour of the Restructure, there are 
various risks and disadvantages which Securityholders 
should consider.

Sections 1.4, 
12.2

What is the Independent 
Expert’s view of the 
Restructure?

On the basis of the matters discussed in their Report, the 
Independent Expert has concluded that the Restructure is 
in the best interests of Securityholders. The Report is set 
out in full in Annexure A. 

Section 1.1 and 
Annexure A



3

35Q & A

2

1

Question Answer Refer to Section

What happens if the 
Restructure does not 
proceed?

If the Restructure does not proceed, the structure 
will remain the same. The consequences for the 
Securityholders are described in Section 1.3.

There are a number of risks and disadvantages of this 
outcome which are described in Section 1.4 and 12.

Sections 1.3, 
1.4, 12

How will the interest 
distribution on the Loan 
Notes for the second half 
of 2010 be calculated if the 
Restructure proceeds and 
will all Securities be entitled 
to the final amount?

The interest on the Loan Notes for the second half of 2010 
will be calculated in accordance with the Loan Note Trust 
Deed as follows:

For the period up to but not including the •	
implementation date of the Restructure – at a rate of 
10.85% per annum on the current face value of the 
Loan Notes ($1.25); and

For the period from (and including) that date – at a rate •	
of 10.85% per annum on the post Restructure reduced 
face value ($0.65).

Section 7.10

What are the tax 
implications for 
Securityholders of the 
Restructure?

A summary of the general tax implications for Australian 
resident retail Securityholders is set out in Section 10.

Section 10

Are CKI and Deutsche 
Bank able to vote on the 
Restructure Resolutions?

Yes, CKI and Deutsche Bank only have the same interest in 
the Restructure Resolutions as other Securityholders.

Section 2.5

What is happening to 
Spark International under 
the Restructure?

Spark International is proposed to be retained in the 
structure in order to preserve the ability for Spark 
Infrastructure to pursue international acquisition 
opportunities in the future, should these arise.

While the restructure of Spark International (being a 
redemption of ordinary shares (and cancellation of 
related CDIs)) is conditional on the Schemes and other 
Restructure Resolutions being approved, the Schemes 
and other Restructure Resolutions are not conditional on 
the redemption of Spark International’s ordinary shares 
proceeding. If Spark International is unable to proceed 
with the redemption, the directors of Spark International 
will unstaple the ordinary shares/CDIs before the other 
implementation steps and proceed to have Spark 
International wound up instead.

The alternative treatment of Spark International is for 
administrative reasons given it is a less significant part 
of the structure and the Bahamas does not have the 
equivalent of the scheme of arrangement provisions under 
the Corporations Act.

Sections 7.6  
and 7.11
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This Section 4 contains some more detailed information of the Entitlement Offer. For a description of the 
benefits of the offer, its key risks and disadvantages, its relationship to the Restructure (which is subject 
to conditions and therefore may not proceed), the use of proceeds and other commercial aspects, see 
Sections 1.1, 1.3 and 1.4.

Spark Infrastructure proposes to raise approximately $295 million under the Entitlement Offer. 

Under the Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure is offering Eligible Securityholders the opportunity to subscribe for  
2 New Securities for every 7 Existing Securities1 held on the Record Date. The Offer Price per New Security is $1.00. 
This Offer Price is the same for both the Institutional Entitlement Offer and the Retail Entitlement Offer and represents:

A discount of 12.7% to the closing price of Securities on 21 September 2010; and•	

A discount of 10.1% to the theoretical ex-rights price.•	

The Entitlement Offer comprises two components:

An Institutional Entitlement Offer, under which Eligible Institutional Securityholders are being invited to take up •	
all or part of their Entitlement, and can apply for New Securities in excess of their Entitlement. The Institutional 
Entitlement Offer will be conducted between 22 and 23 September 2010; and

A Retail Entitlement Offer, under which Eligible Retail Securityholders are being invited to take up all or part of •	
their Entitlement, and can apply for New Securities in excess of their Entitlement. The Retail Entitlement Offer 
opens on 30 September 2010 and closes at 5:00pm (Sydney time) on 21 October 2010.

As the Entitlement Offer is non-renounceable, Entitlements cannot be traded or otherwise transferred on the ASX or 
any other exchange or privately. New Securities representing Entitlements not taken up by Eligible Securityholders, to-
gether with New Securities that would have been offered to Ineligible Securityholders if they had been eligible to partici-
pate, will be sold to Eligible Securityholders who apply for New Securities in excess of their Entitlement, or subscribed 
for by the Joint Lead Managers (or certain Institutional Investors) under the terms of the Underwriting Agreement.

4.1	N ew Securities

Each New Security comprises:

One unit in Spark Trust;•	

One share in Spark Holdings 1;•	

One share in Spark Holdings 2;•	

One CDI representing one share in Spark International; and•	

One Loan Note issued by Spark RE as responsible entity of Spark Trust.•	

The Loan Notes forming part of the New Securities are unsecured notes for the purposes of s283BH of the  
Corporations Act and are issued by the Spark RE as trustee of Spark Trust. They are subordinated to all secured 
and unsecured creditors of Spark Trust for all amounts.

The composition of the Securities will change if the Restructure proceeds.

4.2	I nstitutional Entitlement Offer

Under the Institutional Entitlement Offer, Eligible Institutional Securityholders are invited to subscribe for all or part of 
their Entitlement at the Offer Price. 

An Eligible Institutional Securityholder is a registered Securityholder on the Record Date and to whom  
Spark Infrastructure or the Joint Lead Managers decide to extend an offer to subscribe for New Securities under 
the Institutional Entitlement Offer on the basis they are Institutional Investors, including where the offer is made to a 
person for whom the Securityholder holds Securities. Eligible Institutional Securityholders will be given instructions 
by the Joint Lead Managers as to how to participate in the Institutional Entitlement Offer.

Section 4
Entitlement Offer

1	 Where fractions arise in the calculation of an Entitlement, the Entitlement will be rounded down to the nearest whole number of New 
Securities.
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4.3	R etail Entitlement Offer

Under the Retail Entitlement Offer, Eligible Retail Securityholders are invited to subscribe for all or part of their  
Entitlement at the Offer Price. 

Eligible Retail Securityholders include persons who:

Are registered as Securityholders on the Record Date;•	

Have a registered address in Australia or New Zealand;•	

Are not in the United States or a person acting for the account or benefit of a person in the United States; •	

Are not an Eligible Institutional Securityholder (other than a nominee to the extent that the nominee also holds  •	
on behalf of an Eligible Retail Securityholder) or an Ineligible Securityholder; and 

Are eligible under all applicable securities laws to receive an offer under the Retail Entitlement Offer.•	

If you have acquired Securities after the Record Date these securities will be disregarded in determining your Entitlement.

Spark Infrastructure in its absolute discretion reserves the right to determine whether a Securityholder is an  
Eligible Retail Securityholder and able to participate in the Retail Entitlement Offer, or an Ineligible Securityholder 
and therefore unable to participate in the Retail Entitlement Offer. Spark Infrastructure disclaims all liability to the 
maximum extent permitted by law in respect of the determination as to whether a Securityholder is an Eligible 
Retail Securityholder or an Ineligible Securityholder.

The Retail Entitlement Offer is not being extended to Ineligible Securityholders. It is the responsibility of each  
applicant to ensure compliance with the laws of any country relevant to their Application. 

4.4	O versubscriptions

In addition, Eligible Securityholders (other than related parties of Spark Infrastructure) may also apply for additional 
New Securities in excess of their Entitlement. Spark Infrastructure reserves the right to scale the allocation of any 
New Securities in respect of such applications at its sole discretion.

For the avoidance of doubt, Entitlements of Ineligible Securityholders who are unable to participate in the  
Entitlement Offer (see Section 4.9) will not form part of the Entitlements available to Eligible Retail Securityholders 
for over subscription.

4.5	I mpact of Entitlement Offer on control

The potential effect the Entitlement Offer will have on control of Spark Infrastructure, and the consequences of  
that effect, will depend on a number of factors including investor demand. However given the structure of the  
Entitlement Offer as a pro rata issue and the fact (based on substantial holder notices that have been lodged  
on or prior to the date of this Investor Information Booklet) that no Securityholder has voting power exceeding 
12.41% of Spark Infrastructure, the Entitlement Offer is not expected to have any material effect or consequence 
on the control of Spark Infrastructure.

4.6	U nderwriting

The Entitlement Offer is fully underwritten by the Joint Lead Managers. A summary of the Underwriting Agreement 
is set out in Section 13.2 of this Investor Information Booklet, including the conditions to such underwriting and the 
circumstances in which the Joint Lead Managers are entitled to terminate their underwriting obligations.

4.7	W ithdrawal of the Entitlement Offer

Spark Infrastructure directors reserve the right to withdraw the Entitlement Offer at any time, in which case Spark 
Infrastructure will refund any Application Monies already received in accordance with the Corporations Act and will 
do so without interest. If settlement has already occurred under the Institutional Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure 
may only be able to withdraw the Entitlement Offer with respect to New Securities yet to be issued. 
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4.8	R ecord Date 

The Record Date for determining Entitlements is 7:00pm Sydney time 27 September 2010. 

4.9	I neligible Securityholders 

Ineligible Securityholders will not be able to participate in the Entitlement Offer. Instead, New Securities which 
would otherwise have been available for subscription by Ineligible Securityholders will be offered to select Insti-
tutional Investors (which may include Eligible Institutional Securityholders, excluding any related parties of Spark 
Infrastructure) or subscribed for by the Underwriters in accordance with the Underwriting Agreement. Ineligible 
Securityholders will not receive any proceeds for those securities as they will be subscribed at the Offer Price. 

4.10	N ominees 

Securityholders holding Securities on behalf of persons who are resident outside of Australia or New Zealand are 
responsible for ensuring that taking up their Entitlement does not breach the laws and regulations in the relevant 
foreign jurisdictions. 

Securityholders who are nominees are therefore advised to seek independent advice as to how they should proceed. 

A nominee must not send any materials relating to the Entitlement Offer into the United States or to any person 
that is a US Person or is acting for the account or benefit of a US Person and must not submit an Entitlement and 
Acceptance Form or otherwise accept the Retail Entitlement Offer on behalf of a person in the United States or a 
person that is a US person or is acting for the account or benefit of a US Person.

4.11	R anking of New Securities

New Securities will be issued on a fully paid basis and will rank equally in all respects (including as to payment of 
any distribution payable for the period ending 31 December 2010) with the Existing Securities. 

If the Restructure proceeds, the interest on the Loan Notes for this period will be calculated using the face value of:

$1.25 per Loan Note for the period up to but not including the Restructure implementation date; and •	

$0.65 per Loan Note for the period from that date (including the Restructure implementation date).•	

4.12	R econciliation

In some instances, Securityholders may believe that they own more Existing Securities on the Record Date than 
they ultimately do. This may result in a need for reconciliation. If reconciliation is required, it is possible that Spark 
Infrastructure may need to issue a small quantity of additional New Securities at the same Offer price to ensure all 
Eligible Securityholders have the opportunity to receive their full Entitlement. 

Spark Infrastructure also reserves the right to reduce the number of New Securities allocated to Eligible Security-
holders or persons claiming to be Eligible Securityholders, if their Entitlement claims prove to be overstated, or if 
they or their nominees fail to provide information requested to substantiate their Entitlement claims, or if they are 
indeed not Eligible Securityholders. 

4.13	Q uotation and trading

Spark Infrastructure will apply to the ASX for the official quotation of the New Securities in accordance with Listing 
Rule requirements. 

Subject to approval being granted, it is expected that:

Normal trading of New Securities allotted under the Initial Allotment will commence on 11 October 2010; and•	

Normal trading of New Securities allotted under the Final Allotment will commence on 1 November 2010.•	

4.14	H olding statements

Holding statements are expected to be dispatched to Eligible Securityholders: 



4

39entitlement offer

3

2

1

On 11 October 2010 in respect of New Securities allotted under the Initial Allotment; and•	

On 1 November 2010 in respect of New Securities allotted under the Final Allotment.•	

It is the responsibility of each applicant to confirm their holding before trading in New Securities. Any applicant who 
sells New Securities before receiving confirmation of their holding in the form of their holding statement will do so 
at their own risk. Spark Infrastructure and the Joint Lead Managers disclaim all liability whether in negligence or 
otherwise (and to the maximum extent permitted by law) to persons who trade New Securities before receiving 
their holding statements, whether on the basis of confirmation of the allocation provided by Spark Infrastructure, 
the Registry or the Joint Lead Managers.

4.15	F oreign selling restrictions

This Investor Information Booklet and any accompanying documents do not constitute an offer or invitation in  
any jurisdiction in which, or to any person to whom, it would not be lawful to make such an offer or invitation.  
The distribution of this Investor Information Booklet and any accompanying documents in jurisdictions outside  
Australia and New Zealand may be restricted by law and anyone who receives this Investor Information Booklet 
and any accompanying documents should seek advice and observe such restrictions. Any failure to comply with 
such restrictions may constitute a violation of applicable securities law. No action has been taken to register or 
qualify the New Securities or the Entitlement Offer or otherwise permit a public offering of securities in any  
jurisdiction outside of Australia or New Zealand.

Refer to Annexure C for specific restrictions in respect of various jurisdictions in respect of the Entitlement Offer.

Securityholders outside of Australia and New Zealand considering whether or not to participate in the Entitlement 
Offer should have regard to Section 7.9(b). Ineligible Overseas Securityholders are not able to participate in the 
Restructure and their holdings of Securities will be sold as described in Section 7.9(b).

4.16	T ax

The taxation consequences of the Entitlement Offer for Securityholders will depend on the personal taxation and 
financial circumstances of each Securityholder. A summary of the Australian general taxation implications for 
Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholders is discussed in Section 10 and it is important that you read this 
carefully. Securityholders should consult their own taxation advisers about the taxation consequences before 
deciding whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer.
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Eligible Retail Securityholders should read this Section in its entirety for instructions on the choices 
available to you. Eligible Institutional Securityholders should contact the Joint Lead Managers for 
information as to how to participate in the Institutional Entitlement Offer.

5.1	W hat is my Entitlement

Eligible Retail Securityholders will receive a personalised Entitlement and Acceptance Form setting out their Entitle-
ment, which accompanies this Investor Information Booklet. Your Entitlement has been calculated as 2 New Secu-
rities for every 7 Existing Securities you held as at the Record Date1. If you have multiple holdings, you will be sent 
more than one personalised Entitlement and Acceptance Form and you will have separate Entitlements for each 
separate holding (refer to Section 5.3).

5.2	C hoices available to Eligible Retail Securityholders

If you are an Eligible Retail Securityholder, you may do any one of the following:

Take up all or part of your Entitlement (refer to Section 5.3);1.	

Take up all of your Entitlement and apply for additional New Securities in excess of your Entitlement (refer to 2.	
Section 5.3); or

Do nothing, in which case all of your Entitlement will lapse (refer to Section 5.7).3.	

5.3	I f you wish to take up all of, or part of, or more than your 
Entitlement 

If you wish to take up your Entitlement in full, in part or take up your Entitlement and apply for additional New Secu-
rities, there are two ways you can submit your Application and Application Monies.

5.3.1	S ubmit your completed Entitlement and Acceptance Form together with 
cheque, bank draft or money order for all Application Monies

To apply and pay by cheque, bank draft or money order, you should:

Read this Investor Information Booklet and the Entitlement and Acceptance Form in their entirety and seek •	
appropriate professional advice if necessary; 

Complete the personalised Entitlement and Acceptance Form accompanying this Investor Information Booklet •	
in accordance with the instructions set out on that form, and indicate the number of New Securities you wish to 
apply for (all or part of your Entitlement plus any additional New Securities in excess of your Entitlement you wish 
to apply for); and

Return the form to the Registry (address details below) together with a cheque, bank draft or money order which •	
must be:

in respect of the full Application Monies (being $1.00 multiplied by the number of New Securities you wish to •	
subscribe for);

in Australian currency drawn on an Australian branch of a financial institution; and •	

made payable to ‘Spark Infrastructure Application Account’ and crossed ‘Not Negotiable’.•	

You should ensure that sufficient funds are held in relevant account(s) to cover the full Application Monies. 

Cash payments will not be accepted. Receipts for payment will not be issued.

Section 5
How to Apply – Eligible Retail 
Securityholders

1	 Where fractions arise in the calculation of an Entitlement, the Entitlement will be rounded down to the nearest whole number of New 
Securities.
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You need to ensure that your completed Entitlement and Acceptance Form and cheque, bank draft or money order 
in respect of the full Application Monies reaches the Registry at the following address:

Postal Address:	 Hand delivery address: 
GPO Box 505	 Level 4,  
Melbourne VIC 3001	 60 Carrington Street 
	 Sydney NSW 2000 

Entitlement and Acceptance Forms (and payments for any Application Monies) will not be accepted at Spark Infra-
structure’s registered or corporate offices.

For the convenience of Eligible Retail Securityholders, an Australian reply paid envelope addressed to the Registry 
has been enclosed with this Investor Information Booklet. 

Note that if you have more than one holding of Securities, you will be sent more than one personalised Entitlement 
and Acceptance Form and you will have separate Entitlements for each separate holding. A separate Entitlement and 
Acceptance Form and payment of Application Monies must be completed for each separate Entitlement you hold. 

5.3.2 	P ayment via BPay® 

To apply and pay via BPay®, you should:

read this Investor Information Booklet and the Entitlement and Acceptance Form in their entirety and seek •	
appropriate professional advice if necessary;

make your payment in respect of the full Application Monies via BPay® for the number of New Securities you •	
wish to subscribe for (being the Offer Price of $1.00 per New Security multiplied by the number of New Securi-
ties you are applying for (all or part of your Entitlement plus any additional New Securities in excess of your Enti-
tlement you wish to apply for)) so that it is received by no later than Final Retail Acceptance Date, being 5:00 pm 
(Sydney time) on 21 October 2010. You can only make a payment via BPay® if you are the holder of an account 
with an Australian financial institution.

If you choose to pay via BPay® you are not required to submit the Entitlement and Acceptance Form but are taken 
to make the statements on that form and representations outlined below in Section 5.6, including the Eligible Retail 
Securityholder declarations set out at the inside back cover of this Investor Information Booklet.

If you have multiple holdings you will have multiple BPay® reference numbers. To ensure you receive your Entitle-
ment in respect of that holding, you must use the reference number shown on each personalised Entitlement and 
Acceptance Form when paying for any New Securities that you wish to apply for in respect of that holding.

5.4	T iming of acceptances and allotment of New Securities

If you wish to be allotted New Securities at the same time as Eligible Institutional Securityholders on the Initial Al-
lotment Date being 11 October 2010, your Entitlement and Acceptance Form (if applying by cheque, bank draft 
or money order) and your Application Monies must be received by the Registry by no later than 5:00 pm (Sydney 
time) on 6 October 2010 and cleared funds are received by 8 October. If cleared funds are not received by this 
time, the Registry will retain your Application Monies and process your application as part of the Retail Entitlement 
Offer as though you submitted your payment after the initial Retail Acceptance Date. Any allocation in respect of 
an Application for New Securities in excess of an Eligible Retail Securityholder’s Entitlement will be allotted with the 
Final Allotment on 29 October 2010.

If your Application Monies and your Entitlement and Acceptance Form (if applying by cheque, bank draft or money 
order) are received after the Initial Retail Acceptance Date, but before the Final Retail Acceptance Date, or if cleared 
funds are received after 8 October 2010, New Securities will be allotted to you on the Final Allotment Date, 29 
October 2010.

Entitlement and Acceptance Forms and payments for Application Monies will not be accepted after the Final Retail 
Acceptance Date, being 5:00 pm (Sydney time) on 21 October 2010, and no New Securities will be issued to you 
in respect of any applications received after the Final Retail Acceptance Date. 

Applicants should be aware that their own financial institution may implement earlier cut off times with regards to 
electronic payment, and should therefore take this into consideration when making payment of Application Monies.

5.5	A djustments to Applications

If the amount of Application Monies is insufficient to pay in full for the number of New Securities you have applied for, or 
is more than the number of New Securities you applied for, you will be taken to have applied for such whole number of 
New Securities which is covered in full by your Application Monies. Alternatively, your Application will be rejected. 
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5.5  Adjustments to Applications continued

To the extent that valid Applications for additional New Securities in excess of Entitlements are received by the Ini-
tial Retail Acceptance Date, those portions of the Applications will be held over until the Final Allotment Date. If you 
apply for additional New Securities in excess of your Entitlement and you are not allocated all or some of the ad-
ditional New Securities applied for, the relevant Application Monies will be refunded to you after the Final Allotment 
Date in accordance with the Corporations Act, without interest. The decision of Spark Infrastructure on the number 
of New Securities to be allocated to you will be final. If you have provided details of an account with an Australian fi-
nancial institution for payment of distributions, we intend to refund any relevant Application Monies to that account, 
otherwise you will receive your refund by cheque.

5.6	I mplications of making an Application

Returning a completed Entitlement and Acceptance Form or paying any Application Monies for New Securities via 
BPay® will be taken to constitute a representation by the Eligible Retail Securityholder that they:

Have received a copy of this Investor Information Booklet accompanying the Entitlement and Acceptance Form, 1.	
and read them in their entirety;

Make the Eligible Retail Securityholder declarations set out at inside back cover of this Investor Information 2.	
Booklet; and

Acknowledge that once the Entitlement and Acceptance Form is returned, or a BPay® payment instruction is given 3.	
in relation to any Application Monies, the Application may not be varied or withdrawn except as required by law.

5.7	I f you do nothing

If you are an Eligible Retail Securityholder and you do nothing, then New Securities representing your Entitlement will 
be offered to Eligible Securityholders who apply for New Securities in excess of their Entitlement, or subscribed for by 
the Joint Lead Managers (or certain select Institutional Investors) under the terms of the Underwriting Agreement.

You should also note that, if you do not take up all your Entitlement, then your percentage holding in Spark Infra-
structure will be reduced. 

5.8	C ustodians/Nominees

The Retail Entitlement Offer is being made to Eligible Retail Securityholders. Spark Infrastructure is not required to 
determine whether or not any registered holder is acting as nominee or custodian or the identity or residence of any 
beneficial owners of Spark Infrastructure stapled securities.

Where any Eligible Retail Securityholder is acting as a nominee for a foreign person, that holder, in dealing with its 
beneficiary, will need to assess whether indirect participation by the beneficiary in the Retail Entitlement Offer is 
permitted under applicable foreign securities laws.

5.9	R ead the enclosed information and seek advice as appropriate

The Entitlement Offer is not being made under a prospectus or product disclosure statement. The Entitlement Offer 
is being made pursuant to provisions of the Corporations Act which permit entitlement offers to be made by  
providing certain confirmations to the market. It does not contain all of the information which may be required in 
order to make an informed decision regarding, or about the rights attaching to, the New Securities.

As a result, it is important for Eligible Retail Securityholders to read and understand the publicly available information 
on Spark Infrastructure and the Entitlement Offer prior to deciding whether or not to accept the invitation to subscribe 
for all of, part of or more than their Entitlement. In particular this Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form contain important information about the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure. You 
should read them carefully and in their entirety before deciding whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer. 
Further information on Spark Infrastructure is contained in Spark Infrastructure’s Annual Reports and other announce-
ments made by Spark Infrastructure.

If you are in doubt as to the course you should follow you should consult your stockbroker, accountant or other 
professional adviser. If you:

Have questions in relation to the Existing Securities upon which your Entitlement has been calculated;•	
Have questions on how to complete the Entitlement and Acceptance Form or take up your Entitlement; or•	
Have lost your Entitlement and Acceptance Form and would like a replacement form, •	

Please call the Spark Infrastructure Securityholder Information Line on 1300 608 629 (within Australia) and +61 3 
9415 4068 (outside Australia) at any time from 8.30am to 5:00pm (Sydney time) during the Entitlement Offer Period.
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6.1	S park Infrastructure Group – overview

Spark Infrastructure was listed in December 2005 with seed assets acquired from Cheung Kong Infrastructure 
Holdings Limited (CKI) and Hong Kong Electric Holdings (HKE). Spark Infrastructure is managed by an external 
manager, Spark Infrastructure Management Limited (the Manager), which is 50% owned by CKI and 50% owned 
by RREEF Infrastructure (RREEF). The Manager manages the existing investments of Spark Infrastructure under a 
management agreement (the Management Agreement). See Section 2.5 for details of CKI and RREEF’s interests in 
Spark Infrastructure Securities and Section 2.6 for details of the Management Agreement.

Spark Infrastructure is currently a stapled security, with each Security comprising a unit in Spark Trust, a loan note 
issued by Spark Trust and a share in each of Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and a CHESS Depositary Interest 
(CDI) representing a share in Spark International. Further details on the current structure and the proposed Restruc-
ture are set out in Section 7 of this Investor Information Booklet.

Spark Infrastructure has a 49% interest in the three Australian electricity distribution businesses (the Asset Compa-
nies) it acquired at time of listing:

•	 ETSA Utilities (ETSA Utilities) based in South Australia;

•	 CitiPower Pty Limited (CitiPower), servicing Melbourne’s inner suburbs and central business district; and 

•	 Powercor Australia Limited (Powercor) based in Victoria, servicing western Victoria (including the western sub-
urbs of Melbourne).

Spark Infrastructure’s investments in CitiPower and Powercor are held through a company called CHEDHA, which 
owns 100% of CitiPower and Powercor and in which Spark Infrastructure holds a 49% interest. The remaining 51% 
equity interest in CHEDHA and ETSA Utilities is held by CKI and HKE. 

Since the initial public offering, Spark Infrastructure has maintained its 49% interest in the three underlying assets 
and over this time, the proportional EBITDA1 has increased from $517 million in 2005 to $617 million in 2009, 
representing an average annual growth rate of 4.5%. Similarly, the Regulatory Asset Base (RAB) has increased 
by average annual growth rates of 5.1%, 7.3% and 2.6% per annum at CitiPower, Powercor and ETSA Utilities 
respectively over the same period. As at 31 December 2009, Spark Infrastructure’s proportional share of the Asset 
Companies’ total RAB was $2.98 billion (49% of $6.09 billion).

6.2	ETSA  Utilities – company overview

ETSA Utilities operates the only significant electricity distribution business in South Australia, servicing Adelaide and all of 
the major population centres in the State. ETSA Utilities is held 49% by Spark Infrastructure and 51% by CKI and HKE.

(a)	 Overview of assets
Serving more than 812,000 residential, commercial, and industrial customers, ETSA Utilities connects residential 
and business customers to a safe and reliable supply of electricity. Retailers, who sell electricity to customers after 
having purchased energy from generators, pay ETSA Utilities for the use of the distribution system to deliver elec-
tricity to the customer.

ETSA Utilities’ distribution network comprises a route length of over 86,000 kilometres and has a RAB of approxi-
mately $2.75 billion as at 31 December 2009. 

Date acquired	 Owned at time of listing (December 2005) 

% interest	 49%

Location	 South Australia

Capital expenditure requirements	 The AER’s final distribution determination in May 2010 confirmed that capi-
tal expenditure for ETSA Utilities will double in the next regulatory period to 
c.$1.65 billion

RAB (as at 31 December 2009)	 $2.75 billion

Next regulatory reset	 1 July 2015

2009 EBITDA	 $624.4 million

Section 6
Overview of Spark Infrastructure 
and trading update

1	 Spark Infrastructure’s 49% share of Asset Companies’ earnings before interest taxes depreciation and amortisation.
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6.2  ETSA Utilities – company overview continued

(b)	 Overview of 2009 and six months ending June 2010 financial performance
In the 2009 financial year, ETSA Utilities’ EBITDA increased by 16.0% to $624.4 million due to higher prescribed 
revenues of $538.5 million and non-prescribed revenues of $313.4 million. Growth in regulated revenue was  
primarily due to higher tariffs, which moved up in line with the regulatory formula and operating costs were lower 
largely due to lower unregulated revenue.

ETSA Utilities also experienced continued growth in employee numbers mainly due to the success of its apprentice 
recruitment program.

ETSA Utilities also undertakes non-regulated operations which include the Construction and Maintenance Services 
(CaMS) group. The CaMS group provides services including substation design and construction, transmission and 
distribution line maintenance and construction, telecommunications engineering and design and material sales, for 
other entities. Major customers include ElectraNet (making up approximately 50% of CaMS revenue), mining and 
other companies with specific electricity infrastructure needs, and windfarm companies. It also provides services in 
the State of Victoria to Powercor and Jemena, electricity distributors.

6.3	CHEDHA  – company overview

CHEDHA holds a 100% interest in each of the CitiPower and Powercor electricity distribution businesses. CHEDHA 
is held 49% by Spark Infrastructure and 51% by CKI and HKE.

(a)	 Overview of assets
CitiPower
CitiPower owns and operates the distribution network that supplies electricity to approximately 305,000 custom-
ers in Melbourne’s CBD and inner suburbs. These customers include some of Australia’s largest companies, public 
transport systems and cultural and sporting venues. 

CitiPower charges retailers for the use of the distribution system to deliver electricity to the retailer’s customers.  
The network itself consists of 6,478 kilometres of distribution line spanning approximately 157 square kilometres 
and has a RAB of $1.22 billion as at 31 December 2009.

Date acquired	 Owned at time of listing (December 2005) 

% interest	 49%

Location	 Melbourne

Capital expenditure requirements	 AMI or “smart meters”

Roll-out commenced late 2009 •	

Project estimated to have total capital expenditure requirements for •	
Powercor and CitiPower of c. $630 million, with half of the capital 
expenditure required in 2012 – 2013

	 Supply security project for the Melbourne CBD

Capital expenditure will be required to augment the system as part •	
of this project which is added to the RAB and contributable to future 
revenue

	 Regulated capital expenditure is expected grow significantly in the next 
regulatory period

RAB (as at 31 December 2009)	 $1.22 billion

Next regulatory reset 	 1 January 2011

2009 EBITDA	 $635.5 million (combined with Powercor)

Powercor
Powercor operates the primary electricity distribution business in the central and western region of the State of 
Victoria, serving more than 698,000 residential, commercial, and industrial customers. The primary business is the 
operation, construction, and maintenance of the electricity distribution network – a strategic community asset that 
constitutes a core component of the region’s infrastructure.

Powercor charges retailers for the use of the distribution system to deliver electricity to the retailer’s customers. 
Powercor’s distribution network covers 150,000 square kilometres, has a route length in excess of 80,000  
kilometres and has a RAB of $2.12 billion as at 31 December 2009. 
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Date acquired	 Owned at time of listing (December 2005) 

% interest	 49%

Location	 Victoria

Capital expenditure requirements	 AMI or “smart meters”

Roll-out commenced late 2009 •	

Project estimated to have total capital expenditure requirements for •	
Powercor and CitiPower of c.$630 million, with half of the capital 
expenditure required in 2012 – 2013

	 Regulated capital expenditure for next regulatory period expected to grow 
substantially

RAB (as at 31 December 2009)	 $2.12 billion

Next regulatory reset 	 1 January 2011

2009 EBITDA	 $635.5 million (combined with CitiPower)

(b)	 Overview of 2009 and six months ending June 2010 financial performance
In the 2009 financial year, CHEDHA had total revenues of $910.2 million and total EBITDA of $635.5 million. The 
7.5% increase in EBITDA over the prior year was largely as a result of increases in prescribed revenue including 
the roll-out of AMI. Regulated revenue increased by 9.4% (including $32.1 million or 113% increase in metering 
revenue) despite a 0.1% fall in electricity sales volume while operating expenditure increased by 7.1% largely due to 
budgeted cost increases related to the regulated business.

CitiPower and Powercor undertake unregulated business activities though CHED Services and Powercor Network Services. 

CHED Services provides common back office services to CitiPower and Powercor Network Services. CHED 
Services also provides some of these services on commercial terms to other entities, predominantly in the Cheung 
Kong Group. This includes customer services (Full Retail Contestability support and Contact Centre operations) to 
ETSA Utilities, and IT services to third parties including ETSA Utilities and Northern Gas Networks Limited. CHED 
Services also provides back office services to Wellington Electricity Lines Limited.

Powercor Network Services provides design, construction and maintenance services to CitiPower and Powercor to 
augment and maintain the distribution networks. In addition, Powercor Network Services provides similar services 
to other electrical infrastructure businesses (transmission and distribution networks) located in Victoria, New South 
Wales, Queensland and Tasmania or customers requiring design, construction or maintenance of electrical infra-
structure on a project basis.

6.4	R egulation

The electricity industry in Australia is regulated through Commonwealth and State regulatory bodies. From January 
2008, the wholesale electricity industry became subject to economic regulation by the AER.

The AER’s functions are focussed on regulating the natural monopoly electricity transmission and distribution sec-
tors. AER has the power to regulate electricity distribution pricing. The legal framework and objectives for making 
price determinations require that AER use price regulation adopting a CPI-X approach and with a regulatory period 
of not less than five years.

Regulatory resets take effect from 1 July 2010 (ETSA Utilities) and from 1 January 2011 (CitiPower and Powercor) 
providing relatively certain revenues for the following five years.

Spark Infrastructure regulatory reset milestones

	 ETSA Utilities	 CitiPower and Powercor

Issue of Draft Decision	 27 November 2009	 4 June 2010

Business submits revised  
Regulatory Proposal	 14 January 2010	 21 July 2010

AER issues Final Decision	 6 May 2010	 30 October 2010

Regulatory reset (start date)	 1 July 2010	 1 January 2011

Regulatory period ending date	 30 June 2015	 31 December 2015

Full details of the regulatory submissions and determinations are available from the AER at aer.

In relation to Victoria (CitiPower and Powercor) there is a separate regulatory regime relating to AMI.
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6.5	F inancial overview and trading update for Spark Infrastructure

On 23 August 2010, Spark Infrastructure announced a strong underlying half year 2010 performance based 
on consistent growth in the regulated electricity distribution network activities of the three electricity distribution 
businesses in which Spark Infrastructure has a 49% interest – ETSA Utilities, CitiPower and Powercor. 

HY 2010 Financial Results 

Spark Infrastructure underlying income was up 9.4%•	
Prescribed (regulated) revenue of the Asset Companies was up 4.5% due to improved tariff mix and increased •	
metering revenue

Operating cashflows were down 54.4% due to lower levels of distributions and loan repayments from the Asset •	
Companies which were retained to fund regulated capital expenditure growth. The timing of distributions receivable 
from the Asset Companies across 2010 is also significantly different to that of the prior year, with a larger portion of 
planned distributions expected to be received in the second half of the 2010 year. Spark Infrastructure’s propor-
tionate share of the Asset Companies’ look-through operating cashflow for the period was $84.1 million.

Spark Infrastructure financial performance HY 2010 ($ million) HY 2009 ($ million) Variance (%)

Total income (underlying) 150.2 137.3 +9.4%

Profit before loan note interest and tax (underlying) 128.0 117.2 +9.2%

Operating and investing cashflows (stand alone) 44.0 96.4 -54.4%

HY 2010 highlights 
ETSA Utilities commenced its new five year regulatory period on 1 July 2010•	
CitiPower and Powercor have provided revised proposals to the AER following the release of the regulator’s draft •	
decision in June 2010

Distribution to Securityholders of 6.72 cents per Security paid for HY 2010•	
At the end of the period, Spark Infrastructure’s net gearing including its proportionate share of the Asset •	
Companies’ debt, was 60.4%, with effective interest rate hedging of 89.5%.

On 13 September 2010 Spark Infrastructure announced it had successfully syndicated its new $250 million debt 
facility package. This new facility will be used to repay Spark Infrastructure’s existing $225 million debt maturity due 
in December 2010, and comprises a 3-year revolving facility of $165 million and a 4-year term loan of $85 million. 
Following repayment of Spark Infrastructure’s remaining debt maturity due in June 2011 from the proceeds of the 
Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure will have no debt maturities until September 2013.

The Asset Companies continue to experience steady growth in regulated electricity distribution revenues and have 
maintained a steady flow of non-prescribed revenues in their respective businesses. 

Given the commencement of the new regulatory period for ETSA Utilities and the upcoming release of the AER’s 
final decision for CitiPower and Powercor, the portfolio of Asset Companies is approaching the point in the 
regulatory cycle which offers the greatest degree of certainty. Spark Infrastructure notes that ETSA Utilities has 
been granted leave to appeal by the Australian Competition Tribunal in relation to the value of imputation credits 
(gamma) and the level of its opening RAB; while the AER’s final decision for CitiPower and Powercor is expected in 
October 2010 following the consideration of revised submissions made in response to AER’s draft determination.

6.6	D istributions

(a) Approach to distributions
Spark Infrastructure is shifting from a yield focussed security to an investment offering distribution yield and capital 
growth in Spark Infrastructure’s equity investment in the Asset Companies’ RAB.

Spark Infrastructure only pays out distributions which are fully supported by operating cashflows. Operating 
cashflows are reviewed at both the Spark Infrastructure level as well as on a look-through proportionate basis, i.e. 
including Spark Infrastructure’s 49% interest share of the Asset Companies relevant operating cashflows. Operat-
ing cashflows are calculated after deducting an allowance for maintaining the Asset Companies’ Regulatory Asset 
Bases. Distribution coverage by operating cashflows is assessed annually, while also taking into account the 
relevant 5-year regulatory period under which the Asset Companies are operating.
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If the Restructure proceeds, distributions paid to Securityholders can comprise interest income on the Loan 
Notes, return of capital on Units and income distributions from Spark Trust. Consistent with prior years, it is 
expected that the majority of the distributions to Securityholders in the future will comprise interest income 
on the Loan Notes. After the Restructure, the Loan Note interest obligation per Security per annum will be 
approximately 7.0 cents.

Under the Loan Note Trust Deed, interest on the Loan Notes is payable half yearly in arrears but may be Deferred in 
certain circumstances (see Section 1.2). The Directors note that the Asset Companies have indicated they wish to 
retain a greater proportion of cash from operations to fund the expected rise in capital expenditure.

Unless otherwise determined by Spark RE, the distributable income of Spark Trust will not be less than the taxable 
income of Spark Trust. Spark Trust will, unless otherwise determined by Spark RE, distribute all of its taxable 
income. Refer to Section 10 for a general summary of the tax treatment of distributions post Restructure.

Spark Infrastructure has a distribution reinvestment plan (DRP) which enables Securityholders to reinvest their 
distributions into Securities. The DRP was operative in respect of the distribution paid in September 2009, and 
Spark Infrastructure expects to re-activate the DRP in the future as required to help finance capital expenditure in 
the Asset Companies.

Distributions to Securityholders are expected to be payable half yearly in March and September each year in re-
spect of the preceding six month periods. 

(b) Guidance for 2010 and 2011
The Directors have announced distribution guidance for the second half of 2010 of around 5.6 cents per Security. 
The distribution will be payable in March 2011.  

The Directors have also provided distribution guidance for the 2011 year of 9.11 cents per Security comprising  
7.0 cents Loan Note interest and 2.11 cents return of capital:

• An interim distribution of 4.50 cents per Security for the first half, reflecting an annualised rate  
of 9.0 cents per Security; and

• A final distribution of 4.61 cents per Security for the second half, reflecting annualised growth  
of 2.5% from the first half distribution.

If the Restructure proceeds, distributions in accordance with the guidance will satisfy the post Restructure interest 
obligations on the Loan Notes. If the Restructure does not proceed, the distribution is likely to comprise Loan Note 
interest only and there may be a Deferral of the balance of the interest for the relevant period (refer to Sections 1.2, 
1.4 and 12.2 for further details on consequences and risks and disadvantages of a potential Deferral).

The distribution guidance has been provided as a guide for investors only. It is not a forecast and actual 
distributions may vary. The current Loan Note Interest obligation is 13.56 cents per Security per annum. 
See Section 10 in relation to taxation generally. 

This distribution guidance has been prepared by Spark Infrastructure. It is not certain that the distributions 
described will be achieved. Please refer to Sections 6.8 and 11 for more detail on the key assumptions on 
which the guidance is based, Section 1.3 concerning Repositioning outcomes, and Sections 1.4 and 12 for 
risk factors.

The Regulatory Asset Base of the Asset Companies is expected to grow by 6.9%-9.2%1 per annum over the next 
five year regulatory periods, based on:

• The AER’s final determination for ETSA Utilities;

• The AER’s draft determinations for CitiPower and Powercor (and submissions in response); and

• Inclusion of approved capital expenditure for AMI assets.

1	 6.9% is based on the CitiPower and Powercor draft determinations. 9.2% is based on submissions in response to the CitiPower and 
Powercor draft determinations. Each figure is based on the final ETSA determination. Regulatory determinations and submissions are 
available at aer
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6.7	D istributions from the Asset Companies to Spark Infrastructure

Investors in Spark Infrastructure participate in the aggregated earnings and cash flows of the Asset Companies 
through the payment of distributions from the Asset Companies to Spark Infrastructure. 

Spark Infrastructure receives a return on its 49% investment in the Asset Companies in the form of payment of 
interest on subordinated debt, partnership distributions, dividend income and returns on capital. These returns 
from the investment in the Asset Companies are Spark Infrastructure’s main source of funds for distributions to 
Securityholders. 

While net profit or loss will have an impact on the overall ability of the Asset Companies to pay dividends to Spark 
Infrastructure, it is not believed to be indicative of the capability of the Asset Companies to pay distributions to 
Spark Infrastructure. Rather, it is the ability of the Asset Companies to generate free cash flow from operations after 
funds required for capital expenditure and the servicing of Senior Debt that determines the ability of the Asset Com-
panies to pay distributions to Spark Infrastructure. 

6.8	 key assumptions supporting distribution guidance

The distribution guidance provided in Section 6.6 has been prepared based on certain assumptions about future events 
which are set out in Section 11. 

These summaries are intended to assist investors in assessing the reasonableness and likelihood of those future 
events occurring. Investors should be aware that the impact of future events may have a materially different positive 
or negative effect on the distribution guidance.

These assumptions are by their very nature subject to significant uncertainty and contingencies, many of which are 
outside the control of Spark Infrastucture and the Asset Companies and are not capable of reliable prediction.

Accordingly neither Spark Infrastructure or its Directors can give any assurance that the guidance will be achieved.

Spark Infrastructure’s distribution profile will continue to reflect cashflows expected to be available from the Asset 
Companies. The underlying cashflows of the Asset Companies may be impacted by deviations from key assump-
tions used in preparing the distribution guidance. In most scenarios, given an adverse change to an assumption, 
Spark Infrastructure or the Asset Companies would be expected to undertake proactive steps to mitigate the 
impact of any potential negative impacts on earnings or cashflows. Nonetheless, mitigation may not be possible 
and potential investors should carefully review the key assumptions set out in Section 11 and the risk factors in 
Sections 1.4 and 12 in conjunction with the distribution guidance.
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This Section 7 contains some more detailed information of the Restructure. For a description of the  
Restructure objectives, the key benefits, its key risks and disadvantages and other commercial aspects, 
the Strategic Review options, the Independent Expert’s conclusion and the Boards’ recommendation 
see Sections 1 and 2.

7.1	O verview

The Restructure involves:

A partial repayment of the Loan Notes which results in reduction of the principal amount outstanding (face •	
value of $1.25) of the Loan Notes held by Securityholders with the amount repaid to be applied to the issue of 
additional Units to Securityholders. This is being undertaken to realign Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest 
obligations with the cashflows expected to be available from the Asset Companies; and

A simplification to Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure so that Spark Infrastructure •	
becomes a single listed entity (Spark Trust) with two stapled securities (comprising a Loan Note and a Unit).

As at the date of this Investor Information Booklet, the Stapled Entities have entered into a Restructure Implemen-
tation Deed whereby the parties have agreed to use their respective best endeavours to give effect to the Re-
structure subject to the terms of the Restructure Implementation Deed, their respective Constitutions, the law, the 
Listing Rules and the ASX Settlement Operating Rules. A summary of the Restructure Implementation Deed is set 
out in Section 13 of this Investor Information Booklet.

7.2	C urrent structure and impact of Repositioning

The current capital and ownership structure of Spark Infrastructure is detailed in the following diagram:

 

7.3	E ntitlement Offer

Spark Infrastructure proposes to raise approximately $295 million under the Entitlement Offer. The Entitlement Offer 
will have the impact of increasing the total Loan Notes principal from $1,290 million to approximately $1,658 million, 
being $1.25 for each New Security issued. Further detail of the Entitlement Offer is set out in Section 4.
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7.4	R estructure

Following the Restructure, Securityholders will hold a stapled security comprising a Unit and a Loan Note issued by 
Spark Trust. In turn Spark Trust will hold all the ordinary shares in Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark 
International, so they become subsidiaries, as illustrated below. 

7.5	E xternal management and governance arrangements

Following the Restructure, Spark Infrastructure will continue to remain externally managed and it is intended that 
arrangements will be put in place to replicate the current governance arrangements. Refer to Sections 2.6 and 2.7 
for details.

7.6	S teps to implement the Restructure

There are a number of key steps in implementing the Restructure, being:

(a)	 Temporary unstapling of Securities: The Securities will be temporarily unstapled - this is required so that 
each component of the stapled security is able to be dealt with separately to implement the further steps in the 
Restructure;

(b)	 Redemption of Spark International shares and cancellation of CDIs: Spark International ordinary shares 
will be redeemed (and the related CDIs cancelled) under the constitutional amendments set out in Section 
7.11(d). No cash will be paid to Securityholders in connection with the redemption. Spark International is a 
dormant company and does not have any assets;

(c)	 Spark International becomes a subsidiary of Spark Trust: Simultaneous with the redemption of its exist-
ing ordinary shares, Spark International will issue one new ordinary share to Spark Trust, so that it becomes a 
subsidiary of Spark Trust;

(d)	 Partial repayment of principal on Loan Notes in exchange for additional Units: Spark RE will repay part 
of the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes ($0.60 face value per Loan Note) on condition that the 
proceeds are applied to the issue of additional Units pursuant to the Note Scheme. No cash will be payable. 
Effectively, that portion of the Loan Note principal will be converted from debt to equity in Spark Trust and the 
face value of the Loan Notes would be reduced to $0.65 per Loan Note;

(e)	 Spark Holdings 1 acquired by Spark Trust for additional Units: Spark Trust will acquire all of Spark Hold-
ings 1 ordinary shares so that Spark Holdings 1 becomes a subsidiary of Spark Trust. In return, Securityhold-
ers will be issued one new Unit for every one Spark Holdings 1 ordinary share held pursuant to the Spark 
Holdings 1 Member Scheme;

(f)	 Spark Holdings 2 acquired by Spark Trust for additional Units: Spark Trust will acquire all of Spark 
Holdings 2 ordinary shares so that Spark Holdings 2 becomes a subsidiary of Spark Trust. In return, 
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CHESS Depositary Interests over shares in 
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Securityholders will be issued one new Unit for every one Spark Holdings 2 ordinary share held pursuant  
to the Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme;

(g)	 Unit consolidation: After the issue of additional Units, Spark RE will undertake a unit consolidation such that 
the number of Units that a Securityholder holds is the same as the number of Securities that the Securityholder 
held at that time; and

(h)	 Restapling of Units to Loan Notes: Spark RE will then restaple the consolidated Units and Loan Notes at a 
ratio of 1 for 1.

It is intended that the restapled Units and Loan Notes would then resume normal trading on the ASX. Spark 
Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International would be removed from the official list of the ASX.

If the Schemes are able to be implemented but the other conditions to the redemption of Spark International ordi-
nary shares (and cancellation of CDIs) (including Securityholder approval) are not satisfied or waived to permit the 
redemption to occur on or within a reasonable time after the implementation date for the Restructure, the directors 
of Spark International will proceed to unstaple the Spark International ordinary shares/CDIs from the stapled securi-
ties (while the other components remain stapled) and wind it up. 

The Manager holds a special share in each of Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International. The 
special share entitles the holder to appoint one less than half of the maximum number of directors on the relevant 
Boards. As part of the Restructure, CKI and RREEF being the ultimate owners of the manager have agreed in prin-
ciple, subject to legal documentation to transfer the special share held by the Manager in Spark Holdings 1, Spark 
Holdings 2 and Spark International to Spark Trust.

Following the Restructure, it is contemplated that there will be some consequential changes in Spark Infrastruc-
ture’s intra-group loans. See Section 8.2 for further details.

7.7	T ax consequences of the Restructure

The taxation consequences of the Restructure for Securityholders will depend on the personal taxation and finan-
cial circumstances of each Securityholder. General taxation implications of the Restructure for Australian resident 
retail Securityholders eligible to participate are discussed in Section 10 and it is important that you read this care-
fully. Securityholders should consult their own taxation advisers about the taxation consequences for them if all 
aspects of the Repositioning are implemented.

7.8	C onditions and termination rights

The Restructure is subject to a number of conditions. Importantly, the Restructure will only proceed if the Entitlement 
Offer is completed. Set out below are all of the conditions to the implementation of the Restructure which are set out 
in the Restructure Implementation Deed, together with a brief description of the status of these conditions.

Conditions - generally Status

Completion of the Entitlement Offer The Entitlement Offer is fully underwritten. The 
Underwriting Agreement is subject to a number of 
customary termination events which are summarised 
in Section 13.2.

Independent Expert’s Report: The Independent 
Expert not changing or withdrawing its conclusion in 
its Independent Expert’s Report (which is set out in 
Annexure A) that the Schemes are in the best interests 
of Securityholders

Spark Infrastructure is not aware of any intention of 
the Independent Expert to change its conclusion or 
withdraw the report.

Securityholder approvals - in relation to the 
Restructure Resolutions, including the Schemes and 
the other special resolutions but not including the 
Spark International resolutions (see further below)

The relevant Securityholder meetings to consider the 
Restructure Resolutions are targeted to be held in late 
November or early December 2010 on the same day 
(but as separate meetings)1.

Deed poll by the Spark RE to Securityholders to per-
form its obligations in relation to the Schemes

This is expected to be executed prior to the second 
Court hearing date below.

1	 The timing is indicative only, is subject to change and depends on availability of Court dates for the Scheme hearings.
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7.8  Conditions and termination rights continued

Conditions - generally Status

Court approval of the Schemes An application for Court approval to the Schemes will 
be made if the Restructure Resolutions are passed by 
the requisite majorities of Securityholders.

Regulatory approvals - receipt of any necessary or 
desirable ASX and ASIC relief and confirmations 

Spark Infrastructure will liaise with ASIC and ASX in 
relation to the required relief and confirmations.

Approval of lenders under the Spark Infrastructure 
senior debt facility

Spark Infrastructure will liaise with its senior lenders in 
relation to the required consent.

CKI, RREEF and the Manager executing the govern-
ance deed poll described at Section 2.7

CKI and RREEF being the ultimate owners of the 
Manager have agreed in principle to executing the 
governance deed poll, subject to documentation. 
Spark Infrastructure will liaise with CKI, RREEF and the 
Manager.

There are no injunctions or restraining orders Spark Infrastructure is not aware of any restraining 
orders or injunctions preventing any aspect of the 
Restructure.

 

Additional conditions for Spark International Status

Securityholder approval (holders of CDIs and the 
CHESS Nominee) in relation to the Spark International 
resolutions and the constitutional amendments becom-
ing effective

The relevant Securityholder meetings to consider the 
Spark International resolutions are expected to be held 
on the same day as the meetings referred to above.

Spark Infrastructure will announce to the ASX any material developments in the status of these conditions.

Termination of Restructure
In addition, the Restructure Implementation Deed may be terminated by agreement between the Stapled Entities 
prior to the Court approval of the Schemes or, if before that time there is a publicly announced change of control 
transaction which the Boards, acting in good faith and after taking advice from their legal, financial and taxation 
advisers, determine is superior to the Restructure because it:

Is reasonably capable of being completed taking into account all aspects of the transaction; and•	

Is more favourable to Securityholders than the Restructure, taking into account all terms and conditions of the •	
transaction.

The Stapled Entities may also terminate if before that time the Boards, acting in good faith and after taking advice 
from their legal, financial and taxation advisers, determine they should do so because of a development after the 
date of the Restructure Implementation Deed which has or is reasonably likely to have a materially adverse effect 
on Spark Infrastructure or the Securityholders or mean the Restructure is no longer in the best interests of  
Securityholders.

7.9	F oreign securities laws and Ineligible Overseas Securityholders

(a)	 Eligible Securityholders
It is currently expected Securityholders whose addresses are shown in the register on the record date for the 
Restructue as being in the following jurisdictions and that are not US persons (other than as described below for 
investors in the United States of America) will be entitled to have new Units issued to them pursuant to the Restruc-
ture subject to the qualifications, if any, set out below in respect of that jurisdiction:

Australia;•	

New Zealand;•	

Hong Kong, where the Securityholder is a professional investor under Section 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the •	
Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap.571 of the Laws of Hong Kong) and Section 3 of the Securities and Futures 
(Professional Investors) Rules of the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap.571D of the Laws of Hong Kong);

Singapore, where the Securityholder is an institutional investor under the Securities and Futures Act, Chapter 289;•	
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France, to (i) qualified investors (investisseurs qualifiés) acting for their own account, as defined in and in •	
accordance with Articles L.411-2-II-2° and D.411-1 to D.411-3, D.734-1, D. 744-1, D.754-1 and D.764-1 of the 
French Monetary and Financial Code and any implementing regulation and/or (ii) a restricted number of non-
qualified investors (cercle restreint d’investisseurs) acting for their own account, as defined in and in accordance 
with Articles L.411-2-II-2° and D.411-4, D.734-1, D.744-1, D.754-1 and D.764-1 of the French Monetary and 
Financial Code and any implementing regulation;

Germany, to Institutions (•	 Institute) within the meaning of sec. 1 (1b) of the German Banking Act (Kreditwesengesetz), 
private and public insurance companies, German Investment Companies (Kapitalanlagegesellschaften) and 
Investment Stock Corporations (Investmentaktiengesellschaften), non-German investment companies and asset 
management companies commissioned by them as well as pension funds and their asset management companies;

Ireland, where the Securityholder is a qualified investor under the Prospectus (Directive 2003/71/EC) Regulations •	
2005 (SI No. 324 of 2005);

Netherlands, (a) to legal entities that are authorised or regulated to operate in the financial markets or, if not so •	
authorised or regulated, whose corporate purpose is solely to invest in securities; (b) to any legal entity that has 
two or more of: (i) an average of at least 250 employees during its last fiscal year; (ii) a total balance sheet of 
more than €43,000,000 and (iii) an annual net turnover of more than €50,000,000; (c) to fewer than 100 natural 
or legal persons (other than qualified investors within the meaning of Article 2(1)(e) of the Prospectus Directive) 
subject to obtaining the prior consent of Spark Infrastructure and any underwriter for any such offer; or (d) in 
any other circumstances falling within Article 3(2) of the Prospectus Directive, provided that no such offer of new 
Units shall result in a requirement for the publication by Spark Infrastructure of a prospectus pursuant to Article 3 
of the Prospectus Directive;

Norway, (a) to “professional investors” (as defined in Norwegian Securities Regulation of 29 June 2007 no. 876); •	
(b) any natural person who is registered as a professional investor with the Oslo Stock Exchange (No. Oslo 
Børs) and who fulfils two or more of the following: (i) any natural person with an average execution of at least ten 
transactions in securities of significant volume per quarter for the last four quarters; (ii) any natural person with 
a portfolio of securities with a market value of at least €500,000; and (iii) any natural person who works, or has 
worked for at least one year, within the financial markets in a position which presuppose knowledge of investing 
in securities; (c) to fewer than 100 natural or legal persons (other than “professional investors”, as defined in 
(a) and (b) above); or (d) in any other circumstances provided that no such offer of new Units shall result in a 
requirement for the registration, or the publication by Spark Infrastructure or an underwriter, of a prospectus 
pursuant to the Norwegian Securities Trading Act of 29 June 2007;

Switzerland, where the Securityholder is (i) an institutional investor subject to Swiss or foreign prudential •	
supervision such as a bank, securities dealer, insurance institution or fund management company or (ii) an 
institutional investor with professional treasury operations; 

United Kingdom, to Securityholders (a) who have professional experience in matters relating to investments •	
falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotions) Order 2005 
(FPO); (ii) who fall within the categories of persons referred to in Article 49(2)(a) to (d) (high net worth companies, 
unincorporated associations, etc.) of the FPO; or (iii) to whom it may otherwise be lawfully communicated 
(together “relevant persons”);

United Arab Emirates, to Securityholders who (i) are not in the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) or (ii) if •	
in the DIFC, have on their volition requested this Investor Information Booklet and not as a result of any “financial 
promotion” and who can receive New Units in the Restructure in an “excluded offer” (as such terms are defined 
in Rule 4.1.2 of the Collective Investment Rules of the Dubai Financial Services Authority);

Canada, to Securityholders in the provinces of British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec who are “accredited •	
investors” within the meaning of NI 45-106 – Prospectus and Registration Exemptions, of the Canadian 
Securities Administrators; 

United States of America, to Securityholders that are reasonably believed to be “qualified institutional buyers” •	
(as defined in Rule 144A of the Securities Act) and also “qualified purchasers” (as defined in Section 2(a)(51) of 
the Investment Company Act) in transactions exempt from, or not subject to, the registration requirements of 
the Securities Act and exempt from the registration requirements of the Investment Company Act pursuant to 
Section 3(c)(7) thereof; and

Any other jurisdictions in which Spark Infrastructure reasonable believes that it is not prohibited and not unduly •	
onerous or impractical to implement the Schemes and issue additional Units to a Securityholder with a regis-
tered address in such a jurisdiction.

(b)	I neligible Overseas Securityholders
Securityholders who do not satisfy the criteria referred to in Section 7.9(a) or who Spark Infrastructure subsequently 
determines are resident in a jurisdiction in respect of which the issue to them of Units under the Schemes are pro-
hibited or unduly onerous or impractical will be Ineligible Overseas Securityholders.
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Units will not be issued to Ineligible Overseas Securityholders. Under the Restructure, the entire holding of Securi-
ties held by Ineligible Overseas Securityholders will be transferred to the Sale Agent. Under each of the Schemes, 
the Units to which Ineligible Overseas Securityholders would otherwise have been entitled will be issued to the Sale 
Agent instead. The Sale Agent will sell the securities it receives and the net proceeds from the sales (if any) will be 
remitted to Ineligible Overseas Securityholders. 

The Spark Trust Constitution is to be amended to facilitate the same transfer, issue and sale mechanism in respect 
of the existing Units in Spark Trust (see Section 7.11(d)(ii) held by Ineligible Overseas Securityholders.

7.10	  Ranking of new Units

New Units issued to Securityholders pursuant to the Schemes will rank equally in all respects to existing Units, 
including as to any unit distribution for the period in which they are issued.

It is anticipated that the Restructure will be implemented prior to the 31 December 2010 distribution. All Security-
holders on the relevant record date for the 31 December 2010 distribution will then be entitled to receive interest 
based on:

A face value of $1.25 per Loan Note calculated from 15 September 2010 up to but excluding the •	
implementation date for the Restructure; and

Assuming the Restructure proceeds, the lower face value of $0.65 per Loan Note from and including the  •	
implementation date up to but excluding 15 March 2011.

Separately, it is noted that the Directors do not intend to reset the interest rate applicable on the Loan Notes which 
will remain at 10.85% per annum for the five year period through to November 2015. Accordingly, the Loan Note 
interest obligation per Security will be approximately 7.0 cents per annum following the Restructure.

7.11	E xplanation of required Restructure Resolutions

The Restructure includes three separate but inter conditional Schemes and a number of other inter conditional 
resolutions required to effect the Restructure. 

The Schemes are:

The •	 Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme: a Court approved member scheme of arrangement whereby Spark 
Holdings 1 ordinary shares are exchanged for Spark Trust Units;

The •	 Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme: a Court approved member scheme of arrangement whereby Spark 
Holdings 2 ordinary shares are exchanged for Spark Trust Units; and

The •	 Note Scheme: a Court approved creditor scheme of arrangement whereby part of the principal amount 
outstanding on the Loan Notes is repaid on condition that the proceeds are applied for the issue of additional 
Spark Trust Units. No cash will be received.

(a)	 Spark Holdings 1 - Member Scheme Resolution
The Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme is a Court supervised scheme of arrangement under section 411(1) of the 
Corporations Act between Spark Holdings 1 and its shareholders, pursuant to which it is proposed that all of the 
issued and outstanding Spark Holdings 1 ordinary shares will be transferred to Spark Trust for the relevant scheme 
consideration applicable to the Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme.

The Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme Resolution will be considered at the Spark Holdings 1 Scheme Meeting to 
be convened by order of the Court, and which must be approved by at least 75% of the votes cast by Spark Hold-
ings 1 shareholders on the resolution and by a majority in number of Spark Holdings 1 shareholders present and 
voting (either in person or by proxy). Spark Infrastructure does not expect that any shareholders of Spark Holdings 
1 will be excluded from voting on this resolution.

(b)	 Spark Holdings 2 - Member Scheme Resolution
The Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme is a Court supervised scheme of arrangement under section 411(1) of the 
Corporations Act between Spark Holdings 2 and its shareholders, pursuant to which it is proposed that all of the 
issued and outstanding Spark Holdings 2 ordinary shares will be transferred to Spark Trust for the relevant scheme 
consideration applicable to the Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme.

The Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme Resolution will be considered at the Spark Holdings 2 Scheme Meeting to 
be convened by order of the Court, and which must be approved by at least 75% of the votes cast by its share-
holders on the resolution and by a majority in number of Spark Holdings 2 shareholders present and voting (either 
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in person or by proxy). Spark Infrastructure does not expect that any shareholders of Spark Holdings 2 will be 
excluded from voting on this resolution.

(c)	No te Scheme Resolution
The Note Scheme is a Court supervised creditors scheme of arrangement under section 411(1) of the Corporations 
Act between Spark RE and Spark RE’s holders of Loan Notes, pursuant to which it is proposed that $795 million 
will be applied to reduce the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes from $1,658 million to $863 million 
or $1.25 per Loan Note to $0.65 per Loan Note on condition that the moneys repaid are applied for that number of 
additional Units equal to the relevant scheme consideration applicable to the Note Scheme.

The Note Scheme Resolution will be considered at the Note Scheme Meeting to be convened by order of the 
Court, and which must be approved by a resolution passed by at least 75% of the total amount outstanding on the 
Loan Notes and by a majority in number of holders of Loan Notes present and voting (either in person or by proxy). 
Spark Infrastructure does not expect that any holders of Loan Notes will be excluded from voting on this resolution.

(d)	Co nstitution Amendment Resolutions 
As part of the Restructure, Securityholders of each Stapled Entity and holders of Loan Notes will be asked to 
approve certain amendments to the Constitutions. Some of these amendments will be specific to a particular entity 
(Section 7.11(d)(i) to (iii)) and some of a more general application (Section 7.11(d)(iv)) which will apply to all of the 
Stapled Entities.

These amendments will be considered at separate meetings of Securityholders of each Stapled Entity and the 
holders of Loan Notes (as applicable) held for this purpose which must be approved by a special resolution of 
Securityholders of each Stapled Entity and the holders of Loan Notes (as applicable) and must be passed by at 
least 75% of the votes cast by holders present in person or by proxy and entitled to vote on the resolution. Spark 
Infrastructure does not expect that any Securityholder will be excluded from voting on these resolutions.

(i)	N ote Trust Deed - Terms of Issue Amendment 
Holders of Loan Notes will be asked to approve amendments to the terms of issue of the Notes (which are 
attached to the Loan Note Trust Deed) to:

Confirm the restatement of the face value of $1.25 per Loan Note with the reduced post Restructure face value •	
of $0.65 per Loan Note (to reflect the partial repayment of principal under the Note Scheme); 

Facilitate the application of the partial repayment of the principal amount to the issue of additional Units •	
(reinforcing that no actual cash payments are required to be made to or by Securityholders under the Note 
Scheme); and

Confirm the calculation of interest for days within the calculation period prior to the Implementation Date using •	
$1.25 as the face value per Loan Note and for days following the implementation date for the Schemes, using 
the reduced face value of $0.65 per Loan Note.

Under the Loan Note Trust Deed, the Note Trustee agrees to act as trustee for the benefit of Loan Note holders. 
Accordingly, the holders will, by special resolution which must be passed by the equivalent majority referred to in 
this Section 7.11(d), direct the Note Trustee to effect the amendments described above.

(ii)	 Spark Trust - Sale Facility Amendment– Ineligible Overseas Securityholders
Holders of Units will be asked to approve specific amendments to the Spark Trust Constitution (which are included 
in the Stapling Provisions) to facilitate the transfer of Units held by Ineligible Overseas Securityholders to the Sale 
Agent for sale on their behalf. For further information on foreign securities laws and eligibility and the sale of other 
components of stapled securities, please refer to Section 7.9(b).

(iii)	  Spark International - Amendment to facilitate Redemption
Spark International CDI holders will be asked to approve:

Amendments to the constituent documents of Spark International required to facilitate the redemption of the •	
Spark International ordinary shares on the terms described in Section 7.6(b);

The variation to the rights attached to the Spark International ordinary shares caused by the insertion of the •	
terms on which those shares may be redeemed; and

The redemption of the ordinary shares on those terms and the cancellation of the related CDIs.•	

The requirement for CDI holder approval arises as Spark International is a Bahamas incorporated company and 
the component part of Spark Infrastructure securities issued by Spark International and held by Securityholders are 
CDIs over ordinary shares in Spark International. The ordinary shares are held by CHESS Depositary Nominees. 
Accordingly, Spark International shareholders will also be asked to authorise and direct CHESS Depositary 
Nominees, as sole ordinary shareholder, to sign the equivalent resolutions to those above.
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7.11  Explanation of required Restructure Resolutions continued

(iv)	Stapling Provisions Generally
The Stapling Provisions form part of the Constitutions. Certain amendments are proposed to be made to the 
Stapling Provisions in order to introduce provisions which will have the effect of authorising all actions necessary 
or desirable to give effect to or incidental to the Restructure, including the key implementation steps referred in 
Section 7.6. 

Conditionality of Restructure Resolutions
Each Restructure Resolution described above (except for the resolutions required in connection with Spark Interna-
tional) will be inter conditional with each other Restructure Resolution, and none of them will become effective until 
each of the Restructure Resolutions have been passed by the requisite majorities of Securityholders.

The redemption of the ordinary shares in Spark International is being done pursuant to amendments to the constit-
uent documents of Spark International and related resolutions. While the redemption is conditional on the Schemes 
and the other inter-conditional resolutions being approved, the Schemes and those resolutions are not conditional 
on it. See further Section 3 and Section 7.8.

7.12	I mplementing the Restructure

(a)	 Scheme Meetings
An application will be made to the Court for an order to convene the Scheme meetings at which the required reso-
lutions to approve the Schemes will be proposed. These meetings are targeted to be held in December 2010. The 
timetable is indicative and in particular is subject to availability of Court dates for the relevant Court hearings. These 
meetings will be held on the same day as the meetings required to give effect to the other Securityholder resolu-
tions, but will be held as separate meetings. 

If the Schemes are approved, all Spark Holdings 1 ordinary shares and Spark Holdings 2 ordinary shares will, on 
the Restructure implementation date, be transferred to Spark RE without the need for further action by Securi-
tyholders. In addition, the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes will also be reduced at this time from 
$1.25 face value per Loan Note to $0.65 face value per Loan Note.

Notices of Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum are expected to be despatched to Securityholders in late 
October or early November 2010 following receipt of Court approval to convene the required meetings (timings are 
indicative only and subject to availability of Court dates).

(b)	Co urt approval of the Schemes
In the event that:

All the Restructure Resolutions relevant to the Schemes are approved by the requisite majority of Securityholders; and•	

All conditions to the Schemes (other than Court approval) have been satisfied or remain capable of being satis-•	
fied or, where applicable, waived,

Spark Infrastructure will apply to the Court for an order approving each of the Schemes.

Application is made by filing an originating process with the Court in respect of each of the Schemes together with 
the Notices of Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum and supporting affidavits (these are also served on ASIC). 
The first court hearing usually takes place 14 to 28 days after the date these documents are filed (unless ASIC 
consents to an earlier hearing) and at which the Court will agree to permit Spark Infrastructure to convene the 
required Scheme Meetings. The second Court hearing will take place after the Restructure Resolutions relevant to 
the Schemes have been passed by the requisite majorities of Securityholders and at which the Court will be asked 
to approve the Schemes under section 411(4)(b) of the Corporations Act.

(c)	 Extraordinary general meetings
The Boards will convene Extraordinary General Meetings of each Stapled Entity to be held on the same day as the 
meetings required to give effect to the Schemes, but which will be held as separate meetings.

The purpose of the Extraordinary General Meetings is to consider and, if thought fit, pass the Constitution Amend-
ment Resolutions described in Section 7.11(d). Spark RE and associates of Spark RE will not vote on the resolu-
tions of unitholders of Spark Trust to the extent they are precluded from doing so by the Corporations Act or their 
votes would be disregarded under the Listing Rules.

(d)	P reparatory steps for implementation
If the Court makes orders (Court Orders) approving the Schemes and all other conditions to the Restructure have 
been satisfied or waived, Spark Infrastructure will take or procure the taking of all steps required to implement the 
Restructure, without the need for any further act by any Securityholder, including lodging with ASIC an office copy 
of the court orders.
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If the Restructure Resolutions are passed at the meetings with the requisite majorities:

Spark International will lodge a copy of the resolutions amending Spark International’s Constitution and any •	
other required documents with the Bahamas Registrar General for registration; and

Spark RE as responsible entity of Spark Trust will lodge with ASIC the modification to Spark Trust’s constitution •	
under section 601GC(2) of the Corporations Act.

Spark Infrastructure will then request the removal of Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International 
from the official list of the ASX. 

Upon proceeding with the formalities referred to above, the Restructure will be implemented in accordance with the 
implementation steps outlined in Section 7.6.

If the Schemes are able to be implemented but the other conditions to the redemption of Spark International shares 
(and cancellation of CDIs) (including Securityholder approval) are not satisfied or waived to permit the redemption 
on or within a reasonable time after the implementation date for the Restructure, the directors of Spark International 
will proceed to unstaple the Spark International shares/CDIs from the stapled securities (while the other compo-
nents remain stapled) and wind it up. Please see Section 7.8 for a summary of the relevant conditions precedent. 

7.13	R ights and liabilities attaching to Spark Infrastructure 
securities post the Restructure

If the Restructure is implemented, Securityholders will hold their investment in Spark Infrastructure through Spark 
Trust only with Units and Loan Notes stapled together. Other than as contemplated by the Constitution Amend-
ment Resolutions required to facilitate the Restructure (as described in Section 7.11) and the Schemes, implemen-
tation of the Restructure will not change the rights and liabilities attaching to a holder’s ownership of Units and Loan 
Notes. 

A summary of the Unit and Loan Note terms was disclosed on 16 December 2005 as part of the initial public offer-
ing of Spark Infrastructure and copies of the constituent documents are available on ASX’s website. The proposed 
constitutional amendments will be made available as part of the Notices of Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum.

7.14	C onsequences if the Restructure does not proceed

If the Restructure does not proceed, Spark Infrastructure will remain in its current form as a five stapled security 
with four issuers. In addition, each Loan Note will continue to have a face value of $1.25 per Security. The aggre-
gate principal of the Loan Notes on issue will be approximately $1,658 million.

For more details on the consequences, risks and disadvantages of this outcome see Sections 1.3, 1.4 and 12.2.
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8.1	O verview of Spark Infrastructure’s debt capital position

(a)	Deb t capital management
Since listing Spark Infrastructure had Look-through Gearing (net) of around 60%, in line with the regulatory regime 
for the Asset Companies and greater than 5.0x stand-alone interest coverage ratio. Both ETSA Utilities and CHED-
HA have financial policies in place to maintain their creditworthiness. As at 30 June 2010, Spark Infrastructure had 
net debt of $337.3 million reflecting Look-through Gearing (net) of 60.4%.

Spark Infrastructure benefits from stable cash flows at the Asset Company level, with the majority of revenues 
underpinned through regulatory determinations or long-term contracts. It also maintains financial flexibility through 
undrawn facilities and cash on hand. As at September 2010 following payment of the distribution of $69.3 million 
on 15 September 2010, Spark Infrastructure had cash reserves of $31 million plus committed undrawn facilities of 
$25 million provided as part of Spark Infrastructure’s new $250 million debt facility.

Following the Entitlement Offer and subsequent repayment of the $200 million corporate debt facility due in June 
2011, Spark Infrastructure’s Standalone Gearing (gross) will be approximately 9.2%.

(b)	Deb t maturity profile and refinancing requirements
Over the last 12 months, the Asset Companies have successfully refinanced the following facilities utilising the bank 
market and the United States Private Placement bond market:

$750 million of debt at ETSA Utilities (July and December 2009)––
$175 million of debt at CitiPower (November 2009)––
US$275 million of debt at Powercor (October 2009)––

The next debt maturity is a $350 million note due to mature in June 2011. A summary of the debt facilities for 
Spark Infrastructure and the Asset Companies is shown in the following graphs.

Asset Companies’ Debt maturity profile

Asset Companies’ bank debt and working capital debt maturity profile
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(c)	Re financing of Spark Infrastructure bank debt facility
As announced to the market on 29 June 2010, Spark Infrastructure has entered into underwritten commitments 
with NAB and Westpac for the refinancing of all of the existing bank debt facilities at the Spark Infrastructure level. 
The underwritten commitment was for a total of $450 million comprised of:

$250 million bank debt facility including a $165 million 3-year revolving facility and a $85 million 4-year term ––
loan. This facility was executed on 10 September 2010 following successful completion of syndication. Spark 
Infrastructure will pay margins of 185 basis points and 205 basis points above the applicable bank bill swap rate 
on the 3 year and 4 year tranches respectively; and

$200 million bank debt facility including $135 million 3-year revolving facility and a $65 million 4-year term loan. ––
This facility will be cancelled following completion of the Entitlement Offer.

As the Strategic Review is complete, and following the Board’s decision to proceed with the Entitlement Offer, the 
intention is to only draw down on the $250 million facility. The current $225 million bank loan due in December 
2010 will be repaid by the recently executed new debt facility, leaving committed undrawn facilities of $25 mil-
lion available to Spark Infrastructure. The 3-year component of this facility will mature in September 2013 and the 
4-year component of this facility in September 2014.

The $200 million bank loan due in June 2011 will be repaid in December 2010 at the next interest payment date 
with the proceeds from the Entitlement Offer and Spark Infrastructure will cancel the facility. The underwritten com-
mitment with NAB and Westpac which was signed on 29 June 2010 was negotiated with no break fee on the $200 
million facility. Spark Infrastructure will let this facility lapse at 30 September 2010 at no cost.

Spark Infrastructure corporate debt maturity profile

 

*Note: Debt maturing June 2011 will be repaid and cancelled following the Entitlement Offer.

(d)	Deb t capital position
The Entitlement Offer will have the effect of reducing the gearing of Spark Infrastructure, as measured on a Net 
Debt / RAB and Look-through Gearing basis.
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		  Following Entitlement 
As at 30 June 2010	 Before Entitlement Offer	 Offer and reduction of debt

Opening corporate level gross debt		  425.0		  425.0
Opening corporate level net debt		  337.3		  337.3
Entitlement Offer proceeds		  -		  294.8
Fees and expenses		  -		  (10.0)
Net proceeds to Spark Infrastructure		  -		  284.8
Repayment of corporate debt		  -		  (200.0)
Closing corporate level gross debt		  425.0		  225.0
Closing corporate level net debt1 		  337.3		  52.5

Spark book equity and loan notes		  1,890.6		  2,175.4
Historical EBITDA (12 months to 30 June 2010)		  635.3		  635.3
Regulatory Asset Base (RAB)		  3,077.2		  3,077.2

Look-through Ratios		

Look-through Gearing (net debt /  
book equity and loan notes)		  60.4%		  54.4%
Net Debt / Historical EBITDA		  4.5x		  4.1x
Net Debt / RAB		  93.7%		  84.5% 

Standalone Ratios		
Standalone Gearing  
(gross debt / book equity and loan notes)		  18.1%		  9.2%

8.2	O verview of Spark Infrastructure intra-group financing

If the Restructure proceeds, Spark Infrastructure intends to subsequently reorganise its intra-group financing ar-
rangements to bring those arrangements into line with Spark Infrastructure’s new stapled security structure and 
realigned Loan Note interest obligations.

At the time when Spark Infrastructure was listed, the proceeds of the IPO, together with debt raised by Spark 
Infrastructure, were used to fund the acquisition of a 49% interest in ETSA Utilities, CitiPower and Powercor. In 
summary, the acquisition was effected as follows:

The majority of the IPO proceeds were allocated as Loan Notes issued by Spark Trust; •	

Spark Trust on lent the IPO proceeds received as debt to Spark Victoria, a subsidiary of Spark Holdings 1, •	
which used part of the funds to acquire a 49% interest in CHEDHA, which owns the CitiPower and Powercor 
businesses; and

Spark Victoria on lent the remainder of the funds to Spark SA, a subsidiary of Spark Holdings 2, which used the •	
funds to acquire a 49% interest in ETSA Utilities.

The purpose of the structure was to facilitate distributions from ETSA Utilities (via preferred payments from Spark 
SA) and CHEDHA (via interest payments from Spark Victoria) via Spark Trust to Securityholders.

Following the Restructure, Spark Trust will hold 100% of the shares in Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark 
International (alternatively Spark International may be wound up, see Section 7.6). If the Restructure proceeds, Spark 
Infrastructure also intends to reorganise its intra-group financing arrangements to reflect its revised external capital 
structure and asset holding structure. In this regard, the intent of the reorganisation will be to ensure that Spark Victoria 
and Spark SA will continue to be obliged to pay interest to Spark Trust that is sufficient to meet its interest obligations 
on the reduced Loan Note principal. Spark Infrastructure will then at its discretion retain any distributions from the Asset 
Companies in excess of these amounts to meet its other outgoings, repay debt and fund its contributions to the future 
capital expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies or will distribute further amounts to its Securityholders. 

The reorganisation of Spark Infrastructure’s intra-group financing arrangement is conditional on the Restructure 
proceeding but the Restructure is not conditional on it. 

1	 Closing corporate level net debt as at 15 September 2010 is $394 million based on gross debt of $425 million and cash on hand of 
$31 million, following payment of $69 million distribution on 15 September 2010. Following the Entitlement Offer closing corporate level 
net debt would be $109 million.
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The financial information set out in Section 9 illustrates the expected impact on Spark Infrastructure’s financial per-
formance and position assuming completion of the Repositioning initiatives as if they were effective on 1 January 
2009. This information comprises the following:

Pro-forma Historical Income Statement for Spark Infrastructure for the financial year ended 31 December 2009 •	
and financial half year ended 30 June 2010 (extracted from the Historical Statement of Comprehensive Income 
for the financial year ended 31 December 2009 and financial half year ended 30 June 2010);

Pro-forma Historical Cash Flow Statement for Spark Infrastructure for the financial year ended 31 December •	
2009 and financial half year ended 30 June 2010;

Pro-forma Historical Balance Sheet for Spark Infrastructure as at 30 June 2010 (together the Pro-forma Histori-•	
cal Financial Information); and

Assumptions and notes relevant to the above.•	

9.1	B asis for preparation

The Pro-forma Historical Financial Information set out below is based on information extracted or derived from 
Spark Infrastructure’s audited Financial Report for the year ended 31 December 2009 and Spark Infrastructure’s 
reviewed (but unaudited) Financial Report for the half year ended 30 June 2010. Spark Infrastructure prepares its 
financial statements in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards (including the Australian Accounting Inter-
pretations) and the Corporations Act 2001. The accounting policies upon which the Pro-forma Financial Information 
has been prepared are set out in the financial statements of Spark Infrastructure for the year ended 31 December 
2009 and the financial report for the half year ended 30 June 2010. Copies of these financial statements are avail-
able on Spark Infrastructure’s website.

The Spark Infrastructure financial report for the year ended 31 December 2009 was audited by Deloitte Touche  
Tohmatsu in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. The audit report issued to the Securityholders of 
Spark Infrastructure in relation to the financial report for the year ended 31 December 2009 was unqualified.  
The Spark Infrastructure financial report for the half year ended 30 June 2010 was reviewed by Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu in accordance with Auditing Standard on Review Engagements ASRE 2410 “Review of an Interim  
Financial Report Performed by the Independent Auditor of the Entity”. The review report issued to the  
Securityholders of Spark Infrastructure in relation to the half year report was unqualified.

The financial information contained in this Section is presented in abbreviated form and does not contain all the 
disclosures that are usually provided in an annual report or interim report prepared in accordance with the Corpora-
tions Act 2001.

9.2	P ro-forma Historical Income Statement Information

The table below sets out Spark Infrastructure’s Pro-forma Historical Income Statement for the financial year ended 
31 December 2009 and the financial half year ended 30 June 2010. Adjustments have been made to give effect to 
the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure as if they had occurred at 1 January 2009.

		  Adjustment				    Adjustment 
	 2009	F or	 Adjustment	 2009	 2010	F or	 Adjustment	 2010 
	F ull Year	E ntitlement	F or	F ull Year	H alf Year	E ntitlement	F or	H alf Year 
	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma 
	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million

Income from associates					   
– Share of equity profits	 197.5			   197.5	 105.6			   105.6
– Interest income	 83.5			   83.5	 40.3			   40.3
Other income - interest	 2.3			   2.3	 2.5			   2.5
Total income	 283.3			   283.3	 148.4			   148.4
Management fees	 (7.9)			   (7.9)	 (4.1)			   (4.1)
Interest expense - other	 (29.2)	 12.7		  (16.5)	 (13.8)	 6.4		  (7.4)
General and administrative  
expenses	 (4.8)			   (4.8)	 (4.2)			   (4.2)
Profit before Income Tax  
and Loan notes Interest	 241.4			   254.1	 126.3			   132.7

Section 9
Financial information
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9.2  Pro-forma Historical Income Statement Information continued

		  Adjustment				    Adjustment 
	 2009	F or	 Adjustment	 2009	 2010	F or	 Adjustment	 2010 
	F ull Year	E ntitlement	F or	F ull Year	H alf Year	E ntitlement	F or	H alf Year 
	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma 
	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million

Interest expense –  
Loan Notes	 (138.4)	 (40.0)	  86.4 	 (92.0)	 (69.4)	 (20.0)	  43.2 	 (46.2)
Profit before Income  
Tax Expense	 103.0	  (27.3)	  86.4 	 162.1	 56.9	  (13.6)	  43.2 	 86.5
Income tax benefit/(expense)	 19.5	  8.2 	  (25.9)	 1.8	 (3.2)	  4.1 	  (13.0)	 (12.1)

Net profit	 122.5	  (19.1)	  60.5 	 163.9	 53.7	  (9.5)	  30.2 	 74.4 

Pro-forma adjustments
The following pro-forma adjustments have been made in the presentation of the Pro-forma Historical Income Statement:

Entitlement Offer
Interest on repayment of current interest bearing liabilities•	

$200.0 million of the proceeds raised from the Entitlement Offer is used to pay down current interest bearing ––
liabilities. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reduce the interest expense on the current interest 
bearing liabilities for the year ended 31 December 2009 by $12.7 million and for the half year ended 30 June 
2010 by $6.4 million based on an interest rate of 6.35%. A pro-forma adjustment has also been made to 
reflect the associated income tax

No adjustment has been made for interest income on the remaining net proceeds of $84.8 million as it is ––
expected to be invested in the Asset Companies by Spark Infrastructure

Interest on new Loan Notes issued•	

294.8 million New Securities are issued to existing Securityholders under the Entitlement Offer at an issue ––
price of $1.00 per Security. The entire value is attributed to the Loan Notes, no value is attributed to the 
equity. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reflect the interest expense on the increased number 
of Loan Notes for the year ended 31 December 2009 of $86.4 million and for the half year ended 30 June 
2010 of $20.0 million, based on the Loan Note face value prior to the Restructure of $1.25. A pro-forma 
adjustment has also been made to reflect the associated income tax

Restructure
Interest on partial repayment of Loan Notes•	

Units in Spark Trust are issued as consideration for the partial repayment of Loan Notes, resulting in a reduction ––
in the face value to $0.65 per Loan Note. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reduce the interest 
expense on the Loan Notes for the year ended 31 December 2009 by $86.4 million and for the half year ended 
30 June 2010 by $43.2 million, arising from the reduction in the face value under the Restructure from $1.25 to 
$0.65 per Loan Note. A pro-forma adjustment has also been made to reflect the associated income tax

Management fees and other operating costs•	

The management fee calculation includes an adjustment for Spark Infrastructure’s debt levels and has been ––
recalculated based on the Restructure. The adjustment arising is not considered to be material

A reduction in the number of listed companies results in lower operating costs. The adjustment arising is not ––
considered to be material

Adjustments have therefore not been included within the Pro-forma Historical Income Statement Information ––
with respect to either of these costs
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9.3	P ro-forma Historical Cash Flow Statement Information

The table below sets out Spark Infrastructure’s Pro-forma Historical Cash Flow Statement for the financial year 
ended 31 December 2009 and the financial half year ended 30 June 2010. Adjustments have been made to give 
effect to the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure as if they had occurred at 1 January 2009.

		  Adjustment				    Adjustment 
	 2009	F or	 Adjustment	 2009	 2010	F or	 Adjustment	 2010 
	F ull Year	E ntitlement	F or	F ull Year	H alf Year	E ntitlement	F or	H alf Year 
	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma	 Actual	 Offer	R estructure	P ro Forma 
	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million	 $million

Distributions from associates  
– preferred partner capital	  69.6 			    69.6 	  34.3 			    34.3 
Dividend received - associates	 33.2 			    33.2 	  1.0 			    1.0 
Interest received - associates	  85.4 			    85.4 	  27.4 			    27.4 
Interest received - other	  2.4 			    2.4 	  2.3 			    2.3 
Interest paid - other	  (27.3)	  12.7 		   (14.6)	  (13.7)	  6.4 		   (7.3)
Management fees	  (7.7)			    (7.7)	  (4.3)		   	 (4.3)
Other income/(expenses)	  (5.4)			    (5.4)	  (3.4)			    (3.4)

Net cash Inflow related to  
operating activities	  150.2 	  12.7 		   162.9 	  43.6 	  6.4 		   50.0 
Repayment of borrowings  
from associates	  46.8 			    46.8 	  0.3 			    0.3 

Net cash outflow related to  
investing activities	  46.8 			    46.8 	  0.3 			    0.3 
Proceeds from issue  
of Loan Notes	  25.2 			    25.2 	  -   			    -   
Distribution to Stapled  
Security Holders								      
– Loan Note interest	  (136.9)		   46.4 	  (90.5)	  (70.6)		   23.2 	  (47.4)
– Capital distribution	  (24.3)		   (46.4)	  (70.7)	  -   	  	 (23.2)	  (23.2)

Net cash outflow related to  
financing activities	  (136.0)		   -   	  (136.0)	  (70.6)	  	 -   	  (70.6)
Net increase/(decrease)  
in cash	  61.0 	  12.7 		   73.7 	  (26.7)	  6.4 		   (20.3)
Net cash at the beginning  
of the financial year	  53.3 			    53.3 	  114.3 			    114.3 

Cash at the end of the  
financial year	  114.3 	  12.7 		   127.0 	  87.6 	  6.4 		   94.0 

Pro-forma adjustments
The following pro-forma adjustments have been made in the presentation of the Pro-forma Historical Cash Flow 
Statement:

Entitlement Offer
Interest on repayment of current interest bearing liabilities •	

$200.0 million of the proceeds raised from the Entitlement Offer is used to pay down current interest  ––
bearing liabilities. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reduce the interest payable on the current 
interest bearing liabilities for the year ended 31 December 2009 by $12.7 million and for the half year ended 
30 June 2010 by $6.4 million based on an interest rate of 6.35%

Interest on new Loan Notes issued•	

294.8 million New Securities are issued to existing Securityholders under the Entitlement Offer. At 31 ––
December 2009 and 30 June 2010 amounts equal to the additional interest accrued on the Loan Notes 
of $40.0 million and $20.0 million respectively are Deferred under the assumption that total distributions to 
Securityholders remain unchanged. Adjustments have therefore not been included within  
the Pro-forma Historical Cash Flow Statement Information
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Restructure
Interest on partial repayment of Loan Notes•	

Units in Spark Trust are issued as consideration for the partial repayment of Loan Notes, resulting in a reduction ––
in the face value to $0.65 per Loan Note. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reduce the interest 
payable on the Loan Notes for the year ended 31 December 2009 by $46.4 million and for the half year ended 
30 June 2010 by $23.2 million, with a corresponding increase in capital distributions. The pro-forma adjustment 
is a net amount reflecting the additional interest payable on New Securities issued under the Entitlement Offer 
and the lower interest payable on the reduced Loan Note principal of $0.65 per Loan Note

The pro-forma adjustments assume that the total distributions to Securityholders for the y–– ear ended  
31 December 2009 and half year ended 30 June 2010 remain unchanged

9.4	P ro-forma Historical Balance Sheet Information

The table below sets out Spark Infrastructure’s Pro-forma Historical Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2010. Adjustments 
have been made to give effect to the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure as if they were effective from 30 June 2010.

 	 Adjustment For Restructure	

			   Adjustment For	 Adjustment 
			S   implification	F or Partial	  
	 2010	 Adjustment For	 of Stapled	R epayment of	 2010 
	 Actual	E ntitlement	S tructure	L oan Notes	P ro Forma 
	 $million	 Offer $million	 $million	 $million	 $million 

Current assets					   
Cash and cash equivalents	  87.7 	  84.8 		   	 172.5 
Receivables from associates	  11.3 				     11.3 
Other current assets	  1.1 				     1.1 
Non-current assets					   
Investments in associates:					   
– Investments accounted for using  
– the equity method	  1,545.0 		     	  	 1,545.0 
– Loans to associates	  758.7 				     758.7 

Total assets	  2,403.8 	  84.8 			    2,488.6 
Current liabilities					   
Payables	  5.4 				     5.4 
Loan Notes interest payable to  
Stapled Securityholders	  69.3 				     69.3 
Interest bearing liabilities	  425.0 	  (200.0)			    225.0 
Other financial liabilities	  2.0 				     2.0 
Non-current liabilities					   
Loan Notes attributable to Securityholders	  1,256.8 	  284.8 		   (702.1)	  839.5 
Deferred tax liabilities	  11.5 				     11.5 

Total liabilities	  1,770.0 	  84.8 		   (702.1)	  1,152.7 
Net assets	  633.8 			    702.1 	  1,335.9 
Equity					   
Equity attributable to the Parent Entity					   
– Issued capital	  183.0 		   246.8 	  702.1 	  1,131.9 
– Reserves	  (6.6)		   14.2 		   7.6 
– Retained earnings	  39.4 		   157.0 		   196.4 

	  215.8 		   418.0 	  702.1 	  1,335.9 

Equity attributable to minority interests  
(i.e. other Stapled Entities)					   
– Issued capital	  246.8 		   (246.8)		   -   
– Reserves	  14.2 		   (14.2)		   -   
– Retained earnings	  157.0 		   (157.0)		   -   

	  418.0 		   (418.0)		   -   

Total Equity	  633.8 	  -   	  -   	  702.1 	  1,335.9 

9.3  Pro-forma Historical CASH FLOW Statement Information continued
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Pro-forma adjustments
The following pro-forma adjustments have been made in the presentation of the Pro-forma Historical Balance 
Sheet:

Entitlement Offer
Entitlement Offer•	

Issue of New Securities to existing Securityholders prior to the Restructure to the value of $294.8 million. ––
For accounting purposes the New Securities are recorded at the issue value of $1.00 per Security, not the 
face value of $1.25 per Security, and the entire value is attributed to the Loan Notes, no value is attributed to 
the equity. If the Restructure does not occur, the discount of $0.25 per Security is brought to account over 
the period to maturity in 2105, resulting in an immaterial income statement charge and additional Loan Note 
liability in each of these years

Issue costs of $10.0 million have been recorded as a reduction to the New Securities issued and have ––
therefore been netted against Loan Notes attributable to Securityholders 

$200.0 million of the proceeds raised from the Entitlement Offer is used to pay down current interest bearing ––
liabilities, with the balance of $84.8 million reflected in cash and cash equivalents

Restructure
Simplification of stapled structure•	

Under the existing stapled structure, Spark Holdings 1 was designated as the parent entity of the stapled ––
group in accordance with AASB Interpretation 1002 “Post-date of Transition Stapling Arrangements”. 
Consequently, the reserves of Spark Holdings 2, Spark Trust, and Spark International have historically been 
disclosed as “minority interests” within the financial statements. Under the simplification, Spark Trust is to 
become the parent entity of the Group with Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International 
becoming subsidiaries. Or alternatively, the Directors of Spark International will resolve to wind it up if the 
conditions precedent to its redemption are not satisfied or waived by the record date for the Restructure. See 
Section 7.6 for additional detail. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reclassify the equity components 
of the Group removing the minority interests

Partial repayment of Loan Notes•	

Units in Spark Trust are issued as consideration for the partial repayment of Loan Notes down to $0.65 per ––
Loan Note. A pro-forma adjustment has been made to reduce the Loan Note liability by $720.5 million, with a 
corresponding increase in equity. Offsetting this is an adjustment of $18.4 million for the reallocation of Loan 
Note issue costs (of both the Entitlement Offer and the original Loan Notes issued at IPO). The net pro-forma 
adjustment is therefore $702.1 million

Refinancing•	

No pro-forma adjustments have been included in respect of Spark Infrastructure’s debt refinancing which ––
was finalised during September 2010

9.5	N ot a forecast

The Pro-forma Historical Financial Information has been prepared for illustrative purposes only to show the pro-
forma impact on the historical balance sheet as at 30 June 2010 and historical income statement and historical 
cash flow statement for the year ended 31 December 2009 and half year ended 30 June 2010 of the Pro-forma 
adjustments set out in 9.2, 9.3 and 9.4 above.

The Pro-forma Historical Financial Information is not represented as being indicative of Spark Infrastructure’s views 
on future financial performance or position. The Pro-forma Historical Financial Information is presented to reflect 
the financial performance and position of Spark Infrastructure, after adjusting for the impact of the adjustments 
above, as if the Entitlement Offer had taken place on 1 January 2009, and does not take into account the financial 
performance, cash flows or other movements in the balance sheet or income statement of Spark Infrastructure for 
the period from 30 June 2010 to the date of this Investor Information Booklet.
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This taxation section is based on the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth), the Income Tax Assessment Act 
1997 (Cth), The A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 (Cth) and the various stamp duty laws ap-
plicable to Australian States and Territories as applicable at the date of this Investor Information Booklet. 

This Section is intended to provide a general summary of the Australian taxation implications:

For Eligible Retail Securityholders who acquire Entitlements under the terms of this Investor Information Booklet; •	
and

Of the Restructure on retail Securityholders who are eligible to participate in the later Restructure.•	

This Section does not comment on the tax consequences for Eligible Retail Securityholders:

Who hold their Securities as trading stock or in the ordinary course of carrying on a business;•	

Who acquire or hold their Securities for the purposes of resale at a profit; or•	

Who are banks, insurance companies or tax exempt entities, and/or are subject to special tax rules.•	

This taxation summary does not purport to be a complete analysis of all potential Australian tax consequences of 
the Retail Entitlement Offer or the Restructure and does not comment on the consequences of any possible future 
changes to the Australian taxation system. This tax summary does not address the laws of any jurisdiction other 
than Australia.

The tax implications for Eligible Retail Securityholders may differ depending on their individual circumstances.  
Eligible Retail Securityholders should not rely on this summary only and should seek appropriate independent  
professional advice that considers the taxation implications applicable to their own specific circumstances. 

10.1	P otential application of the Tax Accruals rules

At the time of the IPO, Spark Infrastructure obtained a Product Ruling from the ATO confirming that the tax accruals 
rules did not apply to Loan Notes. As the terms of the Loan Notes to be issued pursuant to the Entitlement Offer are 
the same as the Loan Notes currently on issue, Spark infrastructure considers that their taxation treatment should  
be the same as the Loan Notes currently on issue, subject to the application of any new laws or interpretations  
introduced since the date of the IPO.

Since the date of the IPO, the Taxation of Financial Arrangements rules (TOFA) contained in Division 230 of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) have been enacted in 2009 and may apply to determine the tax treatment 
of certain financial instruments. Broadly, the new TOFA regime applies to financial arrangements that a taxpayer 
starts to hold on or after 1 July 2010 (or earlier if the taxpayer so elects). Taxpayers holding a financial arrangement 
to which the TOFA rules apply may be required to include in their assessable income on an accruals basis any 
discounts and interest arising under the arrangement regardless of when those amounts are actually paid.

As the TOFA rules are relatively new, the application of these rules is uncertain. The tax comments in this Section 
do not consider the application of the TOFA rules to the Retail Entitlement Offer or an investment in New Securi-
ties. It is recommended that Eligible Retail Securityholders obtain specific tax advice pertaining to their particular 
circumstances regarding the application of the TOFA rules to an investment in New Securities under the Retail 
Entitlement Offer.

10.2	I ssue of Entitlements

The issue of an Entitlement to an Eligible Retail Securityholder should not result in any amount being included in the 
assessable income of the Eligible Retail Securityholder.

10.3	N on-exercise of Entitlements

Where an Eligible Retail Securityholder does not exercise their Entitlement, they will receive no consideration for 
that Entitlement. On that basis, there should not be any tax implications for Securityholders who do not exercise 
their Entitlement. 

Section 10
Taxation
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10.4	A cquisition of New Securities under the Retail Entitlement Offer

Eligible Securityholders should not make any capital gain or loss, or derive any assessable income, from exercising 
all or part of the Entitlements and subscribing for New Securities. 

10.5	N ew Securities

(a)	Nature of investment
Eligible Retail Securityholders who exercise part or all of their Entitlements will acquire New Securities. Generally 
speaking, an investment in the New Securities should be treated for Australian taxation purposes as an investment 
in each of the Stapled Entities. As such, the holder of a New Security should be regarded as holding a Loan Note, 
one unit in Spark Trust, one ordinary share in Spark Holdings 1, one ordinary share in Spark Holdings 2 and a CDI 
over a share issued by Spark International. 

For capital gains tax (CGT) purposes, Eligible Retail Securityholders who exercise part or all of their Entitlements 
and subscribe for New Securities will have a tax cost base in each of the securities that comprise the New 
Securities equal to a reasonable apportionment of the amount paid to acquire the New Securities plus any non-
deductible incidental costs incurred to acquire the New Securities. 

One reasonable basis of apportionment is to have regard to the relative value of each of the securities issued by the 
Stapled Entities at the time the New Securities are issued.

(b)	Holding New Securities 

Australian resident holders
For Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholders, any distributions made in respect of their New Securities 
should be subject to the same taxation treatment as distributions made on their Existing Securities.

Non-resident holders
For Non-Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholders, any distributions made in respect of their New Securities 
should be subject to the same taxation treatment as distributions made on their Existing Securities. In particular, it 
is noted that interest paid in respect of the new Loan Notes should be exempt from withholding tax. 

(c)	Disposal of New Securities

Australian resident holders
For an Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholder, any gain or loss arising on the disposal of New Securities 
should be subject to the same tax treatment as a gain or loss arising on the disposal of Existing Securities held by 
that Securityholder. 

For CGT purposes, New Securities will be treated as having been acquired when the Eligible Retail Securityholder 
is issued their New Securities under the Retail Entitlement Offer. Eligible Retail Securityholders that are individuals, 
trusts or superannuation funds may be entitled to a CGT discount for gains on the Spark Trust Units and the Spark 
Holdings 1 and 2 shares. 

Non-resident holders
Generally, a non-Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholder should not be subject to CGT on disposal of 
Spark Trust Units, shares in Spark Holdings 1 and Spark Holdings 2 and CDIs in Spark International provided that: 

They (together with their associates) have not held an interest of 10% or more in the Stapled Entities at any time •	
throughout a 12 month period that began no earlier than 24 months before the disposal of and ending no later 
than that time; and

They do not hold the New Securities at any time in connection with carrying on a business at or through a •	
permanent establishment in Australia.

It is recommended that non-Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholders seek their own Australian tax advice.

Gains realised by a non-Australian resident Eligible Retail Securityholder on the disposal of the Loan Notes may 
be subject to Australian tax if the gain is considered Australian sourced (unless the Securityholder is entitled to an 
exemption, such as under an applicable Australian double tax treaty).
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10.6	O ther

No GST or stamp duty should be payable by Eligible Retail Securityholders in respect of the grant or exercise of 
Entitlements or the acquisition of New Securities.

10.7	T axation implications of the Restructure

The following is intended to be a summary of the likely general Australian income tax implications of the Restructure for 
Securityholders. The taxation consequences of the Restructure for each Securityholder will depend on their personal 
taxation and financial circumstances. Securityholders should obtain their own independent taxation advice about the 
taxation consequences of the Restructure before deciding whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer.

Spark Infrastructure is seeking a Class Ruling from the ATO to confirm certain taxation matters relating to the 
Restructure for Securityholders. Spark Infrastructure will update Securityholders as to the status of this Class 
Ruling in the Notices of Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum to be despatched to Securityholders in respect 
of the Restructure. 

(a)	Reduction of principal amount outstanding (face value) of Loan Notes
As part of the Restructure, Spark Trust will partially repay the principal amount outstanding on the Loan Notes. The 
amount repaid will be applied by Securityholders to subscribe for additional Spark Trust Units. 

The partial repayment of principal on the Loan Notes should not be assessable income provided the amount repaid 
is less than the Securityholder’s tax cost base in the Loan Notes. 

(b)	Simplification of Spark Infrastructure’s security structure
It is intended that the simplification of the stapled security structure from a five stapled security to a dual stapled 
security will qualify for CGT roll-over relief under Subdivision 124-Q of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth). 
Assuming the conditions for roll-over relief are satisfied:

Any capital gain/loss derived by a Securityholder on the disposal of their shares in Spark Holdings 1 and Spark •	
Holdings 2, and the cancellation of their CDIs in Spark International should be disregarded; and

A Securityholder’s cost base in Spark Trust Units that are issued in consideration for the disposal of shares in •	
Spark Holdings 1 and Spark Holdings 2 should be equal to their tax cost bases in those shares.

(c)	Consolidation of Spark Trust Units and restapling
At the completion of the Restructure, Spark Trust will consolidate the Units such that the number of Units that a 
Securityholder holds is the same as the number of Securities that the Securityholder held prior to the Restructure.

The consolidation of the Units should not result in any amount being included in the assessable income of a Securi-
tyholder. For CGT purposes, the tax cost base of the consolidated Units should be equal to the sum of the tax cost 
bases of the Spark Trust Units that were consolidated. 

Spark Infrastructure intends seeking confirmation from the ATO as to the appropriate basis to determine the 
Securityholder’s cost base in the additional Units received as part of the Class Ruling on the Restructure.

(d)	Distributions from Spark Trust post Restructure 
The taxation treatment of distributions from Spark Trust should generally be as set out below. Spark Infrastructure 
will provide an annual distribution and interest tax guide to assist Securityholders in completing their Australian 
income tax returns.

Australian residents
For an Australian resident Securityholder:

Interest in respect of the Loan Notes should be assessable to the Securityholder;•	

Capital returns from Spark Trust should not be subject to Australian tax provided the returns do not exceed the •	
Securityholder’s cost base in the Units; and

The Securityholder’s share of the net income derived by Spark Trust may be taxable. To the extent the net •	
income consists of franked dividends received from Spark Holdings 1 or Spark Holdings 2, the income should 
carry a franking credit (which may be available to offset the relevant tax liability, or refundable, depending on the 
particular circumstances of the Securityholder). 
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Non-residents
For a non-Australian resident Securityholder:

Interest in respect of the Loan Notes should continue to be exempt from withholding tax;•	

Capital returns from Spark Trust should not be subject to Australian tax provided the returns do not exceed the •	
Securityholder’s cost base in the Units; and

The Securityholder’s share of the net income derived by Spark Trust should be assessable. To the extent the •	
net income consists of unfranked dividends received from Spark Holdings 1 or Spark Holdings 2, the income 
should be subject to dividend withholding tax at a rate of 30% (which may be reduced under an applicable 
Australian double tax agreement). To the extent the net income consists of franked dividends received from 
Spark Holdings 1 or Spark Holdings 2, it should not be subject to dividend withholding tax. Other forms of net 
income may be subject to withholding tax at reduced rates (e.g. additional interest income would be subject 
to 10% withholding tax).

(e)	Disposal of Securities following the Restructure

Australian residents
Australian resident Securityholders should be subject to tax on any gains derived on the disposal of a Security 
following the Restructure. Whilst a Security following the Restructure is treated as a single security for ASX trading 
purposes, for tax purposes, the Loan Notes and Units comprising the Securities following the Restructure should 
be treated separately.

Loan Notes
Gains realised by a Securityholder on the disposal of the Loan Notes should be included in their assessable in-
come. The CGT discount and capital losses will not be available to reduce any gain. Losses realised by a Security-
holder on the disposal of the Loan Notes may be an allowable deduction to the Securityholder.

Units
Australian resident Securityholders should be subject to CGT on any gains derived on the disposal of a Spark 
Trust unit. 

The cost base used to calculate the Securityholder’s gain or loss on the disposal should be reduced by previous 
non-assessable capital returns received by the Securityholder in respect of Spark Trust Units. 

For CGT discount purposes, Spark Infrastructure considers it likely that a significant proportion of the Spark Trust 
Units that comprise part of the Securities following the Restructure should be treated as having been acquired on 
the Implementation Date, with the consequence that the CGT discount 12 month holding period rule for those 
units will start from that date. Spark Infrastructure will confirm how Securityholders should determine the acquisition 
date(s) of Spark Trust Units for CGT discount purposes as part of the Class Ruling it is seeking from the ATO.

Non-residents
Generally, a non-Australian Securityholder should not be subject to CGT on disposal of Spark Trust Units 
provided that: 

They (together with their associates) have not held an interest of 10% or more in Spark Trust at any time •	
throughout a 12 month period that began no earlier than 24 months before the disposal of and ending no later 
than that time; and

They do not hold the dual stapled Securities following the Restructure at any time in connection with carrying on •	
a business at or through a permanent establishment in Australia.

Gains realised by a non-Australian resident retail Securityholder on the disposal of the Loan Notes may be subject 
to Australian tax if the gain is considered Australian sourced (unless the Securityholder is entitled to an exemption, 
such as under an applicable Australian double tax treaty).

It is recommended that non-Australian resident retail Securityholders seek their own Australian tax advice.

Other
No GST or stamp duty should be payable by retail Securityholders eligible to participate in the Restructure.
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The distribution guidance provided in Sections 6.6 to 6.8 has been prepared based on certain assumptions about 
future events, which are set out below. Potential investors should carefully review the key assumptions and the risk 
factors in Sections 1.4 and 12 in conjunction with the distribution guidance.

These summaries are intended to assist investors in assessing the reasonableness and likelihood of those future 
events occurring. Investors should be aware that the impact of future events may have a materially different positive 
or negative effect on the distribution guidance.

These assumptions are by their very nature subject to significant uncertainty and contingencies, many of which are 
outside the control of Spark Infrastucture and the Asset Companies and are not capable of reliable prediction.

Accordingly neither Spark Infrastructure or its Directors can give any assurance that the guidance will be achieved.

11.1 General assumptions

Continuity of operations
There will be no significant disruptions to the continuity of operations of any of Spark Infrastructure’s entities or the 
Asset Companies.

Insurance
The Asset Companies maintain insurance policies which will assist to mitigate operational risks (e.g. bushfires). It is 
assumed that insurance premiums will not increase materially during the Guidance Period. It should be noted, as a 
result of the effects of natural disasters, general insurance premiums may increase and the Asset Companies may 
be required to pay higher insurance premiums in the period post the Guidance Period.

Legislation
There will be no change in Federal, State or local Government laws, regulations or policies, or in taxation legislation 
that will have a material effect on the Asset Companies’ financial performance and reported cash flows during the 
Guidance Period.

Economic and political environment
There will be no significant change in prevailing economic and political conditions or the rate of economic growth in 
Victoria or South Australia.

Inflation
CPI increases for Victoria and South Australia during the Guidance Period are assumed to be consistent with mar-
ket long-term expectations. 

Acquisitions and investments
There are no acquisitions or investments assumed to be undertaken during the Guidance Period that will have a ma-
terial impact on the financial performance and reported cash flows on the Asset Companies or Spark Infrastructure.

Divestments
There are no divestments of businesses assumed during the Guidance Period.

Litigation and contingent liabilities
No material litigation, negative findings from the current ATO audit or contingent liabilities are expected to arise dur-
ing the Guidance Period.

11.2	S park Infrastructure Corporate level assumptions

Entitlement Offer and Restructure assumptions
The assumptions around the Entitlement Offer and uses of proceeds are as set out in this Investor Information 
Booklet. The distribution guidance assumes the Restructure proceeds; however if it does not proceed there may 
be a partial Deferral of interest on the Loan Notes (see Sections 1.2, 1.4 and 12.2)

Distributions from Asset Companies
Spark Infrastructure expects to principally receive interest income from the subordinated debt and preferred capital 
distributions during the Guidance Period. Refer to Section 6.7.

Loan Notes
Interest on Loan Notes is expected to account for the majority of the distributions paid to Securityholders during 
the Guidance Period.

Assuming the Restructure proceeds Loan Note principal outstanding post the Restructure would be $863m, based on 
a face value of $0.65 per Loan Note. The Loan Notes will accrue interest at a current rate of 10.85% of the face value 
on a cumulative basis.

section 11
Assumptions underlying the 
distribution guidance
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On the assumption the Restructure proceeds, the interest on the Loan Note for the second half of 2010 will be 
calculated using the face value of:

$1.25 per Loan Note for the period from 15 September 2010 up to but not including the date of implementation •	
of the Restructure; and

$0.65 per Loan Note for the period from the implementation date for the Restructure up to but not including  •	
15 March 2011 (including the date of implementation of the Restructure).

Management fees
Management fees have been calculated based on the terms set out in the Spark Infrastructure Trust Constitution 
and the Management Agreement. It has been assumed that no performance fees will be paid. 

Debt and interest expense
Spark Infrastructure will repay $200m of an existing $425m Senior Debt facility with proceeds from the Entitlement 
Offer. Subsequent to repayment, bank facilities will comprise a $165m 3-year revolving facility and a $85m 4-year 
term loan. Interest on the debt facility is at a current market rate. 

Income tax
Spark Infrastructure is not expected to pay tax during the Guidance Period. Unless otherwise determined by the 
Responsible Entity, during the Guidance Period, 100% of distributions from the Loan Notes and Spark Infrastruc-
ture Trust will be passed to Securityholders on a pre-tax basis.

Distributions
Potential investors should refer to Section 6.6 for a summary of the distribution guidance of Spark Infrastructure for 
the second half of 2010 and for 2011.

Distribution reinvestment plan (DRP)
Spark Infrastructure expects to reactivate the DRP to finance capital expenditure in the existing businesses. The 
DRP is assumed to operate on a non-underwritten basis. A 20% participation rate has been assumed.

11.3 Specific assumptions – Asset Company assumptions

Regulatory determinations
The price determination delivered by the AER on 4 June 2010 (Victorian Draft Regulatory Determination) is the 
basis of regulatory revenue assumptions for CitiPower and Powercor over the Guidance Period.

No outcome, positive or negative from the response to Victorian Draft Regulatory Determination as it relates to 
CitiPower and Powercor is assumed.

The price determination delivered by the AER on 6 May 2010 (ETSA Final Regulatory Determination) is the basis of 
regulatory revenue assumptions for ETSA over the Guidance Period.

No outcome, positive or negative from an appeal of the South Australian Final Regulatory Determination as it relates 
to ETSA is assumed.

Regulated revenues and volumes
The price determinations delivered by the AER on 6 May 2010 (ETSA Final Regulatory Determination) and on 4 
June 2010 (Victorian Draft Regulatory Determination) and the historical performance of the businesses are the basis 
of regulatory revenue assumptions for ETSA and CHEDHA over the Guidance Period.

Actual distribution volumes and load growth may change if other factors that drive distribution volumes differ from the 
assumptions made in the ETSA Final Regulatory Determination and the Victorian Draft Regulatory Determinations.

Regulated distribution tariffs 
There will be no substantial change to the regulatory environment as it relates to distribution tariffs, as described by 
the Victorian Draft Regulatory Decision and ETSA Final Regulatory Determination during the Guidance Period. 

Revenue related to AMI – CHEDHA 
The price determination delivered by the AER on 30 October 2009 (AMI Final Regulatory Determination) is the basis 
of regulatory AMI revenue assumptions for CitiPower and Powercor over the Guidance Period.
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11.3  Specific assumptions – Asset Company assumptions continued

Revenue from non-regulated activities
Revenue from non-regulated activities relating to external construction and network maintenance activities and 
information technology and telecommunication services is expected to eventuate over the Guidance Period in line 
with the organisation’s strategies relating to its non-regulated business.

Revenue from other activities
There will be no material change to the nature of non-distribution revenue which includes items such as the provi-
sion of public lighting and metering services. 

Operating expenditure
Assumed Operating expenditure associated with the operation, management and maintenance of the network has 
been based on the ETSA Final Regulatory Determination and the Victorian Draft Regulatory Determinations and the 
ability to execute the operating plan to meet planned network availability and performance requirements efficiently.

Capital expenditure
Assumed capital expenditure associated with the expansion, rectification and safeguarding of the network has 
been based on the ETSA Final Regulatory Determination and the Victorian Draft Regulatory Determinations and the 
ability to execute the capital expenditure plan to meet planned network availability and performance requirements 
efficiently. A portion of the capital expenditure is to be funded using draw downs of new borrowings and it is as-
sumed that Senior Debt facilities are available for this purpose.

Senior Debt
Senior Debt over the Guidance Period is based on expected borrowings and financing facilities and the refinancing 
of those facilities.

Senior Debt held by the Asset Companies will need to be refinanced at varying maturity dates. 

Net borrowings are assumed to increase reflecting the requirement that debt will be used to partially fund capital 
expenditure expected to be incurred over the Guidance Period. 

Senior Debt interest expense
Interest expense over the Guidance Period is based on expected borrowings and financing facilities, current inter-
est rates and timing of interest payments and assuming that the Asset Companies retain their current credit ratings 
for their senior unsecured obligations from Standard & Poor’s.

Senior Debt is predominantly floating rate debt with varying terms to maturity. The floating rate debt has been hedged 
with interest rate swaps that fix the base interest rate through to the end of the regulatory period (excluding its working 
capital facilities). It is assumed that over the Guidance Period the majority of Senior Debt expense is hedged.

Subordinated Debt and Preferred Partnership Capital
The Asset Companies have indicated a desire to retain additional cash at the operating companies in order to fund 
future growth capital expenditure commitments. This is expected to reduce quarterly distributions to Spark Infrastruc-
ture. It is assumed that retained amounts will be reinvested as new subordinated debt or preferred partnership capital.

Distributions to the ETSA Utilities partners are expected to be in accordance with their proportionate interest in 
ETSA Utilities.

Income tax
A financial year ending 31 December is adopted for taxation purposes and a tax rate of 30% is applicable.

Tax payable has been calculated on the assumptions that:

CHEDHA, which holds 100% of both CitiPower and Powercor, is a tax consolidation group;•	

No liability arises from the ATO audit of Powercor which is referred to in Section 11; •	

ETSA is a reporting but not a tax paying entity. The partners pay tax on their share of the partnership’s income •	
and are entitled to their share of any partnership losses; and

No liability arises from the ATO Audit of ETSA, which is described in Section 11.•	
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Section 12
Risk factors 

12.1	I ntroduction

There are a number of risks associated with an investment in Spark Infrastructure which are specific to  
Spark Infrastructure and risks of a more general nature. These include risks relating to the Repositioning  
proposal (Section 12.2), risks relating to Spark Infrastructure in particular (Section 12.3), risks relating to the  
Asset Companies (Section 12.4) and other general business and economic risks (Section 12.5).

This Section outlines the risks that Spark Infrastructure considers the most pertinent. Some of these risks can be 
mitigated by appropriate action, safeguards and procedures. However, many are outside Spark Infrastructure’s 
control, cannot be mitigated and may affect the future performance of Spark Infrastructure. This list of risk factors 
may not be exhaustive and should be considered in conjunction with other information disclosed in this Investor 
Information Booklet and disclosed in Spark Infrastructure’s announcements to the ASX. Additional risks and uncer-
tainties may also become important factors that adversely affect the future performance and financial position of 
and distributions from Spark Infrastructure and the value of an investment in Spark Infrastructure.

Investors should consider carefully the risks associated with an investment in Spark Infrastructure and Investors 
with any doubt, having given due consideration to these risks and other information contained in this Investor 
Information Booklet, should consult their stockbroker or other professional adviser. There can be no guarantee that 
the assumptions and forward-looking statements contained in this Investor Information Booklet will be met, or that 
distributions will be paid or, if paid, be consistent with the distribution guidance provided or as to the price or  
liquidity of trading in Securities.

12.2	K ey risks specific to the Repositioning 

12.2.1	R isks relating to the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure

Conditionality of Restructure
The Restructure may not occur. The Restructure is subject to conditionality including the Entitlement Offer pro-
ceeding and various Securityholder, regulatory and court approvals. Failure to complete the Restructure will result 
in Securityholders holding an investment in an externally managed five stapled group without the contemplated 
reduction in the face value of Loan Notes. 

If the Restructure does not proceed – heightened Deferral risk and consequent potential tax liability
Should the Restructure not be completed, there is a risk that distributions able to be supported by Spark Infrastruc-
ture in future periods would be less than the interest accruing in favour of Securityholders under the Loan Notes. If 
the interest accruing on the Loan Notes exceeds the cash available to Spark Infrastructure to fund distributions to 
Securityholders, some or all of the interest accrued may need to be Deferred. 

If interest is Deferred, Spark will remain liable to pay the interest. However, interest will accrue on the deferred and 
unpaid interest on a daily basis (and compound on a monthly basis) from the date such interest was due to (but 
excluding) the date of actual payment, in addition to interest accruing under the Loan Notes for subsequent interest 
periods. A distribution stopper would also apply and no dividends or capital distributions may be made to Securi-
tyholders in respect of the issued Units except to the extent required to prevent Spark RE from being taxed on the 
income of Spark Trust.

Under the Loan Note Trust Deed, any amount Deferred, any interest not paid on the preceding Reset Date and any 
other interest due and payable would need to be repaid in full on the next Reset Date unless there is more than $5 
million of Senior Debt outstanding at that time. While Deferral of interest and non payment on a Reset Date is not a 
default under the Loan Note Trust Deed, Deferral may have a number of additional negative consequences for Se-
curityholders, including adverse impacts on the market price at which Securities trade and their liquidity, access to 
capital raisings (including under the DRP), Spark Infrastructure’s balance sheet (via an increasing liability), the credit 
rating of Spark Infrastructure, its Senior Debt including refinancing and the cost of debt, and on Spark Infrastruc-
ture’s reputation. Each of these potential negative consequences may adversely affect the financial performance, 
financial position and distributions from Spark Infrastructure, and potentially exacerbate the issue resulting in the 
need to further Defer interest in subsequent periods.

Further, depending on their individual circumstances, certain Securityholders may be liable to tax on the full amount 
of the interest accrued irrespective of the distribution actually received. 
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If the Restructure does not proceed – increased principal and interest obligation
While the risks described above are risks with the present structure, if the Entitlement Offer proceeds but the 
Restructure does not, these risks are heightened as the Entitlement Offer increases the aggregate face value of the 
Loan Notes on issue and thereby Spark Infrastructure’s interest obligation under them.

In addition, if the Entitlement Offer proceeds but the Restructure does not, the Entitlement Offer will result in a 
higher aggregate face value of the Loan Notes on issue which will be more than the amount received under the 
Entitlement Offer. This is because as the Loan Notes issued under the Entitlement Offer are issued at face value of 
$1.25 per Loan Note (in order to be fungible with the existing loan note component part of the Securities) and the 
Offer Price is less than $1.25. As a consequence, the principal amount which Spark Infrastructure would have to 
pay on maturity and the future interest accruing under the Loan Notes will be based on this higher amount. 

Furthermore, if the Restructure does not proceed, the benefits of the simplified ownership and capital structure as 
set out in Section 1.4 will not be obtained.

If the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure proceed - impact on future distributions
While the Restructure is designed to align Spark Infrastructure’s Loan Note interest obligations with the operational 
cashflows expected to be available from the Asset Companies, there can be no guarantee that this outcome will be 
achieved.

No assurance of liquidity or trading price
There can be no assurance that Securities will trade at or above the Offer Price or as to liquidity of trading or that any capi-
tal growth in the Asset Companies will translate into a higher price at which Securities trade, or growth in distributions.

It should also be noted that the historical Security price performance of Spark Infrastructure’s Securities provides 
no guidance as to the future Security price performance.

If the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure proceed - impact of tax on Stapled Entities
A significant part of Spark Infrastructure’s capital structure has been contributed in the form of Loan Notes. Deduc-
tions for interest on the Loan Notes have been claimed by Spark Trust. Spark Infrastructure considers that the 
Restructure should not impact on Spark Trust’s tax treatment of the Loan Notes. However, the quantum of interest 
deductions on the Loan Notes (and on the existing intra-group loans) will reduce significantly as a consequence of 
the Restructure. Accordingly, it is expected that Spark Infrastructure will begin paying tax on its income earlier than 
it would if the Restructure did not proceed. 

Post Restructure, controlled foreign investments could cause all Spark Infrastructure entities to be subject to the 
thin capitalisation rules. If the level of debt funding of the Spark Infrastructure entities is in excess of the prescribed 
limits, this may result in the denial of interest deductions for those entities. This may result in those entities paying 
tax on their income earlier than they would if the Restructure did not proceed. At this stage, Spark Infrastructure 
has no controlled foreign investments.

Spark Trust is currently a “flow through” trust for tax purposes. Spark Infrastructure considers that Spark Trust 
should continue to be a flow through trust immediately following the Restructure as a consequence of a particular 
roll-over available under the CGT and public trading trust rules (Subdivision 124-Q of the Income Tax Assessment 
Act 1997 (Cth) and section 102NA of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth)). Spark Infrastructure is seeking a 
Class Ruling from the ATO to confirm the availability of the roll-over.

The ATO has issued a draft determination on the specific taxation provision dealing with the application of the 
public trading trust rules to trusts that become the holding entity of a formerly stapled group (section 102NA of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth)). If the ATO does not change its published position on the interpretation of 
that provision and there is no legislative amendment to clarify its application, there is a risk that future acquisitions 
by Spark Infrastructure could result in the ATO seeking to tax Spark Trust as a public trading trust. As a public trad-
ing trust, the income of Spark Trust would be taxable at the corporate tax rate (currently 30%), and distributions of 
income from Spark Trust would be in the form of franked or unfranked unit trust dividends. In the event that Spark 
Trust is at risk of becoming taxable as a public trading trust due to proposed investments, Spark Infrastructure will 
assess the implications to determine a course of action that is in the best interests of Securityholders.

12.2  Key risks specific to the Repositioning continued
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Spark Holdings 2 had $496 million of carry forward tax losses as at 31 December 2009. Utilisation of these losses 
is subject to satisfaction of certain loss utilisation tests. Spark Infrastructure considers that the Restructure and 
consequent reorganisation of its intra-group financing arrangements as described in Section 8.2 should not have 
any immediate impact on the ability of Spark Holdings 2 to utilise these losses. If, in the future, the loss utilisation 
tests are not satisfied, this may result in Spark Holdings 2 becoming tax payable at an earlier point in time than it 
otherwise would have. The payment of tax by Spark Holdings 2 should generate franking credits which may be 
passed on to Securityholders (via Spark Trust) in the form of franked dividends.

Impact on management fees
As Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed, fees will remain payable to the Manager in accordance with 
the existing management agreement.

Accordingly, there is the potential for base management fees payable to the Manager to increase to the extent Spark 
Infrastructure’s Enterprise Value increases as a result of implementing the Repositioning initiatives. The extent to 
which fees actually increase will depend upon a number of factors including the Market Value of the Securities and 
the aggregate outstanding amount of any external Spark Infrastructure debt. Spark Infrastructure intends to use a 
substantial portion of the net proceeds from the Entitlement Offer to reduce debt at the Spark Infrastructure level 
and therefore, it is not expected that the Entitlement Offer will have a material impact on base management fees.

12.2.2	D istributions and interest payments on Securities

Spark Infrastructure’s future distribution levels will be determined by Spark RE as responsible entity of Spark Trust, 
having regard to future operating results and financial position of the Asset Companies and of Spark Infrastructure. 

Distributions on the Securities, and in particular interest payments relating to the Loan Notes, are not guaranteed. 
There can be no assurance that any distribution will be paid or, if paid, they will be paid at previous levels or con-
sistent with any distribution guidance. Interest payments on the Loan Notes will be reduced under the Restructure. 

Factors such as an increase in interest rates, inflation and inflationary expectations, the issue of further Securities, 
diminished financial results of the Asset Companies or decisions concerning the payment of distributions by their 
boards of directors (and other factors described in this Section 12) may have an adverse impact on the financial 
performance and position of Spark Infrastructure, which may reduce or prevent distributions and interest payments 
being made and/or give rise to Deferral (see above).

12.2.3	F uture issues and trading price

Spark Infrastructure cannot predict what effect, if any, future issues of Securities, or the availability of Securities for 
future sale, will have on the market price of the Securities. Sales of substantial amounts of Securities in the public 
market could adversely affect the market price of the Securities and may make it more difficult to sell Securities at a 
time and price deemed appropriate by the relevant Securityholder. Any future issuance of Securities may also dilute 
the interests of the Securityholders. 

The market price of Securities will depend on a range of factors, some beyond the ability of Spark Infrastructure to 
control (see Section 12.6). Similarly, such external factors could affect the price at which the Securities trade. There 
can be no assurance that any increase in Spark Infrastructure’s net equity investment in the Asset Companies’ RAB 
will translate into higher trading prices for the Securities.

12.3	K ey risks specific to an investment in Spark Infrastructure

12.3.1	A sset Companies’ revenues and distributions

Distributions
Decisions made by the boards of directors that oversee the Asset Companies concerning distributions and other 
related matters, such as in relation to future capital expenditure requirements, investment needs and gearing levels, 
and updating of budgets and business plans, may cause a reduction in cash available for distribution to Spark 
Infrastructure and ultimately to Securityholders. 

These decisions have to be made in accordance with the terms of the Asset Company Agreements where relevant. 
While the day-to-day management of each of the Asset Companies is vested in its board, as a shareholder in 
CHEDHA and partner in ETSA Utilities, Spark Infrastructure (through its subsidiaries) has certain limited rights (as 
disclosed previously, at the time of its IPO). These include that any change in the distribution policy applying to the 
Asset Companies, and any proposed action or decision to implement any material change to debt/equity ratios or 
amortisation profile of, or increases in the capital of the Asset Companies (where such action is likely to affect the 
cash distribution payable or projected to be payable by the Asset Companies, or to affect the maintenance of the 
credit rating of the relevant Asset Company group), must be determined by a resolution passed by persons holding 
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at least 75% of shares or partnership interest (as applicable). However, outside of the specific limited rights of the 
shareholders or partners (as applicable), such decisions are made by the board of the relevant Asset Company, 
which Spark Infrastructure does not control. In particular, it is a matter for each Asset Company board to apply the 
distribution policy of the Asset Companies (as amended from time to time) in accordance with the Asset Company 
Agreements, which necessarily involves a matter of judgment and exercise of discretion for the boards as to the 
surplus cash which is available for distribution in accordance with the distribution policy. Similarly, it is a matter for 
the boards of the Asset Companies to approve the budget and business plan, which must be consistent with the 
distribution policy, for each Asset Company from time to time.

Revenues
While more than 70% of the current aggregated revenues of the Asset Companies are from regulated activities,  
revenue forecasts for the Asset Companies provided to Spark Infrastructure are, to a large extent, based on  
demand forecast assumptions which may not be met.

A reduction in the revenue earned by the Asset Companies may reduce the ability of the Asset Companies to pay 
dividends or other distributions to Spark Infrastructure, which in turn could limit Spark Infrastructure’s ability to 
make distributions to Securityholders. Key risks to the Asset Companies’ revenue are variations in customer load, 
regulatory pricing and compliance, network disruptions and inflation. Each of these risks is summarised below. 

Variations in customer load
The volume of electricity distributed through the networks of each of the Asset Companies is subject to a range 
of variables, including economic conditions, population growth, general growth in electrical appliance sales, 
growth in new housing, Government policy, weather, alternative energy sources (such as gas), and the availability 
of adequate supplies of electricity. While the regulated distribution areas of each of the Asset Companies have 
exhibited economic growth and increases in population over recent years, there can be no assurance that further 
increases in electricity volumes (based on those or other factors) will continue in the future. In addition, unusually 
mild summers or warmer than normal winters can negatively affect the volume of electricity used.

Regulatory pricing and compliance 
Regulated revenue represents between 65% and 80% of the revenues for each of the Asset Companies. 
Accordingly, the financial performance of Spark Infrastructure is significantly dependent on, and sensitive to,  
pricing reset decisions by the Regulator. Should a decision be made by the AER to decrease tariffs below what 
can be recovered by improved volume, operating efficiency or operating expenditure over the period for which the 
price is set, the earnings of Spark Infrastructure will be negatively affected. As it may not be possible to immediately 
pass on these costs through higher regulated prices, there is a degree of uncertainty associated with the Asset 
Companies’ margins. A price reset may also impact negatively on the carrying value of the distribution network 
assets of each of the Asset Companies, which would be reassessed at the time of the pricing reset. The next 
scheduled price reset for ETSA Utilities is from 1 July 2015 and CitiPower and Powercor from  
1 January 2011. A Final Regulatory Determination has not been reached by the AER in relation to CitiPower and 
Powercor. To the extent that the Final Determination is materially different from the Draft Determination, this may 
have a material effect on the distribution guidance provided for 2011.

Previously, the States were responsible for the regulation of their respective electricity supply industries. However, 
from January 2009, the electricity distribution tariffs became regulated by the AER leaving the States with the 
responsibility for licensing electricity industry participants and regulating distribution service standards, and also 
regulation of electricity safety. The Asset Companies must adhere to electricity distribution licence requirements, 
codes and guidelines established and updated by the relevant State bodies from time to time. Failure to comply 
with the licence requirements, codes or guidelines may lead to penalties, or, in extreme circumstances, amend-
ment, suspension or cancellation of relevant licences by the regulator. 

Similarly, ETSA Utilities, for historic reasons, holds its distribution network via a 200 year lease from a State entity. 
Under the lease ETSA Utilities has a number of lessee commitments including obligations to maintain the network 
and to hold relevant authorisations and restrictions on selling the network. Failure to comply with these require-
ments may lead to claims or, in extreme circumstances, suspension or cancellation of the lease by the State.

12.3  Key risks specific to an investment in Spark Infrastructure continued
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Network disruptions including through terrorism and severe events
The distribution networks of the Asset Companies are exposed to supply interruptions. If a severe storm, fire, 
sabotage, terrorist attack or other unplanned event interrupts service, the loss of cash flow resulting from the 
interruption and the cost of recovery from network damage could be considerable and potentially cause poor 
customer perception and lead to claims and litigation. The Asset Companies might also be liable for property 
damage caused by failings in the quality of supply (a power surge or “overvoltage”, for example). Given the 
size of the Asset Companies’ network and the number of businesses who rely on it and are vulnerable to such 
malfunctions, such claims are potentially very sizeable. Moreover, some losses from such events would not be 
recoverable under the Asset Companies’ insurance policies. 

Importantly, the poles and wires of the distribution networks of each of the Asset Companies are not insured and the 
current insurance policies of the Asset Companies do not provide coverage for damage to the network assets as a 
result of a terrorist attack. While the Australian Federal Government has established a fund that may provide some 
coverage to the Asset Companies’ in the event of terrorist attack, there can be no assurance that such funds would 
be available to cover any or all of the losses caused by a terrorist attack. Lastly, increases in the number or duration 
of supply interruptions could result in material increases in the costs associated with the operation of the distribution 
networks, which could have a material adverse effect on the business, the financial condition and results of operations 
of the Asset Companies, and in turn on the financial condition and the results of operations of Spark Infrastructure.

Inflation
Implied inflation as measured by CPI is a factor in the tariff adjustment regime applicable to each of the Asset 
Companies and is locked into nominal price term contracts. Accordingly, revenues earned by each of the Asset 
Companies may be adversely affected by increases in the rate of inflation, which could limit the amount of 
distributions payable to Spark Infrastructure.

Unregulated revenue
In addition, the Asset Companies compete to win new unregulated business. The ability to continue to earn unregulated 
revenues is dependent on a number of factors including the ability to win competitive tender processes, the ability 
to deliver services profitably and operational capacity to undertake unregulated activities. This type of work is highly 
competitive and there is no guarantee that the Asset Companies will be able to continue to win work of this nature. 

12.3.2	F inancing

Interest rates on Senior Debt
The Asset Companies and Spark Infrastructure are exposed to movements in interest rates where funds are bor-
rowed at a floating interest rate and where fixed rate debt is being refinanced. The Asset Companies are significant 
users of debt, which increases the sensitivity of earnings to interest rate movements. While a prudent level of Senior 
Debt is intended to be hedged against interest rate movements, not all borrowings are hedged and future borrow-
ings may not be hedged. Further, such hedges only provide certainty for a limited period, typically coinciding with 
regulatory reset periods, and there is no guarantee that future hedging activities will achieve the desired outcome.

High debt levels
Each of the Asset Companies has raised substantial levels of debt to fund operations. The terms of the debt for 
each of the Asset Companies generally require the Asset Companies to comply with certain operating and financial 
covenants. The ability of each of the Asset Companies to meet their respective debt service obligations and repay 
their outstanding debt will depend primarily on the cash produced by the network distribution businesses of each 
of the Asset Companies. Given the relatively high levels of debt, there is a risk that the Asset Companies will not 
generate sufficient cash to cover the outstanding debt service obligations, which may force the Asset Companies 
to default on their debt obligations, refinance a portion or all of their debt or obtain additional financing on terms 
that are not as favourable. Decisions about debt levels made by the boards that oversee the Asset Companies and 
which are not controlled by Spark Infrastructure, such as to reduce gearing levels from time to time, may impact 
the need for greater cash to be retained in the Asset Companies, which may reduce distributions to Spark Infra-
structure and ultimately to Securityholders. 

Decisions regarding the debt levels of the Asset Companies have to be made in accordance with the terms of 
the Asset Company Agreements, where relevant. Any proposed action or decision to implement any material 
change to debt/equity ratios or amortisation profile of, or increases in the capital of the Asset Companies (where 
such action is likely to affect the cash distribution payable or projected to be payable by the Asset Companies, 
or to affect the maintenance of the credit rating of the relevant Asset Company group), must be determined by a 
resolution passed by persons holding at least 75% of shares or partnership interest (as applicable). Other decisions  
regarding debt levels are a matter for the board of the relevant Asset Company, which Spark Infrastructure does 
not control.
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12.3  Key risks specific to an investment in Spark Infrastructure continued

Senior Debt Lock-up
The terms of the Senior Debt of the Asset Companies and Spark Infrastructure provide that in certain situations (i.e. 
where due payments of interest or principal have not been paid, specified interest cover ratios have not been met 
or where there is otherwise an event of default (or a potential event of default subsisting)), the Asset Companies 
may not pay subordinated debt interest or dividends to Spark Infrastructure. This will in turn significantly limit 
Spark Infrastructure’s ability to pay distributions to Securityholders, despite funds being otherwise available (Senior 
Debt Lock-up). If Senior Debt Lock-up occurs, the ability of the Asset Companies to make distributions to Spark 
Infrastructure, and the ability of Spark Infrastructure to make distributions to Securityholders, may be diminished or 
even removed until the Senior Debt Lock-up is remedied. 

Capital expenditure draw downs
There is a risk that due to unforeseen events, possible debt draw downs planned by the Asset Companies and 
intended to be used to fund capital expenditure items may not eventuate. If this occurs, future growth initiatives 
of the Asset Companies could be restricted, which could limit future revenues and cash flows and potentially limit 
cash flow available for distribution to Spark Infrastructure and the Securityholders.

Refinancing
Senior Debt held by Spark Infrastructure and the Asset Companies will need to be refinanced at varying maturity 
dates. For ETSA Utilities and CHEDHA, there is a need to refinance loan facilities and notes of approximately  
$580 million in 2010 and 2011, together with approximately $240 million of undrawn bank facilities. 

The terms under which Senior Debt is refinanced or an inability to refinance or extend may affect the financial per-
formance of the Asset Companies and Spark Infrastructure and the ability to pay distributions to Securityholders. 
If acceptable terms cannot be agreed before or at maturity, dividends, distributions and interest payments by the 
Asset Companies to Spark Infrastructure may be diminished, delayed or ceased which could reduce the amount 
of cash available for distribution to Securityholders. Similarly, any refinancing or extension may be on more onerous 
terms (including higher margins) than current facilities.

Credit ratings
The credit rating of Spark Infrastructure may be downgraded as a result of a change in operating performance 
or capital structure, or a downgrade in the credit rating of any of the Asset Companies, which may result from a 
number of matters. Any deterioration in the credit rating of CKI or HKE, or entities holding interests in CKI or HKE, 
could also negatively affect the credit rating of the Asset Companies and Spark Infrastructure. A downgrade of 
the credit rating of Spark Infrastructure would increase the cost of debt, thereby adversely affecting the financial 
performance and value of Spark Infrastructure. 

Certain decisions of the Asset Companies must take maintenance of their credit rating into account. The business 
plans of the Asset Companies must demonstrate maintenance of their rating, and the Asset Companies’ distribution 
policy requires that consistency with maintaining the credit rating of the Asset Company is one of the factors 
relevant to determination of distributions to be made to the shareholders or partners (as applicable). Any proposed 
action or decision to implement any material change to debt/equity ratios or amortisation profile of, or increases in 
the capital of the Asset Companies (where such action is likely to affect the cash distribution payable or projected 
to be payable by the Asset Companies, or to affect the maintenance of the credit rating of the relevant Asset 
Company group), must be determined by a resolution passed by persons holding at least 75% of shares or 
partnership interest (as applicable).

12.3.3	T axation - generally

General
The distribution guidance contained within this Investor Information Booklet is in part dependent upon the current 
applicable Australian tax laws and Spark Infrastructure’s interpretation of these laws. If there is a change in tax regime 
or if the ATO has a different interpretation of the current laws other than that of Spark Infrastructure, the financial per-
formance of Spark Infrastructure and the composition of its distributions may differ from the guidance provided.

12.3.4 ATO Audit

The ATO initiated a Large Business Audit of Powercor’s financing arrangements in 2003. This matter is still ongoing 
and the ATO has issued position papers outlining their views to CHEDHA and Powercor. In particular, the ATO 
considers that all or part of the interest expenses incurred by Powercor on loans obtained from subsidiaries of each 
50% shareholder group for the income years ended 31 December 2000 to 31 December 2005 are not properly 
deductible for income tax purposes, or are subject to disallowance under the general anti-avoidance rules. 

CHEDHA and Powercor have obtained advice on these issues from their tax advisers. Discussions are still being 
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held with the ATO regarding this matter, and no amended assessments have been issued to date by the ATO. No 
provision has been made in the half year accounts of CHEDHA for the period ended 30 June 2010 in relation to the 
potential income tax liability. 

The ATO is also undertaking a strategic audit of ETSA Utilities. The main issue outstanding with the ATO relates to 
the income tax treatment of the rent instalments payable under the land lease. The ATO has issued position papers 
to ETSA Utilities maintaining its views that the rent instalments are not deductible for income tax purposes. ETSA 
Utilities is still in discussions with the ATO regarding this matter. ETSA Utilities has obtained advice from its tax 
advisers that supports its current tax treatment.

The ATO has recently initiated an audit of certain other matters relating to ETSA Utilities including ETSA Utilities’ 
financing arrangements and the tax treatment of capitalised labour and overhead costs. This is still in the information 
gathering stage and ETSA Utilities is in the process of providing the information requested by the ATO. The ATO has 
not issued any position papers and/ or amended assessments to ETSA Utilities in relation to these matters.

12.3.5 Lack of control of Asset Companies

Both before and after completion of the Repositioning initiatives, CKI and HKE will continue to collectively hold a 
51% interest in each of the Asset Companies and subject to CKI’s additional appointment right described below, 
have the right to appoint five directors to the boards of the directors that oversee the Asset Companies. Spark 
Infrastructure has the right to appoint four directors to the boards. There have been negotiations between the 
stakeholders in relation to the CEO’s appointment as a director, as a result of which the CEO of the relevant Asset 
Company is on the board of CHEDHA but not on ETSA Utilities. For so long as CKI and HKE’s aggregate interest 
in an Asset Company is at least 51% (but less than 60%), CKI has an additional right to appoint such directors as 
is necessary to ensure that the directors appointed by CKI and HKE account for more than one half of the total 
number of directors on the board. Where CKI and HKE have a majority position on the board of either of the Asset 
Companies, there can be no assurance that CKI and HKE will use their majority position on the boards for the 
benefit of Spark Infrastructure or the Securityholders.

The terms of the Asset Company Agreements, which govern the relationship of CKI, HKE and Spark Infrastructure 
in relation to the ownership and operation of CHEDHA and ETSA Utilities, require that certain decisions relating to 
significant corporate matters, including changes in the capital structure of ETSA Utilities or CHEDHA or any change 
in the distribution policy to the shareholders of CHEDHA or the ETSA Utilities partners, are subject to a special 
majority decision requiring the approval of holders of 75% of the shares of CHEDHA or requiring the approval of 
holders of 75% of the partnership interest of ETSA Utilities. There can be no assurances that these special majority 
provisions will afford adequate protection in all respects. 

Spark Infrastructure has previously disclosed, at the time of its IPO, the extent of these matters in respect of which 
Spark Infrastructure, as a shareholder or partner (through its subsidiaries) has certain limited rights in respect of 
decision-making of the Asset Companies. Day-to-day management of each of the Asset Companies is otherwise 
vested in the relevant Asset Company’s board, which Spark Infrastructure does not control. Matters which are 
generally decisions for the boards (subject to rights granted to shareholders or partners, as applicable, at law and 
the limited contractual rights referred to above), include for example the approval of the budget and business plan 
(including operating expenditure and capital expenditure estimates), the application of the distribution policy (see 
12.3.1), gearing determinations (see 12.3.2) and the appointment of the chief executive officer.

The Asset Companies have indicated a desire to retain cash from operations to fund growth capital expenditure in 
the next regulatory period. The shareholders in the Asset Companies hold different views regarding the interpreta-
tion of the distribution policy under the Asset Company Agreements, in particular in relation to the definition of 
surplus cash and the ability of CHEDHA to defer interest under its subordinated loans.

Spark Infrastructure is of the view, based on its interpretation of the Asset Company Agreements, that the Asset 
Companies have an obligation to maximise surplus cash and distribute all surplus cash available from within the Asset 
Companies unless for some reason it would breach the Asset Companies’ legal obligations to do so. Further, the 
ability for CHEDHA to defer interest under its subordinated loans is very limited and can only be exercised if CHEDHA 
cannot pay, for example, where it has not got the money to pay, or it would be unlawful to make payment.

The shareholders in the Asset Companies are discussing these matters in the lead up to the budgeting and plan-
ning approvals process. It is possible that this situation may lead to disputes between the shareholders in the Asset 
Companies or between Spark Infrastructure and the Asset Companies.

Further, as a result of Spark Infrastructure having only a 49% interest in each of the Asset Companies, its access to 
Asset Company information and management is governed by the terms of the Asset Company Agreements which 
provide it with more limited information than would be expected for a subsidiary or wholly owned investment. 



Spark infrastructure information booklet80

12.3  Key risks specific to an investment in Spark Infrastructure continued

12.3.6 Required sale of interest – default and change of control (pre-emptive rights)

In certain circumstances the subsidiary within the Spark Infrastructure group which owns the interest in the relevant 
Asset Company may be forced to offer that interest for sale (as may any other shareholder or partner, in the same 
circumstances). These pre-emptive rights arise if a shareholder:

Suffers an insolvency event;•	

Breaches the provision of the Asset Company Agreements relating to share and shareholder loan dealing •	
and new issues or offers of shares and shareholder loans or warranties (including those given at the time of 
accession to the agreement);

Undergoes a change of control (excluding certain changes of control, as set out below); or•	

Acquired shares as a permitted nominee based on its relationship with another shareholder (or former share-•	
holder), and it ceases to have that relationship,

in which case the other shareholders may trigger a sale process for all of its shares and shareholder loans. The pre-
emptive rights sale process must be conducted in accordance with the Asset Company Agreements (as disclosed 
previously, at the time of Spark Infrastructure’s initial public offering). 

Broadly, a change of control of a shareholder is defined to occur if the persons who, at a particular time, have control 
of that shareholder lose that control, or one or more persons acquire control of that shareholder. Change of control of 
a shareholder also occurs where a shareholder’s ultimate shareholder ceases to wholly own the shareholder. 

The folllowing sets out the exceptions to the pre-emptive rights. Change of control of a shareholder does not include:

In relation to a shareholder who is wholly owned (directly or indirectly) by any Stapled Entity, a change in control •	
resulting from:

A person acquiring or disposing of a direct or indirect interest in Spark Infrastructure stapled securities; or––

The termination of Spark Infrastructure’s Management Agreement or a change of control of the Manager; and––

In relation to a shareholder who is a 100% related party of CKI or Hongkong Electric Holdings Limited, a change •	
in control:

Where the shareholder continues to be such a 100% related party; or––

Where there is a change of control of CKI or Hongkong Electric Holdings Limited resulting from the trading of ––
publicly listed securities; and

A change arising from a third party debt financier’s exercise of security over the relevant interest in the Asset •	
Company, as a result of an insolvency event.

12.3.7	R isk factors relating to external management arrangements

The Manager has the ability to terminate the Management Agreement in certain circumstances, and accordingly 
there can be no assurance that the Manager will remain the manager of Spark Infrastructure. Further, neither Spark 
Infrastructure nor the Securityholders would be able to remove the Manager in the event the Manager under-
performs or fails to perform requisite duties under the Management Agreement unless the Manager is in serious 
breach of a material provision of the Management Agreement. To the extent the Manager underperforms and is 
not removed, Spark Infrastructure’s financial performance may be negatively affected. In the event the Manager’s 
relationship with Spark Infrastructure is terminated, there can be no assurance that a suitable replacement manager 
may be found, however Internalisation of the management function would remain an alternative.

As Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed, fees will remain payable to the Manager in accordance with 
the existing management agreement (refer to Section 12.2.1 for risks relating to base management fees).

There is potential for performance fees to become payable in the future if the criteria for payment of the perform-
ance fees are satisfied. As at 30 June 2010, Spark Infrastructure’s cumulative under-performance versus the 
benchmark index was a deficit of $138.9 million. This under-performance is carried forward and taken into account 
in calculating the performance fee payable in future periods.



81risk factors

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

12.3.8	C ontracts

If third parties do not meet their obligations under material contracts, or there is a dispute concerning a material 
contract, and Spark Infrastructure or the relevant Asset Company is not financially compensated or cannot alleviate 
the effect by contracting with alternative parties, this may have a material adverse affect on Spark Infrastructure or 
the relevant Asset Company.

12.3.9	 Litigation 

Spark Infrastructure or an asset it invests in (including the Asset Companies) may be exposed to litigation arising 
from, for example, contractual or industrial disputes and environmental or occupational health and safety claims. 
Liability could be imposed as a consequence of any litigation and litigation could affect Spark Infrastructure or an 
asset adversely.

12.3.10	Conflicts of interest

There are potential conflicts of interest within Spark Infrastructure’s management structure which arise as a result of 
the positions of CKI and HKE as interested in the Asset Companies as joint 51% owner of the Asset Companies on 
the one hand, and also interested as co-owner of the Manager of Spark Infrastructure (entitled among other things 
to nominate certain representatives to the Boards of the Stapled Entities) on the other. One way in which this con-
flict may manifest itself is that CKI and HKE may have differing views to Spark Infrastructure in relation to funding of 
capital expenditure and payment of distributions to shareholders and partners (as applicable) of the Asset Compa-
nies. Similarly, another way in which conflicts of interest may arise from those dual roles is in relation to the directors 
of Spark Infrastructure acting to exercise Spark’s rights as (through its subsidiaries) shareholder or partner in the 
Asset Companies, in relation to which CKI and HKE are jointly the controlling shareholder and entitled to appoint 
the majority of the boards to those Asset Companies 

12.3.11	Joint ventures

In addition to its interest in the Asset Companies, Spark Infrastructure may enter into other joint venture arrange-
ments with respect to future acquisitions of interests in infrastructure assets. Owning the existing Asset Company 
interests or a future interest in an asset with joint venture partners imposes restrictions which do not exist where 
the asset is wholly owned, and therefore, there may be limitations on the ability of Spark Infrastructure to make in-
dependent decisions with respect to the relevant asset or the ability of Spark Infrastructure to sell an interest in the 
joint venture. Disagreements between joint venture partners with respect to the ongoing operations of an asset or 
the disposition of an asset may have an adverse effect on the financial performance and position results of opera-
tion of Spark Infrastructure.

12.4	O perational risks applicable to the Asset Companies

General
Management of the Asset Companies is not contracted to any external parties. Accordingly, the results of opera-
tions of the Asset Companies and Spark Infrastructure remain exposed to any unforeseen increases in operating 
expenses of the Asset Companies.

Capital expenditure
Due to the nature of the distribution networks and the advancing age of network assets, each of the Asset 
Companies has significant capital expenditure requirements. While each of the Asset Companies has detailed asset 
management plans and has historically maintained capital expenditure budgets based upon targets established 
by the relevant state regulator, there is a risk that due to unforeseen events, capital expenditure required for the 
replacement of assets or proposed growth initiatives could exceed current or future capital expenditure budgets. 
Material increases in capital expenditure beyond budgeted amounts could adversely affect available operating 
cashflows of the Asset Companies, and have a negative impact on the level of distributions to Spark Infrastructure 
and ultimately to Securityholders. It is noted that capital expenditure requirements for the Asset Companies are 
anticipated to increase significantly in the next regulatory period, and that the Asset Companies have indicated their 
wish to retain a greater proportion of cash from operations to fund the expected rise in capital expenditure. See 
Section 6 for further detail regarding capital expenditure requirements of the Asset Companies.
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Operating expenditure
The key factors influencing operating expenses for each of the Asset Companies are maintenance and support 
costs associated with the network and the costs incurred in providing non-distribution services to third parties. A 
key component of this expenditure is labour related expenses, including employees and contractors. In addition, 
operating expenses are also affected by materials and services largely relating to income generating work and 
the capitalisation of expenses incurred in the expansion and replacement of the distribution network. Unforeseen 
events may impact annual operating expenses with a resulting impact on operating profit. 

Bushfire 
Parts of the distribution networks of Powercor and ETSA Utilities are located in high bushfire risk areas. There 
is a risk that system failures in the networks could ignite catastrophic bushfires particularly in extreme fire danger 
weather conditions. Although each of the Asset Companies has implemented bushfire mitigation programs 
designed to minimise the risk of bushfire ignition, which includes pole and power line inspections, tree clearings, 
audits, preventative capital projects and contingency plans, the Asset Companies cannot eliminate the possibility 
of causing a bushfire nor can they fully mitigate the consequences of such an event. The consequences include 
personal injury/death, property damage and business interruption. Insurance for property damage and business 
interruption to the distribution networks of the Asset Companies is limited with any damage to the poles and wires 
or assets within the CitiPower and Powercor distribution networks not being covered by insurance.

With respect to liability to third parties, CitiPower, Powercor and ETSA Utilities have group based liability insurance 
coverage for amounts which they may be held liable for personal injury or property damage arising from fires that 
are caused or arise from their respective distribution networks. The cost of remediation from network damage or 
liabilities to third parties caused by bushfires could be significant, which could have a material adverse effect on the 
Asset Companies’ results of operations. There can be no assurance that network damage or liability to third party 
costs incurred will not exceed the amount of the property and liability insurances limits available under the respec-
tive policies.

Electrical safety standards
Legislation and associated regulations in place in Victoria and South Australia prescribe standards for the safe 
operation and maintenance of poles, wires and related distribution assets. Any material increase in the operational 
or capital expenditure costs of the Asset Companies as a result of changes to the electrical safety standards that 
are not factored into the regulatory pricing determinations affecting the Asset Companies could significantly impact 
the financial condition and results of operations of the Asset Companies.

Native title
A declaration of native title with respect to land on which the Asset Companies, or any future investments in which 
Spark Infrastructure acquires an interest, are located may affect operational and financial performance of such 
Asset Companies. The Asset Companies (or Spark Infrastructure, as relevant) may have to comply with a series of 
potentially arduous procedures or even provide compensation to affected persons in some circumstances.

Industrial action
Industrial action or claims by employees or their unions may have a negative impact on the operations, customer 
services, business reputation and financial performance of each of the Asset Companies. The workforce conditions 
of certain employees of the Asset Companies are governed by a series of enterprise bargaining agreements which 
are subject to renegotiation from time to time.

Although each of the Asset Companies considers that its relations with its employees are good at this time, 
disputes may arise in the course of future enterprise bargaining agreement renegotiations which could lead to 
strikes or other forms of industrial action. 

Defined benefit scheme
ETSA Utilities contributes to a defined benefit superannuation plan with an unfunded deficit of $131 million at June 
2010. ETSA Utilities’ defined benefit plan is part of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme. The Electricity 
Industry Superannuation Scheme is managed by the Electricity Industry Superannuation Board, a separate legal 
entity independent of the consolidated entity. 

The CHEDHA Group operates defined benefit superannuation plans for qualifying employees. Under the plans, the 
employees are entitled to retirement benefits based on their final salary at the time of retirement or resignation. As 
at 30 June 2010, management indentified a $35 million under funded pension liability.

The CHEDHA and ETSA Utilities plan performance and funding levels have been impacted in recent years by vola-
tility in equity markets and the decline in interest rates.

Annual cash contribution rates are based on recommendations made by actuaries based on their forecasts of 

12.4  Operational risks applicable to the Asset Companies continued
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various matters, including future scheme assets, performance, interest rates and salary increases. Volatility in any 
of these items can impact the annual contribution rates of the Asset Companies above budgeted levels which can 
a negative impact on the Asset Company cashflows.

Credit
Transmission companies charge distributors for use of system and connection charges which the distributor then 
passes on to retailers. The distributors are liable to pay the transmission companies even if those charges are not 
collected from retailers. The Asset Companies have a highly concentrated direct customer base, being a small 
number of electricity retailers, and thus they face substantial credit risk in relation to such electricity retailers.

ETSA Utilities mitigates this risk by requiring retailers to provide credit support under the terms of the regulated use 
of system agreements. 

Environmental 
Changes to national or state Government environmental policies may expose electricity distribution providers to the 
risk of additional or unplanned capital expenditure. There has been a trend of increasingly stringent environmental 
regulations and policies which may add to capital cost requirements of industry participants. Such changes would 
increase the overall cost of operation of the Asset Companies’ distribution networks, which in turn could have a 
material adverse effect on the business, financial condition and results of operations of the Asset Companies.

In addition, the activities of the Asset Companies may, in certain circumstances, pose a risk to the environment or 
trigger an environmental matter. Non-compliance with environmental laws and regulations may lead to costs and 
penalties in respect of environmental rehabilitation, damage control, and other losses, despite programs to mini-
mise the probability of such accidents or violations occurring.

Occupational health and safety
National reform of occupational health and safety legislation is in progress which aims to develop and implement 
one set of laws that aims to ensure there is a consistently high level of protection for all Australians. The introduction 
of new legislation is to come into effect in 2012. Costs of non-compliance in the form of penalties and fines is 
proposed to be greater.

Carbon
While carbon, and greenhouse gas regulation generally, is not considered to be a key risk for the Asset Companies, 
there are a few direct liabilities and potential risks posed by the emerging climate change regulatory regime.

In terms of direct liabilities, the Asset Companies are required to report on their carbon emissions under the National 
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Scheme (established by the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 
2008 (Cth) and National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Regulations 2008 (Cth)).

Also, as the Asset Companies are potentially responsible for a considerable amount of greenhouse gas emissions, 
they are vulnerable to regulatory changes affecting emissions, such as the imposition of a carbon price or possibly 
increased regulation of distribution losses.

Loss of key personnel
Spark Infrastructure is reliant on retaining and attracting quality senior executives and other employees at both 
the Group level and the Asset Company level. The loss of the services of any of Spark Infrastructure’s senior 
management or key Asset Company personnel, or the inability to attract new qualified personnel, could adversely 
affect Spark Infrastructure’s financial performance and position. 

12.5	T axation risks applicable to the Asset Companies

CHEDHA specific issues
A significant part of CHEDHA’s capital structure has been contributed in the form of subordinated shareholder 
loans. Deductions for interest on the shareholder loans have been claimed by CHEDHA, however the tax treat-
ment of the shareholder loans is currently subject to review by the ATO (refer to Section 12.3.4). If some (or all) of 
the deductions claimed by CHEDHA are disallowed as a consequence of the review, this may result on CHEDHA 
becoming tax payable at an earlier point in time which may reduce the cash available to CHEDHA to fund distribu-
tions to Spark Infrastructure. 

CHEDHA had $890 million of carry forward tax losses as at 31 December 2009. The availability of these losses is 
subject to certain loss utilisation tests having been satisfied historically and on a go forwards basis. To the extent 
that these tests are not satisfied and some or all of these tax losses cease to be available to CHEDHA, this 
may result in CHEDHA becoming tax payable at an earlier point in time which may reduce the cash available to 
CHEDHA to fund distributions to Spark Infrastructure.
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12.4  Operational risks applicable to the Asset Companies continued

12.6	G eneral risk factors

Economic and financial market environments 
The performance of Spark Infrastructure may be influenced by changes in various general economic factors 
including but not limited to changes in the level of economic activity and the resulting impact on market conditions, 
interest rates, inflation and inflationary expectations and consumer and business sentiment. Material adverse 
changes to these general economic factors may have an adverse impact on the financial performance and position 
of Spark Infrastructure.

Investors should also be aware that there are risks associated with any investment in securities markets. A number 
of external factors could affect the price at which the Securities trade on the ASX, their liquidity, and distributions 
which may be paid and more generally the performance of Spark Infrastructure. Amongst other things, these 
include movements on international and domestic stock markets, changes in the long term bond rate, volatility in 
the Australian and international financial markets, interest rates, inflation and inflationary expectations, actual and 
expected economic growth, overall economic and financial market conditions and Government taxation, regulation 
and other policy changes. It should be no noted that there is no guarantee that the Securities will trade at a 
particular price or that that there will at all times be sufficient buyers to allow their disposal at a price which the 
seller may have expected to achieve.

Market factors of the kind described above may affect the ability of Spark Infrastructure to raise capital funds 
by way of a further issue of capital, utilisation of the DRP, or to raise new debt and/or refinance existing debt on 
reasonable terms. There can be no assurance that any increase in Spark Infrastructure’s equity investment in the 
Asset Companies’ RAB will translate into higher trading prices for the Securities or growth in distributions.
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13.1	O verview of material contracts required to give effect to 
Repositioning initiatives

Summarised below are the material contracts which each Stapled Entity and other relevant parties have entered 
into to give effect to the Repositioning initiatives. Further detail is included in Sections 13.2 and 13.3.

13.1.1	E ntitlement Offer

Spark Infrastructure and the Underwriters have entered into an Underwriting Agreement under which the Under-
writers have agreed to underwrite the Entitlement Offer. Refer to Section 13.2 for further details.

13.1.2	R estructure

The Restructure Implementation Deed sets out the process for the Restructure so that:

There is a partial repayment of the principal amount outstanding (face value) on the Loan Notes; and•	

Spark Trust becomes the sole listed parent entity of Spark Infrastructure, and Spark Holdings 1,  •	
Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International become directly and wholly owned by Spark Trust. 

Refer to Sections 7 and 13.3 for further details.

13.2	E ntitlement Offer material contracts

The key material contract relating to the Entitlement Offer is the Underwriting Agreement. The Entitlement Offer is 
underwritten by Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch. A summary of the key terms is 
set out below:

Parties	 Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch (the 
Underwriters)

	 Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, Spark International and Spark RE as 
responsible entity of Spark Trust (Spark Infrastructure)

Conditions precedent	 The Underwriting Agreement is subject to a number of customary condi-
tions precedent. If the conditions precedent are not satisfied, or waived, 
the Underwriting Agreement will terminate

Fees	 If the Entitlement Offer completes, without the Underwriting Agreement 
being terminated, the Underwriters will receive the following fees (shared in 
equal proportions): 

	 Underwriting fee - 2% of the gross proceeds of the Entitlement Offer 

	 Management fee - 0.5% of the net proceeds of the Entitlement Offer

	 subject to Spark Infrastructure’s absolute discretion, a discretionary fee of 
0.5% of the gross proceeds of the Entitlement Offer

	 Spark Infrastructure has agreed to reimburse reasonable expenses of the 
Underwriters

Indemnity	 Spark Infrastructure indemnifies the Underwriters and parties associated 
with them in respect of certain loss suffered in connection with the Entitle-
ment Offer (subject to certain customary limitations and exclusions)

Termination Events	 An Underwriter may terminate any of its obligations under the Underwriting 
Agreement if any of the termination events in the Underwriting Agreement 
occur at any time before the Final Allotment Date

	 There are a number of customary termination events in the Underwriting 
Agreement, including the key termination events set out below 

	 Part 2 termination events only permit an Underwriter to terminate if, in its 
reasonable opinion, the event has or is likely to have a material adverse 
effect on the Entitlement Offer or the price of securities, or the Underwriter 

section 13 
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13.2  Entitlement Offer material contracts continued

will, or is likely to, contravene applicable laws or to have liability under the 
Corporations Act or other applicable laws

	 Part 1 termination events:

	 (Market fall) the S&P/ASX 200 Index: 

	 is at any time up to, and including, 5.00pm on the date the Institutional 
Entitlement Offer closes lower than 90% of the level of that index as at 
the close of normal trading on ASX on the Business Day immediately 
preceding the date of this agreement (Starting Level); or

	 is at the close of normal trading on ASX on any day after the date the 
Institutional Entitlement Offer closes and up to, and including, the date 
for settlement of the Institutional Entitlement Offer, lower than 90% of the 
Starting Level; or

	 after the date for settlement of the Institutional Entitlement Offer, at the 
close of trading on any two consecutive Business Days or on the Business 
Day immediately prior to the Final Allotment Date, is lower than 90% of the 
Starting Level;

	 (ASX approval) unconditional approval (or conditional approval, provided 
such condition would not, in the reasonable opinion of an Underwriter, 
have a material adverse effect on the success or settlement of the 
Entitlement Offer) by the ASX for official quotation of the New Securities is 
refused, or is not granted: 

	 in the case of the New Securities to be issued under the Entitlement Offer 
on the Initial Allotment Date, by that date (or such later date agreed in 
writing by the Underwriters in their absolute discretion) or is withdrawn on 
or before the Initial Allotment Date; or 

	 in the case of the New Securities to be issued under the Retail Entitlement 
Offer on the Final Allotment Date, by that date (or such late date agreed in 
writing by the Underwriters in their absolute discretion) or is withdrawn on 
or before the Final Allotment Date, 

	 or ASX makes an official statement to any person or indicates to Spark In-
frastructure or the Underwriters that official quotation of the New Securities 
will not be granted;

	 (Listing) ASX announces that Spark Infrastructure will be removed from the 
official list or that its securities will be suspended from trading on, or cease 
to be quoted on, ASX;

	 (Spark RE) the Spark RE ceases to hold all necessary authorisations re-
quired by it to be the responsible entity of Spark Trust or seeks to retire or 
ceases to be the responsible entity of Spark Trust, or Spark Trust ceases to 
be a validly subsisting trust registered as a managed investment scheme in 
accordance with Chapter 5C of the Corporations Act or is terminated;

	 (Misleading or deceptive statements)

	 a statement in this Investor Information Booklet or any other document or 
material issued by Spark Infrastructure in relation to the Entitlement Offer is 
or becomes misleading or deceptive or likely to mislead or deceive, or omit 
any information that is required (having regard to the provisions of section 
708AA and section 1012DAA of the Corporations Act); or

	 any forecasts, expressions of opinion, intention or expectation in this 
Investor Information Booklet or in any such other document or material are 
not based on reasonable assumptions;

	 (Corrective Statement) the notice under sections 708AA and 1012DAA of 
the Corporations Act (as notionally modified by ASIC Class Order 08/35) 
issued by Spark Infrastructure in relation to the Entitlement Offer is defec-
tive within the meaning of those sections or the Spark Infrastructure is 
required to give, or gives, a corrective statement;

	 (Change in board or management) the chairman or chief executive officer 
of the Spark Infrastructure Group vacates his or her office; 
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	 (Withdrawal) Spark Infrastructure withdraws or indicates that is does not 
want to proceed with the Entitlement Offer;

	 (Insolvency) except as disclosed in the Investor Information Booklet, or as 
disclosed to ASX or to the Underwriters prior to the date of the Under-
writing Agreement, any of the Stapled Entities, the Manager or a material 
member of Spark Infrastructure is or becomes insolvent or there is an 
act or omission or circumstances arise which may result in any of them 
becoming insolvent; 

	 (Material adverse change) there is a material adverse change, or an 
event occurs which is likely to give rise to a material adverse change in 
the business, assets, liabilities, financial position or performance, results, 
operations or prospects of any Stapled Entity or Spark Infrastructure 
except where:

	 • the change or event or consequences of that change or event were fully 
and fairly disclosed to the Underwriters in the report of the due diligence 
committee for the Entitlement Offer; or

	 • the change or event is disclosed in the Investor Information Booklet; or

	 • the change or event has otherwise been disclosed to the ASX prior to 
the date of the Underwriting Agreement;

	 (Finance Documents) except as disclosed in the Investor Information 
Booklet, or as disclosed to ASX or to the Underwriters prior to the date of 
the Underwriting Agreement:

	 any Stapled Entity or any member of Spark Infrastructure breaches, or de-
faults under, any provision, undertaking, covenant or ratio of any financial 
accommodation provided to them by any bank or financial institution or 
any related documentation to which that entity is a party; or

	 an event of default or event which gives a lender or financier the right to 
accelerate or require repayment of the debt or financing, or other similar 
material event occurs under or in respect to any such financial accomoda-
tion or related documentation;

	 (Takeovers Panel application) any application is made to the Takeovers 
Panel seeking a declaration of unacceptable circumstances in relation to 
the Entitlement Offer;

	 (Takeovers Panel declaration) the Takeovers Panel makes a declaration of 
unacceptable circumstances or order in relation to the Entitlement Offer;

	 (Change of control) except for the proposed Restructure, a scheme of ar-
rangement or reconstruction is announced by Spark Infrastructure, or another 
offer to Securityholders is announced by another person, which, if implement-
ed, may result in a person and their associates acquiring a beneficial interest 
in, or voting power of, 50% or more of the interests in Spark Infrastructure;

	 (New circumstance) a materially adverse new circumstance arises that 
would require Spark Infrastructure to give ASX a notice under sections 
708AA(12) and 1012DAA(12) of the Corporations Act (as notionally in-
serted by ASIC Class Order 08/35);	

	 Part 2 termination events:

	 (Change in law) there is introduced into the Parliament of the Common-
wealth of Australia or any State or Territory of Australia a law or any new 
regulation is made under any law, or a government agency adopts a policy, 
or there is any official announcement on behalf of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of Australia or any State or Territory of Australia or a gov-
ernment agency that such a law or regulation will be introduced or policy 
adopted (as the case may be), in each case other than a new law, regulation 
or policy which has been announced before the date of this agreement (and 
which is introduced, made or adopted in the form that it was announced);

	 (Hostilities) hostilities not existing at the date of this agreement commence 
(whether war has been declared or not) or a major escalation in existing 
hostilities occurs (whether war has been declared or not) involving any 
one or more of Australia, New Zealand, the United States of America, any 
member state of the European Union, Japan, or a national emergency is 
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13.2  Entitlement Offer material contracts continued

declared by any of those countries, or a significant terrorist act is perpe-
trated anywhere in the world;

	 (ASX waivers and ASIC relief) ASX withdraws, revokes or amends any 
waiver of the Listing Rules which is necessary to enable Spark Infrastruc-
ture to make the Entitlement Offer and implement the Restructure or ASIC 
withdraws, revokes or amends any ASIC relief;

	 (Change in management) a change in the senior management of Spark 
Infrastructure or the Boards or, except as disclosed in the Investor Informa-
tion Booklet, an amendment or variation to, or termination of the Man-
agement Agreements between the Manager and each Stapled Entity is 
announced or occurs; 

	 (market or trading disruption) there is:

	 a suspension or limitation in a material respect in trading in securities generally 
on ASX, the New York Stock Exchange or the London Stock Exchange;

	 a general moratorium on, or a material disruption in, commercial banking 
or securities settlement or clearance services in Australia, Japan, Hong 
Kong, the United Kingdom, Germany or the United States of America; or

	 an adverse change in, or disruption to, the existing financial markets, 
or political or economic conditions of Australia, Japan, Hong Kong, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, the United States of America or the interna-
tional financial markets or any change in national or international political, 
financial or economic conditions.

Limit on the Underwriter’s	 The number of New Securities that an Underwriter can acquire under
ability to take up New Securuties 	 the Underwriting Agreement is restricted so that an Underwriter may not 

contravene section 606 of the Corporations Act at any time. While this 
may limit the number of New Securities for which an Underwriter may 
subscribe, the Underwriters are obliged to underwrite the full amount of 
the cash proceeds of the Entitlement Offer.

Deferred settlement obligations	 An Underwriter has some discretion to defer its settlement obligations 
under the Underwriting Agreement until a later date, being no later than  
2 weeks after the settlement date for the Institutional Entitlement Offer and 
up to 4 weeks after the settlement date for the Retail Entitlement Offer 
(each, an Extended Settlement Date). By the relevant Extended Settle-
ment Date the Underwriter must pay Spark Infrastructure the full amount 
of its proportion of the proceeds of the Institutional Entitlement Offer or 
the Retail Entitlement Offer (as applicable) however the Underwriter may 
choose to further defer the take up of New Securities by up to six months 
after the relevant extended settlement date. This deferred settlement 
mechanism is intended to assist the Underwriters to subscribe for shortfall 
New Securities, while complying with section 606 of the Corporations Act 
as described above.

13.3	R estructure material contracts

Spark Infrastructure proposes to implement the Restructure following completion of the Entitlement Offer. 

Restructure Implementation Deed
Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, Spark International and Spark RE as responsible entity of Spark Trust have 
entered into a Restructure Implementation Deed to give effect to the Restructure. A summary of the key terms are 
set out below:

Parties Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, Spark International and Spark RE as responsible 
entity of Spark Trust

Purpose The purpose of the Restructure Implementation Deed is to document the agreement 
between the parties to implement the Restructure so that:

Spark RE repays $795 million of the principal outstanding on the Loan Notes in •	
exchange for the issue of additional Units; and
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Spark Trust becomes the sole listed parent entity of Spark Infrastructure (with Units •	
and Loan Notes stapled together) and Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and 
Spark International come to be directly wholly owned by Spark Trust.

Conditions precedent The Schemes and the obligations of the parties to implement the Restructure are 
conditional on the satisfaction or waiver of a number of conditions precedent. For a 
summary of the applicable conditions precedent, please refer to Section 7.8.

Obligations to 
implement the 
Restructure

Each of Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, Spark International and Spark RE as re-
sponsible entity of Spark Trust must use their respective best endeavours to give effect 
to the Restructure and satisfaction of the conditions precedent (subject to compliance 
with their respective obligations, functions, powers and duties under the Restructure 
Implementation Deed, their respective constitutions, at law and under the Listing Rules 
and ASX Settlement Operating Rules). This includes:

Applying for Court orders to convene the Scheme Meetings;•	
Convening meetings for the purposes of obtaining all Restructure Resolutions;•	
Taking all reasonable steps so that ASIC and ASX do not object to the Notices of •	
Meetings and Explanatory Memorandum and accompanying materials in connection 
with the Restructure, and that these documents are despatched to Securityholders; 

Lodging the constitutional amendments with the relevant regulators in Australia and •	
the Bahamas (if required); 

Applying for Court orders to approve the Schemes;•	
Lodging a copy of the Court orders with ASIC;•	
Taking all reasonable steps applicable to each party to meet any requirement of •	
the Corporations Act, ASIC, ASX and the Court, relating directly or indirectly to the 
Restructure; and

Performing each Stapled Entity’s obligations as described in Section 7.•	

Winding up alternative 
to Bahamas redemp-
tion

If before the record date for the Restructure it appears that conditions precedent 
relating to Spark International will not be satisfied or waived the Spark International 
constitution amendments will not become effective to permit the implementation of the 
redemption of the Spark International ordinary shares on or within a reasonable time 
after the implementation date, the directors of Spark International must unstaple the 
Spark International ordinary shares (and related CDIs) and will resolve to wind it up. 

Termination rights The parties may terminate the deed by mutual agreement at any time prior to the Court 
approving the Schemes. This includes if a change of control proposal emerges which is 
superior to the Restructure or a development arises which has or is reasonably likely to 
have a materially adverse effect on Spark Infrastructure or the Securityholders or mean 
that the Restructure is no longer in the best interests of Securityholders (see  
Section 7.8). In addition, if the Schemes are not implemented by 31 December 2010, 
any party may terminate this deed by notice to the other parties.

13.4	CHESS  - participation of new Units and Loan Notes in CHESS

The new Units and Loan Notes as part of the Securities on issue after the Restructure will participate from the date 
of commencement of quotation in CHESS operated by ASX Settlement and Transfer Corporation Pty Ltd.  
They must be held in uncertificated form (i.e. no security certificate will be issued) on the CHESS subregister under 
sponsorship of a sponsoring participant (usually a broker) or on the issuer-sponsored subregister.

Arrangements can be made at any subsequent time to convert your holding from the issuer-sponsored subregister 
to the CHESS subregister under sponsorship of a sponsoring participant or vice versa by contacting your  
sponsoring participant.

13.5	A dditional Information in relation to the Entitlement Offer

Availability of Investor Information Booklet 
Securityholders with registered addresses in the Eligible Jurisdictions can obtain a copy of this Investor Information 
Booklet during the Entitlement Offer Period from Spark Infrastructure’s or by calling the Spark Infrastructure Secu-
rityholder Information Line on 1300 608 629 (within Australia) and +61 3 9415 4068 (outside Australia) at any time 
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13.5  Additional Information in relation to the Entitlement Offer continued

from 8.30am to 5:00pm (Sydney time) Monday to Friday during the Entitlement Offer Period. 

Eligible Retail Securityholders with registered addresses in the Eligible Jurisdictions will be sent a copy of this Inves-
tor Information Booklet and their Entitlement and Acceptance Form. You should ensure that you read this Investor 
Information Booklet and the Entitlement and Acceptance Form in their entirety, and if accessing them electronically 
that you download this Investor Information Booklet in its entirety (including any annexures to this Investor Informa-
tion Booklet).

The electronic version of this Investor Information Booklet on Spark Infrastructure’s website will not include a per-
sonalised Entitlement and Acceptance Form. 

You will only be entitled to accept the Entitlement Offer by completing your personalised Entitlement and Accept-
ance Form which accompanies this Investor Information Booklet, or by making a payment of Application Monies 
via BPay® (refer to Section 5 for further information). Please carefully read the instructions on the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form. 

Securityholders in other jurisdictions are not entitled to access the electronic version of this Investor Information 
Booklet on Spark Infrastructure’s website. 

Continuous disclosure
Each Stapled Entity is a “disclosing entity” under the Corporations Act and is subject to regular reporting and 
disclosure obligations under the Corporations Act and the Listing Rules, including the preparation of annual reports 
and half yearly reports.

Each Stapled Entity is required to notify the ASX of information about specific events and matters as they arise for 
the purposes of the ASX making that information available to the stock markets conducted by the ASX. In particu-
lar, each Stapled Entity has an obligation under the Listing Rules (subject to certain exceptions) to notify the ASX 
immediately of any information of which it is or becomes aware of which a reasonable person would expect to have 
a material effect on the price or value of its securities. That information is available to the public from the ASX.

Some documents are required to be lodged with ASIC in relation to each Stapled Entity. These documents may be 
obtained from, or inspected at, an ASIC office.

Not investment advice
The information provided in this Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying Entitlement and Acceptance 
Form, is not financial product advice and has been prepared without taking into account your investment objec-
tives, financial circumstances or particular needs. The information contained in this Investor Information Booklet 
and the accompanying Entitlement and Acceptance Form should not be considered to be comprehensive or to 
comprise all the information which a Securityholder may require in order to determine whether or not to subscribe 
for New Securities. If you have any questions you should consult your professional adviser before deciding whether 
or not to invest. 

No authorisation
No person is authorised to give any information or make any representation in connection with the Entitlement 
Offer, which is not contained in this Investor Information Booklet. Any information or representation not contained 
in this Investor Information Booklet may not be relied on as having been authorised by Spark Infrastructure in con-
nection with the Entitlement Offer.

13.6	ASX  waivers and confirmations

In order to conduct the Entitlement Offer, Spark Infrastructure has certain in principle waivers and confirmations 
from the Listing Rules. The ASX has granted Spark Infrastructure in principle certain waivers from Listing Rules 
3.20.2, 7.1, 7.40 and 10.11 subject to a number of conditions including that:

All Securityholders are offered their pro-rata share of the Entitlement Offer unless Listing Rule 7.7.1 would permit •	
the Securityholder to be excluded from the Entitlement Offer;

New Securities are offered under the Institutional Entitlement Offer and Retail Entitlement Offer at the same Offer •	
Price and same ratio; and

Related parties do not participate beyond their pro-rata share other than under bona fide underwriting arrange-•	
ments that are disclosed in this Investor Information Booklet and the terms of the underwriting agreements are 
included in the offer documents to be sent to all Securityholders.
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Any further ASX waivers and confirmations required in relation to the Restructure will be set out in the Notices of Meeting 
and Explanatory Memorandum expected to be despatched to Securityholders in late October or early November 2010.

For the purposes of determining those entitled to receive Entitlements ASX has confirmed that Spark Infrastructure 
may ignore transactions occurring after the announcement of the trading halt in Securities (other than registra-
tions of transactions which were effected through ITS (Integrated Trading System) before the announcement of the 
trading halt) (post ex-date transactions). Transactions ignored under this provision are to be ignored in determining 
holders and registered holders, and holdings and registered holdings, of Existing Securities as at the Record Date, 
and references to such holders, registered holders, holdings and registered holdings are to be read accordingly. 
Therefore, if you have acquired Securities in a post ex-date transaction you will not be entitled to receive an Entitle-
ment in respect of those Securities. 

13.7	ASIC  relief

In order to allow Spark Infrastructure to conduct the Entitlement Offer, Spark has received in principle reliefs from 
ASIC in relation to the following sections of the Corporations Act:

Sections 601FC(1)(d) and 601GAA(3)(g), as notionally inserted by ASIC Class Order 05/26, to allow the •	
Entitlement Offer to fall within the requirements of that Class Order; 
Section 1017E, to permit Spark Infrastructure to use a single bank account for application money received for •	
New Securities; and
Section 1019A, to exempt the Entitlement Offer from the cooling-off requirements imposed by that subsection.•	

The required ASIC modifications and exemptions in relation to the Restructure will be set out in the Notices of 
Meeting and Explanatory Memorandum that is expected to be despatched to Securityholders in late October or 
early November 2010.

13.8	I nterests of Spark Infrastructure directors in Securities

The directors of Spark Infrastructure intend to vote the Securities they own or control in favour of all of the Restruc-
ture Resolutions, except where they are not permitted to cast a vote (under the voting exclusions which will be 
contained in the Explanatory Memorandum).

Director Number of Spark Infrastructure Securities held as at 3 September 2010

Mr Stephen Johns (Chairman) 355,000

Ms Cheryl Bart 125,000

Mr Dominic Chan –

Mr John Dorrian 136,428

Mr Andrew Fay –

Mr Andrew Hunter –

Ms Anne McDonald –

Mr Don Morley 230,000

Dr Keith Turner –

13.9	P rivacy

As a Securityholder, Spark Infrastructure and the Registry have already collected certain personal information from 
you. If you apply for New Securities, Spark Infrastructure and the Registry may update that personal information or 
collect additional personal information. Such information may be used to assess your acceptance of New Securi-
ties, service your needs as a Securityholder, provide facilities and services that you request and carry out appropri-
ate administration. 

To do that, Spark Infrastructure and the Registry may disclose your personal information for purposes related to 
your securityholding to their agents, contractors or third party service providers to whom they outsource services, 
including to Spark Infrastructure Trust Management and Spark Infrastructure Corporation in order to assess your 
application for New Securities, the Registry for ongoing administration of the register, printers and mailing houses 
for the purposes of preparation and distribution of Securityholder information and for handling of mail, or as other-
wise authorised under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth).
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If you do not provide us with your personal information we may not be able to process your application. In most 
cases you can gain access to your personal information held by (or on behalf of) Spark Infrastructure or the Reg-
istry. We aim to ensure that the personal information we retain about you is accurate, complete and up to date. To 
assist us with this, please contact us if any of the details you have provided change. If you have concerns about 
the completeness or accuracy of the information we have about you, we will take steps to correct it. You can 
request access to your personal information by telephoning or writing to Spark Infrastructure through the Registry 
as follows:

Computershare Investor Services Pty Limited 
Level 4,  
60 Carrington Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Postal address: 
GPO Box 7045 
Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone (within Australia): 1300 608 629 
(outside Australia): +61 3 9415 4068

13.10	O ther material information

Except as disclosed in this Investor Information Booklet, none of the directors of Spark Infrastructure or any related 
body corporate is aware of any other information that is:

Material to the making of a decision by an investor whether to apply for Entitlement Offer securities; and•	

Known to Spark Infrastructure; and•	

Not previously disclosed to Securityholders.•	

13.11	G overning law

This Investor Information Booklet, the Entitlement Offer and the contracts formed on acceptance of the Entitlement 
and Acceptance Forms are governed by the law applicable in New South Wales, Australia. 

Each Securityholder who applies for New Securities submits to the jurisdiction of the courts of New South 
Wales, Australia.

13.9  privacy continued
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Term Definition

$ or A$ or dollars Australian dollars

ABN Australian Business Number

AER Australian Energy Regulator

AMI Advanced Metering Infrastructure

Application An application to subscribe for New Securities under the Entitlement Offer

Application Monies Monies received from applicants in respect of their Applications

ARSN Australian Registered Scheme Number

Asset Companies Spark Infrastructure’s operating businesses, CHEDHA and ETSA Utilities

Asset Company Agreements The agreements entitled “CHEDHA Holdings Shareholders Agreement”, “ETSA 
Utilities Partner Share Dealing Agreement”, “ETSA Utilities Partnership Amend-
ment Agreement” and “OPCo Shareholders Amendment Agreement” which 
govern the relationship of Spark Infrastructure, CKI and Hongkong Electric 
Holdings Limited in relation to the ownership and operation of the Asset Com-
panies

ASIC Australian Securities and Investments Commission

ASX ASX Limited (ABN 98 008 624 691) or the financial market operated by that 
entity known as the Australian Securities Exchange

ATO Australian Taxation Office 

Boards The boards of directors of each Stapled Entity

CaMS Construction and Maintenance Services

CDI CHESS Depositary Interest

CGT Capital Gains Tax 

CHEDHA CHEDHA Holdings Pty Limited (ABN 37 116 940 820)

CitiPower CitiPower Pty Limited servicing Melbourne’s inner suburbs and central business 
district

CKI Cheung Kong Infrastructure Holdings Limited

Constitution Amendment 
Resolutions

The resolutions described in Section 7.11(D) to be put to Securityholders at 
Extraordinary General Meetings of each Stapled Entity.

Corporations Act Corporations Act 2001 (Cth)

CP 134 ASIC consultation paper (CP 134) which outlines suggested disclosures that 
should be made in relation to infrastructure entities

Deferral and Defer A deferral of interest payable to Securityholders under the Loan Notes

DRP Spark Infrastructure’s distribution reinvestment plan

EBITDA Earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortisation

Eligible Institutional 
Securityholder

Has the meaning given in Section 4.2 

Eligible Jurisdictions Australia and New Zealand

Eligible Retail Securityholder Has the meaning given in Section 4.3

Eligible Securityholder A person who is an Eligible Institutional Securityholder or an Eligible Retail Secu-
rityholder

Section 14
Glossary
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Term Definition

Independent Expert’s Report The report prepared by the Independent Expert as described in Section 1.1, 
and annexed at Annexure A

Enterprise Value Market capitalisation plus net debt of Spark Infrastructure, calculated either 
standalone (excluding Spark Infrastructure’s proportionate share of the Asset 
Companies’ net debt) or look-through (including Spark Infrastructure’s propor-
tionate share of the Asset Companies’ net debt)

Entitlement The entitlement to 2 New Securities for every 7 Existing Securities held on the 
Record Date by Eligible Securityholders

Entitlement and Acceptance 
Form

The Entitlement and Acceptance Form accompanying this Investor Information 
Booklet upon which an Application can be made

Entitlement Offer The Retail Entitlement Offer and Institutional Entitlement Offer

Entitlement Offer Period The period commencing on the opening date of the Entitlement Offer, as speci-
fied in the “Entitlement Offer Timetable” section of this Investor Information 
Booklet, and ending on the Final Retail Acceptance Date

ETSA Utilities ETSA Utilities based in South Australia

Existing Security A Security on issue on or before the Record Date

Explanatory Memorandum The notices of meeting and explanatory memorandum (including any 
supplement to it or replacement of it) to be prepared by Spark Infrastructure and 
despatched to Securityholders which contains:

•  the Restructure Resolutions; and	

•  the information regarding the Restructure required by the Corporations Act, 
the Listing Rules and the applicable policies of ASIC and ASX.

Extraordinary General Meeting Means the meetings convened by the Stapled Entities to consider the 
Constitutional Amendment Resolutions

EV Enterprise Value

EV / EBITDA Enterprise Value (look-through) divided by Spark Infrastructure’s proportionate 
share of the Asset Companies’ earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and 
amortization

EV / RAB Enterprise Value (look-through) divided by Spark Infrastructure’s proportionate 
share of the Asset Companies’ Regulatory Asset Bases. Note Enterprise Value 
is adjusted by the proportion of regulated revenues as to total revenues

Final Allotment The allotment of New Securities under the Entitlement Offer not already allotted 
under Initial Allotment

Final Allotment Date The date of the Final Allotment, being 29 October 2010

Final Retail Acceptance Date The last date for Eligible Retail Securityholders to lodge an Application to be  
allotted New Securities under the Entitlement Offer, being 5pm Sydney time  
21 October 2010

Financial Information Pro forma Historical Financial Information and Earnings and Distribution Guid-
ance

GST Australian Goods and Services Tax (currently 10%)

Guidance Period The period for which distribution guidance has been provided in this Investor 
Information Booklet 

HKE Hongkong Electric Holdings Limited

IBC The independent board commitees of Spark Infrastructure 

Independent Directors The independent directors of Spark Infrastructure, as detailed in Section 2.3
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Term Definition

Independent Expert Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited, the independent expert who advised 
the IBC in relation to the proposed Repositioning and Strategic Review

Ineligible Overseas 
Securityholder

Has the meaning set out in Section 7.9(b)

Ineligible Securityholder Means a Securityholder that:

•  is not an Eligible Retail Securityholder; 	

•  is not an Eligible Institutional Securityholder, or	

the Underwriters and Spark Infrastructure agree will be an Ineligible 
Securityholder for the purposes of the Entitlement Offer

Initial Allotment The allotment of New Securities issued under the Institutional Entitlement Offer 
or under the Entitlement Offer for which valid Applications have been received 
by the Initial Retail Acceptance Date

Initial Allotment Date The date of the Initial Allotment, being 30 September 2010

Initial Retail Acceptance Date The last date for Eligible Retail Securityholders to lodge an Application to be 
allotted New Securities at the same time as allotment to Eligible Institutional 
Securityholders under the Institutional Entitlement Offer, being 5pm Sydney time 
6 October 2010

Institutional Entitlement Offer The offer of New Securities to Eligible Institutional Securityholders under the 
Entitlement Offer

Institutional Investor A person:

In Australia, to whom an offer of shares in a company may be made in •	
Australia without a disclosure document (as defined in the Corporations Act) 
on the basis that such a person is a sophisticated or professional investor (as 
defined in the Corporations Act);

In Australia, to whom an offer of interests in a managed investment scheme •	
may be made in Australia without a disclosure document (as defined in the 
Corporations Act) on the basis that such a person is a wholesale client (as 
defined in section 761G of the Corporations Act); or 

In selected jurisdictions outside Australia, to whom an offer of New Securities •	
may be made without registration, lodgment of a formal disclosure document 
or other formal filing in accordance with the laws of that foreign jurisdiction 
(except to the extent to which Spark Infrastructure is willing to comply with 
such requirements), 

in each case that is not in the United States and is not, and is not acting for 
the account or benefit of a US Person, unless such person is both a QIB and a 
QP that is participating in the US private placement portion of the Institutional 
Entitlement Offer pursuant to the offering documentation distributed by Spark 
Infrastructure

Institutional Securityholder A Securityholder on the Record Date who is an Institutional Investor

Internalisation Internalisation of the external management function of Spark Infrastructure

Investigating Accountant Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu

Investment Company Act The US Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended

Investor Information Booklet This booklet dated 22 September 2010, including the Investor Presentation and 
the ASX Announcement

IPO Initial public offering

IPO Document The prospectus and PDS dated 18 November 2005 for Spark Infrastructure’s 
IPO

Joint Lead Managers Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch



Spark infrastructure information booklet96

Term Definition

Listing Rules The official listing rules of ASX, as amended or replaced from time to time 
except to the extent of any waiver granted by ASX

Loan Note The loan notes forming part of  Spark Infrastructure’s Securities which are 
issued by Spark RE in its capacity as responsible entity of Spark Trust,

Loan Note Trust Deed Deed executed by Spark RE and the Note Trustee setting out the terms of issue 
of the Loan Notes

Look-through Gearing (Spark Infrastructure net debt plus Spark Infrastructure’s proportionate share of 
the Asset Companies’ net debt) divided by (book value of Spark Infrastructure 
equity including Loan Notes plus Spark Infrastructure net debt plus Spark 
Infrastructure’s proportionate share of the Asset Companies’ net debt)

Manager Spark Infrastructure Management Limited (ABN 84 114 940 304) 

Management Agreement Agreement between the Manager and the Stapled Entities dated on or about 9 
November 2005

New Securities Securities in Spark Infrastructure to be issued under the Entitlement Offer

Note Scheme A Corporations Act scheme of arrangement to give effect to the partial 
repayment of principal on the Loan Notes

Note Scheme Resolution A meeting of holders of the Loan Notes for the purposes of considering the 
Note Scheme

Note Scheme Meeting The resolution to be passed by holders of Loan Notes to approve the Note Scheme

Note Trustee Australian Executors Trustee Limited (ABN 84 007 869 794)

Offer Price The offer price under the Entitlement Offer, being $1.00 per New Security

Powercor Powercor Australia Limited based in Victoria, servicing western Victoria 
(including the western suburbs of Melbourne)

Prior Disclosure The IPO Document and other periodic and continuous disclosure 
announcements lodged with the ASX by Spark Infrastructure

Pro-forma Historical Balance 
Sheet

Pro-forma historical balance sheet for Spark Infrastructure as at 30 June 2010 
(together the Pro-forma Historical Financial Information) as provided in this 
Investor Information Booklet

Pro-forma Historical Cash 
Flow Statements

Pro-forma historical cash flow statements for Spark Infrastructure for the 
financial year ended 31 December 2009 and financial half year ended 30 June 
2010 as provided in this Investor Information Booklet

Pro-forma Historical Financial 
Information

The Pro-forma Historical Balance Sheet, Pro-forma Cash Flow Statements and 
Pro-forma Historical Income Statements

Pro-forma Historical Income 
Statements

Pro-forma historical income statements for Spark Infrastructure for the financial 
year ended 31 December 2009 and financial half year ended 30 June 2010 
(extracted from the Historical Statement of Comprehensive Income for the 
financial year ended 31 December 2009 and financial half year ended 30 June 
2010) as provided in this Investor Information Booklet

QIB Qualified Institutional Buyers (as defined in Rule 144A under the Securities Act)

QP Qualified Purchaser as defined in the Section 2 (a) (51) of the Investment 
Company Act

RAB Regulatory Asset Base. For ETSA Utilities, CitiPower and Powercor, the RAB is 
published on the AER website

Record Date 7:00pm (Sydney time) on 27 September 2010

Registry Computershare Investor Services Pty Limited (ABN 48 078 279 277)

Repositioning The proposed Entitlement Offer and Restructure
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Term Definition

Restructure The proposed restructure and simplification of Spark Infrastructure’s ownership 
and security structure as described in Section 7 of this Investor Information 
Booklet and summarised in Section 1

Restructure Implementation 
Deed

The deed between Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2, Spark International and 
Spark RE as responsible entity for Spark Trust under which the parties agree to 
undertake the Restructure

Restructure Resolutions The Spark Holdings 1 - Member Scheme Resolution, the Spark Holdings 2 - 
Member Scheme Resolution, the Note Scheme Resolution and the Constitution 
Amendment Resolutions

Retail Entitlement Offer The offer of New Securities to Eligible Retail Securityholders under the 
Entitlement Offer

RREEF RREEF Infrastructure, the infrastructure investment arm of Deutsche Asset 
Management, the asset management business of the Deutsche Bank Group

Sale Agent The sale agent to be appointed by Spark Infrastructure to arrange for the sale of 
Securities in respect of Ineligible Overseas Securityholders

Schemes The Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme, the Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme 
and the Note Scheme

Securities Act The US Securities Act of 1933, as amended

Security A share in the beneficial ownership in Spark Infrastructure, currently listed on the 
ASX as a five stapled security with ticker SKI:AX

Securityholder The beneficial owner of a security in Spark Infrastructure. 

For the avoidance of doubt, a Securityholder as at the Record Date for the 
Entitlement Offer may sell his or her interest in Spark Infrastructure following the 
Entitlement Offer but prior to the record date for the Restructure, and would 
therefore not be a Securityholder for the purposes of the Restructure and would 
not be entitled to vote on the Restructure Resolutions nor would he or she be 
entitled to any Units issued pursuant to the Restructure

Senior Debt Refer to Section 8.1

Senior Debt Lock-up In relation to Spark Infrastructure, the occurence of an event of default or 
potential event of default

Spark Holdings 1 Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 1 Limited (ABN 14 116 940 786)

Spark Holdings 1 Member 
Scheme

A Corporations Act scheme of arrangement in relation to the exchange of 
shares in Spark Holdings 1 for Units as part of the Restructure

Spark Holdings 1 Member 
Scheme Meeting

A meeting of shareholders of Spark Holdings 1 for the purposes of considering 
the Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme

Spark Holdings 1 Member 
Scheme Resolution	

The resolution to be passed by Spark Holdings 1 shareholders to approve the 
Spark Holdings 1 Member Scheme

Spark Holdings 2 Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 2 Limited (ABN 16 116 940 795)

Spark Holdings 2 Member 
Scheme

A Corporations Act scheme of arrangement in relation to the exchange of 
shares in Spark Holdings 2 for Units as part of the Restructure

Spark Holdings 2 Member 
Scheme Meeting

A meeting of shareholders of Spark Holdings 2 for the purposes of considering 
the Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme

Spark Holdings 2 Member 
Scheme Resolution

The resolution to be passed by Spark Holdings 2 shareholders to approve the 
Spark Holdings 2 Member Scheme

Spark International Spark Infrastructure Holdings International Limited (ARBN 117 034 492)

Spark Infrastructure The Stapled Entities and any subsidiary of a Stapled Entity
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Spark RE Spark Infrastructure RE Limited (ABN 36 114 940 984) the responsible entity of 
Spark Trust

Spark Trust Spark Infrastructure Trust (ARSN 116 870 725)

Standalone Gearing (Spark Infrastructure gross debt) divided by (book  value of Spark Infrastructure 
equity including Loan Notes plus Spark Infrastructure gross debt)

Stapled Entity Each of Spark Infrastructure Trust (through Spark RE), Spark Holdings 1, Spark 
Holdings 2 and Spark International

Strategic Review The strategic review announced on 26 February 2010 by Spark Infrastructure 
whereby the Boards considered Spark Infrastructure’s capital structure, 
ownership structure and future funding needs. The Strategic Review followed 
measures undertaken by the Boards in 2009, including a reduction in 
distributions and activation of a dividend reinvestment

TERP Theoretical ex-rights price

TOFA Taxation of Financial Arrangements 

Underwriters Deutsche Bank AG, Sydney Branch and UBS AG, Australia Branch

Underwriting Agreement The Underwriting Agreement between Spark Infrastructure and the 
Underwriters, as described in Section 13.2

Unit A unit in Spark Trust

US Person A person so defined in Regulation S under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as 
amended
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards legislation 

 
 

 
 
The Independent Directors 
Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.1 Limited 
Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.2 Limited 
Spark Infrastructure Holdings International Limited 
Speak Infrastructure RE Limited 
as responsible entity of Spark Infrastructure Trust 
Level 6 
255 George Street 
Sydney  NSW  2000 
 
 
22 September 2010 
 
Subject: Proposed restructure of stapled securities 
 
 
Dear Independent Directors 

Introduction 
1 On 26 February 2010 Spark Infrastructure Group (Spark Infrastructure) announced that it 

would undertake a Strategic Review to consider its capital structure, ownership structure and 
future funding needs. 

2 Specifically, the operating companies Powercor Australia, CitiPower and ETSA Utilities (the 
Asset Companies) in which Spark Infrastructure has invested, have indicated a desire to retain 
a greater proportion of cash from operations to fund future growth capital expenditure1

3 Arising from the Strategic Review, on 22 September 2010 Spark Infrastructure announced: 

.  This 
may limit the cash available for distribution by the Asset Companies and therefore may affect 
the level of cash distributions Spark Infrastructure is able to pay to its securityholders. 

(a) a 2 for 7 Entitlement Offer of new stapled securities to raise approximately $295 million 
at a price of $1.00 per security (the Entitlement Offer); and 

  

                                                 
1  Following recent regulatory decisions the operating companies have approved and proposed capital expenditure 

programs over the five year period to FY15 aggregating around $3.5 billion. 
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(b) a proposal to simplify the existing stapled security structure (the Restructure), 
involving: 

(i) a partial repayment of the principal amount outstanding on the loan notes issued 
by the Spark Infrastructure Trust (SIT) by $0.60 per security, with the amount 
repaid to be applied to the issue of additional units in SIT2.  As a result the loan 
notes will have a face value of $0.65 per loan note and will pay a correspondingly 
lower interest entitlement per security3

(ii) the simplification of the existing Spark Infrastructure Australian Securities 
Exchange (ASX) listed security from 5 stapled securities with 4 issuers to an ASX 
listed dual stapled security with SIT as the sole listed issuer. 
 

; and 

4 Resolutions to effect the Restructure are to be put to Spark Infrastructure securityholders in a 
series of inter-dependent general meetings and scheme meetings for securityholder approval.  
With the exception of the Spark Infrastructure Holdings International Limited (SIHI) 
resolution, the resolutions at these meetings are inter-conditional.  It should be noted that the 
Entitlement Offer will be completed prior to these securityholder meetings and is not 
conditional on the Restructure4

Scope 

. 

5 There is no requirement under the Corporations Act (Cth) 2001 (Corporations Act) for an 
Independent Expert’s Report (IER) to be obtained in relation to the Restructure.  However, 
Spark Infrastructure’s independent directors have requested Lonergan Edwards & Associates 
Limited (LEA) to provide an IER setting out whether, in our opinion, the Restructure is in the 
best interests of Spark Infrastructure securityholders and the reasons for that opinion. 

6 This report has been prepared by LEA for the benefit of Spark Infrastructure securityholders 
to assist them in considering the resolutions to approve the Restructure.  Our report will 
accompany the Explanatory Memorandum for the Restructure and Investor Information 
Booklet for the Entitlement Offer to be sent to Spark Infrastructure securityholders.  The sole 
purpose of our report is to determine whether, in our opinion, the Restructure is in the best 
interests of Spark Infrastructure securityholders5

7 The ultimate decision whether to approve the Restructure should be based on each Spark 
Infrastructure securityholder’s assessment of their own circumstances.  If in doubt about the 
action they should take in relation to the Restructure or matters dealt with in this report, 
securityholders should seek independent professional advice. 

. 

  

                                                 
2  Effectively, that portion of the loan note principal repaid will be converted from debt to equity in SIT. 
3  The interest rate on the loan notes (which was due to reset on 30 November 2010 if Spark Infrastructure elected to 

do so) will be left unchanged at 10.85% per annum for the next 5 years. 
4  While the Entitlement Offer is not conditional on the Restructure, the Restructure is conditional on the Entitlement 

Offer (being one of the condition precedents under the Restructure Implementation Deed). 
5    It should be noted that the Entitlement Offer does not form part of the Restructure. 
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Summary of opinion 
8 For the reasons set out in this report, in our opinion, the Restructure is in the best interests of 

Spark Infrastructure securityholders (taken as a whole) because the advantages outweigh the 
disadvantages.  We have formed this view principally because if the Restructure is 
implemented: 

(a) there will be a more appropriate alignment between Spark Infrastructure’s distribution 
profile (and inherent loan note interest obligations) and its share of the underlying cash 
flows expected to be distributed to Spark Infrastructure by the Asset Companies 

(b) Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure will be simplified, which 
is likely to facilitate the ability to raise capital (if required) and may improve investment 
demand for Spark Infrastructure stapled securities as a result of creating a simplified 
and more transparent ownership structure that may have greater appeal to a broader 
range of investors 

(c) the risk that Spark Infrastructure is required to defer interest in respect of the loan notes 
in future periods (and the consequential risk of adverse commercial, financial and tax 
impacts for securityholders) is significantly reduced 

(d) Spark Infrastructure’s financial reporting will be easier for investors to understand.   

Basis of assessment  
9 In preparing our report we have given due consideration to the Regulatory Guides issued by 

Australian Securities & Investments Commission (ASIC) including, in particular, Regulatory 
Guide 111 – Content of expert reports (RG 111) and Regulatory Guide 112 – Independence of 
Experts (RG 112). 

10 There is no legal definition of the expression “in the best interests”.  However, RG 111 
indicates that a proposal may be “in the best interests of members” if the advantages of the 
proposal for securityholders outweigh the disadvantages. 

11 In LEA’s opinion, the most appropriate basis upon which to evaluate the Restructure is 
therefore to assess its overall impact on the securityholders of Spark Infrastructure and to 
form a judgement as to whether the expected benefits to Spark Infrastructure securityholders 
outweigh the disadvantages and risks that might result.  

12 Consequently we have considered: 

(a) the impact of the Restructure on the funding flexibility of Spark Infrastructure, 
including its ability to retain cash flow to fund its share of the proposed future growth 
capital expenditure programs of the Asset Companies (and the implications for Spark 
Infrastructure in this regard if the Restructure is not approved) 

(b) the impact the Restructure is likely to have on the level of Spark Infrastructure 
distributions (per security)  

(c) the impact the Restructure is likely to have on the composition of those distributions, 
including differences between the level of cash distributions received by securityholders 
and the level of taxable income attributable to securityholders 
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(d) whether there are any adverse upfront tax consequences for Spark Infrastructure 
securityholders as a result of the Restructure (depending on whether the investor holds 
Spark Infrastructure securities on income or capital account or as a non-resident) 

(e) the advantages associated with having a simpler structure, including: 

(i) more easily understandable financial statements for investors 

(ii) potential to broaden the investor base due to simplification 

(f) the impact (if any) the Restructure will have on: 

(i) earnings per security 

(ii) net assets and net tangible assets per security 

(iii) management fees payable 

(g) the impact of the Restructure on the ownership interests of Spark Infrastructure 

(h) the level of one-off transaction costs incurred 

(i) other advantages and disadvantages. 
 

The Restructure 

Existing structure 
13 Spark Infrastructure is a stapled security listed on the ASX which comprises the following 

four entities:  

(a) Spark Infrastructure Trust, a registered management investment scheme (SIT) 

(b) Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.1 Limited (SIH 1) 

(c) Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.2 Limited (SIH 2) 

(d) Spark Infrastructure Holdings International Limited (SIHI). 
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14 A summary of the corporate and investment structure of Spark Infrastructure is set out below: 

Spark Infrastructure – corporate and ownership structure 
 

 
Source:  Spark Infrastructure 
 

 
15 SIH 1 and SIH 2 hold (indirectly) 49% interests in CHEDHA Holdings and ETSA Utilities 

respectively.  CHEDHA Holdings holds a 100% interest in CitiPower and Powercor 
Australia.  SIH 2 holds its interest in ETSA Utilities via a partnership.  SIHI is a Bahamas 
incorporated company which is intended to hold non-Australian investments in the future, but 
is currently dormant and has no assets.  

16 Each stapled security in Spark Infrastructure comprises one unit in SIT, one loan note issued 
by the responsible entity as trustee of SIT, an ordinary share in each of SIH 1 and SIH 2 and 
one CDI over one share in SIHI.  These securities are stapled together and are unable to be 
separately traded, transferred or sold. 

17 The original monies invested by securityholders on the initial public offering (IPO) of Spark 
Infrastructure in 2005 comprised mainly subscriptions for loan notes issued by SIT6.  Interest 
on the loan notes comprises the main component of annual distributions to Spark 
Infrastructure securityholders7

18 The monies raised on the IPO were on-lent by SIT within the existing Spark Infrastructure 
structure and provide funding for the operations of the Asset Companies.  Additional funding 
has been obtained from: 

. 

(a) external debt facilities drawn down to $425 million (provided to a wholly owned 
subsidiary of SIH 1), which were recently re-financed 

                                                 
6  The loan note component comprised $1.25 of the total of $1.80 subscribed per stapled security. 
7  A summary of distributions to date is set out in Appendix C. 
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(b) a distribution re-investment plan (DRP), which to date has only been activated for 
September 2009 at which time capital of $28.3 million was raised. 
 

Loan notes 
19 The loan notes forming part of the stapled securities are unsecured notes for the purposes of 

section 283BH of the Corporations Act.  They are subordinated to all secured and unsecured 
creditors of SIT for all amounts, including the senior debt raised by Spark Infrastructure and 
the management fees payable.  The loan notes are a debt product with a 100 year non-
amortising term, which will be required to be redeemed at maturity. 

20 Interest on the principal outstanding on the loan notes accrues daily and is cumulative.  Under 
the terms of the loan note deed, the interest rate payable is: 

(a) for the period to 30 November 2010 (the first reset date), 10.85% per annum; and 

(b) in the event that Spark Infrastructure decides to reset at 30 November 20108

(i) the rate based on average swap reference rates at the relevant time as quoted on 
Reuters; and 

, a market 
based rate calculated as the lower of: 

(ii) the rate based on the average bid rate for Australian bank bills of exchange at the 
relevant time as quoted on Reuters 

plus a credit margin of 4.00% per annum.  
 

21 Interest is calculated on the face value of the loan notes.  The face value is currently $1.25 per 
loan note, and will be reduced if the loan notes are repaid in part in accordance with the note 
trust deed. 

22 Based on the existing stapled securities on issue (prior to the Entitlement Offer) the annual 
interest expense on the loan notes is $138 million, calculated as follows: 

   
   
Number of stapled securities on issue  1.03 billion 
Face value of loan note debt(1)  $1.29 billion 
Current interest rate (to November 2010)  10.85% p.a. 
Annual loan note interest(2)  $138 million 
   
Note: 
1 Based on face value of $1.25 per loan note. 
2 Equivalent to 13.56 cents per security.   
   

 
23 Interest is generally payable semi-annually in arrears, on 15 March in respect of the 6 month 

period ending on 31 December in the previous calendar year, and 15 September in respect of 
the six month period ending on 30 June earlier that calendar year.  

                                                 
8  Associated with the announcement of the Entitlement Offer and the Restructure, Spark Infrastructure has determined 

not to reset the interest rate on the loan notes at 30 November 2010. 
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24 The ability to pay interest on the loan notes depends on a range of factors, including the 
availability of distributed cash flow from the Asset Companies.  The responsible entity may 
defer payment of interest on the loan notes at any time, subject to certain requirements under 
the loan note trust deed.  In the event that interest on the loan notes is deferred, the liability 
will be carried forward until such time as Spark Infrastructure decides to pay the deferred 
interest.   

25 The loan notes are repayable on redemption or on the winding up of SIT.  The responsible 
entity has the right to repay in part some of the principal amount of all (but not some) of the 
loan notes.  If a loan note is repaid in part, the face value will be reduced by an amount equal 
to the amount of principal repaid. 

26 The responsible entity may use the reset process provided for in the note trust deed to change, 
from the relevant reset date:  

(a) the interest rate, provided it may not be set lower than the applicable base rate (see 
paragraph 20 (b) above) 

(b) the method of calculating the interest rate 

(c) the timing of interest payment dates 

(d) the timing of the next reset date. 
 

Proposed structure 
27 As stated earlier, the Restructure involves: 

(a) a partial repayment of the principal amount outstanding on the loan notes issued by the 
SIT by $0.60 per security, with the amount repaid to be applied to the issue of 
additional units in SIT9.  As a result the loan notes will have a face value of $0.65 per 
loan note and will pay a correspondingly lower interest entitlement per security10

(b) the simplification of the existing Spark Infrastructure ASX listed security from 5 stapled 
securities with 4 issuers to an ASX listed dual stapled security with SIT as the sole 
listed issuer. 

; and 

28 The key steps proposed by Spark Infrastructure to effect the Restructure are as follows: 

(a) the Spark Infrastructure group temporarily destaples its securities 

(b) the shares in SIHI are redeemed and the related CDI’s cancelled11

(c) the principal of the loan notes is partially repaid with the amount applied to additional 
units in SIT 

.  Simultaneously 
SIHI issues new shares to SIT 

(d) SIT acquires all the shares in SIH 1 and SIH 2 for additional units in SIT. 
 

                                                 
9  Effectively, that portion of the loan note principal repaid will be converted from debt to equity in SIT. 
10  The interest rate on the loan notes (which was due to reset on 30 November 2010 if Spark Infrastructure elected to 

do so) will be left unchanged at 10.85% per annum for the next 5 years. 
11  If the redemption of SIHI does not proceed, as an alternative SIHI will be wound up. 
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29 The additional units in SIT issued to securityholders in consideration for both the acquisition 
of their respective shares in SIH1 and SIH2 and the partial repayment of principal on the loan 
notes will be subject to a unit consolidation, such that Spark Infrastructure securityholders 
will hold the same number of units in SIT as the number of stapled securities held prior to that 
time. 

30 On conclusion of the above Spark Infrastructure will restaple the SIT loan notes and units.  
Subsequent to the Restructure, Spark Infrastructure securityholders will therefore hold a 
stapled security which consists of SIT loan notes and SIT units. 

31 A summary of the corporate and investment structure of Spark Infrastructure subsequent to 
the Restructure is set out below: 

Spark Infrastructure – proposed corporate and ownership structure 
 

 
Source:  Spark Infrastructure 
 

 
32 In connection with the Restructure it should also be noted that: 

(a) a condition precedent of the Restructure includes completion of the 2 for 7 Entitlement 
Offer of new stapled securities to raise approximately $295 million12

(b) the Restructure does not involve a change in control of Spark Infrastructure  

 

(c) Spark Infrastructure will remain externally managed (based on the terms of the existing 
management agreement) 

  
                                                 
12  The Entitlement Offer is expected to be completed prior to the securityholder meetings and is not conditional on the 

Restructure. 
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(d) the Restructure will not have any impact on: 

(i) the proportional interest of eligible securityholders in the assets of Spark 
Infrastructure (or the underlying value thereof) post completion of the Entitlement 
Offer 

(ii) the number of stapled securities held by eligible securityholders 

(iii) existing ownership interests13 (post completion of the Entitlement Offer)14

Taxation 

. 
 

33 Spark Infrastructure has obtained independent tax advice in relation to the Restructure and is 
seeking a Class Ruling from the ATO to confirm certain tax matters relating to the 
Restructure for Spark Infrastructure securityholders. 

34 In summary the key tax considerations from the perspective of Spark Infrastructure 
securityholders are: 

(a) rollover relief should be available (subject to certain conditions) such that any capital 
gain/loss in respect of the restructure should be disregarded15

(b) the Restructure should not change the taxation treatment of distributions from SIT to 
securityholders (as compared to the current structure) 

 

(c) the repayment of loan note principal by SIT should not be taxable to securityholders 

(d) securityholders tax cost base for Spark Infrastructure stapled securities will not be 
affected by the Restructure 

(e) cash distributions received by securityholders should match their taxable loan note 
interest income in any given period (refer below). 
 

Implications of not approving the Restructure 
35 As stated above, the Asset Companies have indicated a desire to retain a greater proportion of 

the cash generated from operations to fund future growth capital expenditure.  In particular: 

(a) the final regulatory decision by the Australian Energy Regulator (AER) regarding 
ETSA’s electricity distribution business for the period from 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2015 
approved a capital expenditure program on ETSA’s network of $1.768 billion16

  

 over 
five years.  This is more than double that spent by ETSA over the 2005-2010 regulatory 
period 

                                                 
13  Certain overseas securityholders will have their complete holdings of stapled securities sold (refer paragraph 54). 
14  It should be noted that Spark Infrastructure securityholders who do not take up their full entitlements to new 

securities in the Entitlement Offer will have their ownership interest in Spark Infrastructure diluted relative to their 
securityholding prior to the Entitlement Offer. 

15   It is therefore of paramount importance that Australian resident securityholders who hold their Spark interest on 
capital account elect rollover relief in their tax return. 

16  In nominal dollar terms. 
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(b) the draft regulatory decision17 by AER regarding CitiPower and Powercor’s electricity 
distribution businesses for the period 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2015 approved a 
capital expenditure program of $1.765 billion18 over five years.  In contrast, total capital 
expenditure19

36 To assist in meeting these growth capital expenditure funding requirements the Asset 
Companies wish to retain a greater share of operating cash flow.  Accordingly, Spark 
Infrastructure is likely to have to reduce distributions to security holders.  As noted above, 
interest on the loan notes has comprised the main component of annual distributions.  
Relevantly, the terms of the loan notes state that in the event that any interest on the loan 
notes is deferred, Spark Infrastructure remains liable to pay the interest and it is carried 
forward until such time as it is paid. 

 was approximately $1.3 billion over the five years to 30 June 2010. 
 

37 Given the size of the interest obligation on the loan notes (currently around $138 million per 
annum20

38 Reflecting the accounting treatment adopted, the cumulative impact of a deferral of loan note 
interest over the regulatory period is likely to give rise to a significant liability on the Spark 
Infrastructure balance sheet, which the group will not have the underlying cash flow 
generation ability to discharge.  The reporting of such a financial position is likely to be 
perceived negatively by the market and could negatively impact on the ability of Spark 
Infrastructure to refinance its debt obligations (including the cost thereof) and to raise new 
capital. 

) and the projected free cash flow (after capital expenditure and external debt 
repayments) expected to be distributed by the Asset Companies, Spark Infrastructure 
management have indicated that, absent the Restructure, there is a heightened risk that some 
deferral of loan note interest may need to occur in the regulatory period to FY15. 

39 In contrast, under the Restructure the annual interest obligation under the loan notes will be 
reduced and will reflect a more commercial alignment with the underlying cash flows 
expected to be distributed by the Asset Companies. 

40 The Restructure as regards the loan note component of the stapled securities effectively 
reflects a capital structure which is: 

(a) appropriate for the recently approved regulatory period to FY15 

(b) consistent with a capital structure likely to have been adopted had an IPO of Spark 
Infrastructure been planned / proposed in 2010. 
 

  

                                                 
17  AER’s final regulatory decision is expected by 30 October 2010. 
18  In nominal dollar terms. 
19  Net of asset realisations. 
20  Paragraph 22 of our report. 
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Ability to raise additional capital 
41 We note that Spark Infrastructure’s current stapled security structure (whereby the majority of 

capital monies raised represents loan notes issued by SIT) gives rise to an increase in the loan 
note principal (and therefore the loan note interest obligation) whenever Spark Infrastructure 
raises additional capital from securityholders21

42 Given that Spark Infrastructure has identified future growth capital funding requirements of 
the Asset Companies and anticipates a mismatch between its loan note interest obligations to 
securityholders and the cash flows expected to be available from the Asset Companies in 
future periods, this is not a desirable situation. 

.   

43 However, if the Restructure is approved, Spark Infrastructure  securityholders will hold SIT 
loan notes with a reduced face value and a reduced interest entitlement. Accordingly, the 
inherent disadvantage associated with an increase in loan note principal (and attaching loan 
note interest obligation) on the occasion of capital raisings by Spark Infrastructure will 
diminish. 

44 In addition, as noted above the current face value of the loan note component of the stapled 
securities is $1.25 per security.  Prima facie therefore, the ability of Spark Infrastructure to 
raise new capital in the absence of the Restructure is implicitly constrained where the ASX 
listed market price of Spark Infrastructure securities is below $1.25 per security (as is 
currently the case)22 .  We note in the last six months the VWAP of Spark Infrastructure 
securities has been below $1.25 per security, as follows: 

  

 

VWAP  
$ per 

security 
3 months to 25 August 2010(1) 1.18 
6 months to 25 August 2010(1) 1.20 
  
Note: 
1 Effective 26 August 2010 Spark Infrastructure securities traded ex the entitlement to the interim 

distribution of 6.72 cents per security for FY10. 
  

 
45 In contrast, a reduction in the face value of the loan notes to $0.65 per note significantly 

increases the capital raising flexibility of the group. 

46 Further, in our opinion, a more simplified structure (such as the one proposed) is likely to 
make it easier for Spark Infrastructure to raise additional capital.  In this regard we note that a 
number of entities which had stapled security structures have recently restructured, resulting 
in securityholders now only holding securities in one entity (e.g. Macquarie Media Group, 
Asciano Group and Viridis Clean Energy). 

                                                 
21  For example this inherent disadvantage will arise in relation to the Entitlement Offer. 
22  An issue of Spark Infrastructure stapled securities at a price below $1.25 per security would effectively represent the 

issue of loan notes at a discount to face value.  However, Spark Infrastructure would remain liable for interest on the 
face value of the loan notes issued. 
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Taxation implications 
47 As noted above, in the absence of the Restructure, Spark Infrastructure management have 

indicated that there is a heightened risk that some deferral of loan note interest may need to 
occur in the regulatory period to FY15.  Those investors in Spark Infrastructure who are 
required to lodge tax returns on an accrual basis may therefore have to declare taxable income 
from Spark Infrastructure in excess of the cash distribution received.  Such an outcome is 
clearly undesirable for Spark Infrastructure securityholders. 

48 In contrast, if the Restructure is implemented the loan note principal (and hence Spark 
Infrastructure’s loan note interest obligation) will reduce and the repaid amount will be 
converted into a higher equity contribution on units (the distribution on which will be 
discretionary depending on available free cash flow and other factors, subject to the extent of 
any mandatory trust income distributions).  The size of this loan note principal reduction has 
been determined by Spark Infrastructure management and their advisers at a level which they 
expect will enable Spark Infrastructure to pay future interest obligations in cash23

49 Accordingly, if the Restructure is implemented, the situation where certain investors may 
have to pay tax on income not received is unlikely to occur. 

.   

Other advantages 
50 The Restructure has a number of other benefits, including: 

(a) the creation of a more flexible group structure for the purpose of achieving stated 
business objectives, including improving the ability to raise further capital if required 

(b) the potential for improved investment demand for Spark Infrastructure securities as a 
result of creating a simplified and more transparent ownership structure that may have 
greater appeal to a broader range of investors 

(c) simplified financial reporting, compliance and regulatory obligations for Spark 
Infrastructure, which should allow for some head office cost savings to be achieved due 
to reduced administrative complexity. 
 

Disadvantages 
51 As noted above, a significant part of Spark Infrastructure’s capital structure has been 

contributed in the form of loan notes.  Deductions for interest on the loan notes have been 
claimed by Spark Infrastructure.  Management consider that the restructure should not impact 
on Spark Infrastructure’s tax treatment of the loan notes.  However, the quantum of interest 
deductions on the loan notes will reduce significantly as a consequence of the restructure.  
Accordingly, it is expected that Spark Infrastructure will begin paying tax on its income 
earlier than it would if the restructure did not proceed. We note however that due to the 
existence of significant available tax losses Spark Infrastructure does not expect to pay tax in 
the short to medium term. 

  

                                                 
23  Distributions to securityholders above this level can be paid on units as future cash flows allow. 
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52 At present Spark Infrastructure has no foreign controlled investments.  However, post the 
Restructure, an acquisition of a foreign controlled entity could cause all Spark Infrastructure 
entities to be subject to the thin capitalisation rules.  If the level of debt funding of the Spark 
Infrastructure entities is in excess of the prescribed limits, this may result in the denial of 
interest deductions for those entities.  This may result in those entities paying tax on their 
income earlier than they would if the Restructure did not proceed. 

53 The ATO has issued a draft determination on the specific taxation provision dealing with the 
application of the public trading trust rules to trusts that become the holding entity of a 
formerly stapled group.  If the ATO does not change its published position on the 
interpretation of that provision and there is no legislative amendment to clarify its application, 
there is a risk that further acquisitions by Spark Infrastructure could result in the ATO seeking 
to tax SIT as a public trading trust.  We understand that in the event that SIT may become 
taxable as a public trading trust due to new investments, Spark Infrastructure will assess the 
implications to determine a course of action that is in the best interests of securityholders. 

54 Due to overseas securities regulations some overseas Spark Infrastructure securityholders will 
have their complete holding of securities sold through a nominee sale process.  Based on the 
latest composition of the Spark Infrastructure securityholder register less than 1% of 
securityholders will be affected. 

55 We note that whilst future distributions to securityholders are likely to be lower than 
distributions to date, this situation is likely to arise irrespective of whether the Restructure is 
implemented.  As stated in the Investor Information Booklet, Spark Infrastructure intends to 
pay distributions fully supported by operating cash flows (at both the Spark Infrastructure 
level and on a look-through proportionate basis) after allowing for the cost of maintaining the 
Asset Companies’ electricity networks and taking into account future capital expenditure 
requirements. 

Transaction costs 
 
56 The Responsible Entity of Spark Infrastructure has estimated that one-off costs of 

approximately $10 million will be incurred in connection with the Entitlement Offer and the 
Restructure.  The large majority of these costs are underwriting fees associated with the 
Entitlement Offer, but also include the cost associated with convening the relevant 
securityholder meetings, seeking the consent of the Court, adviser fees and financial, legal, 
accounting and other costs.   

57 By the date of the securityholder meetings to consider and vote on the Restructure it is 
estimated that the significant majority of these costs will have been incurred.  Accordingly, 
only a small proportion of total costs will be saved if the Restructure is not approved. 
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Conclusion 
58 Given the above analysis we consider the Restructure is in the best interests of Spark 

Infrastructure securityholders (taken as a whole) because the advantages outweigh the 
disadvantages.  We have formed this view principally because if the Restructure is 
implemented: 

(a) there will be a more appropriate alignment between Spark Infrastructure’s distribution 
profile (and inherent loan note interest obligations) and its share of the underlying cash 
flows expected to be distributed to Spark Infrastructure by the Asset Companies 

(b) Spark Infrastructure’s ownership and stapled security structure will be simplified, which 
is likely to facilitate the ability to raise capital (if required) and may improve investment 
demand for Spark Infrastructure stapled securities as a result of creating a simplified 
and more transparent ownership structure that may have greater appeal to a broader 
range of investors 

(c) the risk that Spark Infrastructure is required to defer interest in respect of the loan notes 
in future periods (and the consequential risk of adverse commercial, financial and tax 
impacts for securityholders) is significantly reduced 

(d) Spark Infrastructure’s financial reporting will be easier for investors to understand.   
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Edwards Martin Holt 
Authorised Representative Authorised Representative
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Financial Services Guide 

Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited 
1 Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited (ABN 53 095 445 560) (LEA) is a specialist 

valuation firm which provides valuation advice, valuation reports and independent expert’s 
reports (IER) in relation to takeovers and mergers, commercial litigation, tax and stamp duty 
matters, assessments of economic loss, commercial and regulatory disputes. 

2 LEA holds Australian Financial Services Licence No. 246532. 

Financial Services Guide 
3 The Corporations Act 2001 authorises LEA to provide this Financial Services Guide (FSG) in 

connection with its preparation of an IER to accompany the Explanatory Memorandum  to be 
sent to Spark Infrastructure securityholders in connection with the Restructure. 

4 This FSG is designed to assist retail clients in their use of any general financial product advice 
contained in the IER.  This FSG contains information about LEA generally, the financial 
services we are licensed to provide, the remuneration we may receive in connection with the 
preparation of the IER, and if complaints against us ever arise how they will be dealt with. 

Financial services we are licensed to provide 
5 Our Australian Financial Services Licence allows us to provide a broad range of services to 

retail and wholesale clients, including providing financial product advice in relation to various 
financial products such as securities, derivatives, interests in managed investment schemes, 
superannuation products, debentures, stocks and bonds. 

General financial product advice 
6 The IER contains only general financial product advice.  It was prepared without taking into 

account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs. 

7 You should consider your own objectives, financial situation and needs when assessing the 
suitability of the IER to your situation.  You may wish to obtain personal financial product 
advice from the holder of an Australian Financial Services Licence to assist you in this 
assessment. 

Fees, commissions and other benefits we may receive 
8 LEA charges fees to produce reports, including this IER.  These fees are negotiated and 

agreed with the entity who engages LEA to provide a report.  Fees are charged on an hourly 
basis or as a fixed amount depending on the terms of the agreement with the entity who 
engages us.  In the preparation of this IER, LEA is entitled to receive a fee estimated at 
$60,000 plus GST.   

9 Neither LEA nor its directors and officers receives any commissions or other benefits, except 
for the fees for services referred to above. 
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10 All of our employees receive a salary.  Our employees are eligible for bonuses based on 
overall performance and the firm’s profitability, and do not receive any commissions or other 
benefits arising directly from services provided to our clients.  The remuneration paid to our 
directors reflects their individual contribution to the company and covers all aspects of 
performance.  Our directors do not receive any commissions or other benefits arising directly 
from services provided to our clients. 

11 We do not pay commissions or provide other benefits to other parties for referring prospective 
clients to us. 

Complaints 
12 If you have a complaint, please raise it with us first, using the contact details listed below.  

We will endeavour to satisfactorily resolve your complaint in a timely manner.  

13 If we are not able to resolve your complaint to your satisfaction within 45 days of your 
written notification, you are entitled to have your matter referred to the Financial Ombudsman 
Services Limited (FOS), an external complaints resolution service.  You will not be charged 
for using the FOS service. 

Contact details 
14 LEA can be contacted by sending a letter to the following address: 

Level 27 
363 George Street 
Sydney  NSW  2000 
(or GPO Box 1640, Sydney  NSW  2001) 
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Qualifications, declarations and consents 

Qualifications 
1 LEA is a licensed investment adviser under the Corporations Act.  LEA’s authorised 

representatives have extensive experience in the field of corporate finance, particularly in 
relation to the valuation of shares and businesses and have prepared more than 100 
independent expert’s reports to shareholders. 

2 This report was prepared by Mr Edwards and Mr Holt, who are each authorised 
representatives of LEA.  Mr Edwards and Mr Holt have over 16 years and 25 years 
experience respectively in the provision of valuation advice.  

Declarations 
3 This report has been prepared at the request of the independent directors of Spark 

Infrastructure to accompany the Explanatory Memorandum to be sent to Spark Infrastructure 
securityholders.  It is not intended that this report should serve any purpose other than as an 
expression of our opinion as to whether or not the Restructure is in the best interests of Spark 
Infrastructure securityholders . 

Interests 
4 At the date of this report, neither LEA, Mr Edwards nor Mr Holt have any interest in the 

outcome of the Restructure.  With the exception of the fee shown in Appendix A, LEA will 
not receive any other benefits, either directly or indirectly, for or in connection with the 
preparation of this report. 

5 LEA has had no prior business or professional relationship with Spark Infrastructure prior to 
the preparation of this report. 

Indemnification 
6 As a condition of LEA’s agreement to prepare this report, Spark Infrastructure agrees to 

indemnify LEA in relation to any claim arising from or in connection with its reliance on 
information or documentation provided by or on behalf of Spark Infrastructure  which is false 
or misleading or omits material particulars or arising from any failure to supply relevant 
documents or information. 

Consents 
7 LEA consents to the inclusion of this report in the form and context in which it is included in 

the Spark Infrastructure Explanatory Memorandum and Spark Infrastructure Investor 
Information Booklet. 
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Glossary 
  
Term Meaning 
AER Australian Energy Regulator  
ASIC Australian Securities & Investments Commission  
Asset Companies Powercor Australia, CitiPower and ETSA Utilities  
ASX Australian Securities Exchange 
Corporations Act Corporations Act (Cth) 2001  
DRP Distribution re-investment plan  
Entitlement Offer Entitlement Offer of new stapled securities to raise approximately 

$295 million at a price of $1.00 per security  
FOS Financial Ombudsman Services Limited 
FSG Financial Services Guide  
FY Financial year 
IER Independent expert’s report 
IPO Initial public offering 
LEA Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited 
Restructure Proposed restructure and simplification of Spark Infrastructure’s 

ownership and security structure as described in section 7 of Spark 
Infrastructure’s Investor Information Booklet and summarised in 
section 1 of the Spark Infrastructure Investor Information Booklet 

RG 111 Regulatory Guide 111 – Content of expert reports  
RG 112 Regulatory Guide 112 – Independence of Experts  
SIH 1 Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.1 Limited  
SIH 2 Spark Infrastructure Holdings No.2 Limited  
SIHI Spark Infrastructure Holdings International Limited  
SIT Spark Infrastructure Trust  
Spark Infrastructure Spark Infrastructure Group  
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121selling restrictions

a)	Ne w Zealand
The New Securities are not offered to the public in New Zealand other than to existing holders of Securities in New 
Zealand and persons in New Zealand in whose favour rights to subscribe for the New Securities have, in accord-
ance with their terms, been renounced, in reliance on the Securities Act (Overseas Companies) Exemption Notice 
2002. No offer is made to, or capable of being accepted by, any other person in New Zealand. If you are unsure 
whether this offer is made to, or is capable of acceptance by, you, you should seek independent legal advice. 

No investment statement or prospectus under New Zealand law has been or will be prepared in respect of this of-
fer. This document is not an investment statement or prospectus under New Zealand law, and does not contain the 
information that an investment statement or prospectus under New Zealand law is required to contain. 

(b)	Ho ng Kong
Any New Security acquired under this Investor Information Booklet must not be offered for sale to the public in 
Hong Kong within six months of allotment. 

This document is not a prospectus within the meaning of the Companies Ordinance (Cap 32) (“CO”) nor is it an adver-
tisement, invitation or document subject to section 103(1) of the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap 571) (“SFO”).

None of the New Securities, this Investor Information Booklet or its the contents have been authorised by the Hong 
Kong Securities and Futures Commission and no invitation, advertisement or other document, whether in Hong 
Kong or elsewhere, has been or will be issued, which is directed at, or the contents of which are likely to be ac-
cessed or read by the public in Hong Kong within the meaning of the SFO.

This document will be given to designated recipients only and may not be provided, assigned or transferred, to any 
other person. The contents of this Investor Information Booklet have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority 
in Hong Kong. You are advised to exercise caution in relation to the Entitlement Offer. If you are in any doubt about 
any of the contents of this Investor Information Booklet, you should obtain independent professional advice.

(c)	 Singapore
This document has not been registered as a prospectus with the Monetary Authority of Singapore. This document 
and any other document or material in connection with the offer or sale, or invitation for subscription or purchase of 
the New Securities may not be circulated or distributed, nor may the New Securities be offered or sold, or be made 
the subject of an invitation for subscription or purchase, whether directly or indirectly, to persons in Singapore ex-
cept to “institutional investors” (as defined in the Securities and Futures Act, Chapter 289 (the “SFA”)), or otherwise 
pursuant to, and in accordance with the conditions of, any other applicable provisions of the SFA.

This document has been given to you on the basis that you are an “institutional investor” (as defined under the 
SFA). In the event that you are not an institutional investor, please return this Investor Information Booklet immedi-
ately. You may not forward or circulate this Investor Information Booklet to any other person in Singapore.

Any offer is not made to you with a view to the New Securities being subsequently offered for sale to any other 
party. You are advised to acquaint yourself with the SFA provisions relating to on-sale restrictions in Singapore and 
comply accordingly. 

(d)	F rance
This document is not being distributed in the context of a public offering of financial securities (offre au public de 
titres financiers) in France within the meaning of Article L.411-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code (Code 
monétaire et financier) and Articles 211-1 et seq. of the General Regulation of the French Autorité des marchés 
financiers (“AMF”). The New Securities have not been offered or sold and will not be offered or sold, directly or 
indirectly, to the public in France.

This document and any other offering material relating to the New Securities have not been, and will not be, sub-
mitted to the AMF for approval in France and, accordingly, may not be distributed or caused to distributed, directly 
or indirectly, to the public in France.

Such offers, sales and distributions have been and shall only be made in France to (i) qualified investors (inves-
tisseurs qualifiés) acting for their own account, as defined in and in accordance with Articles L.411-2-II-2° and 
D.411-1 to D.411-3, D.734-1, D. 744-1, D.754-1 and D.764-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code and any 
implementing regulation and/or (ii) a restricted number of non-qualified investors (cercle restreint d’investisseurs) 
acting for their own account, as defined in and in accordance with Articles L.411-2-II-2° and D.411-4, D.734-1, 
D.744-1, D.754-1 and D.764-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code and any implementing regulation.

Pursuant to Article 211-3 of the General Regulation of the AMF, investors in France are informed that the New Se
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curities cannot be distributed (directly or indirectly) to the public by the investors otherwise than in accordance with 
Articles L.411-1, L.411-2, L.412-1 and L.621-8 to L.621-8-3 of the French Monetary and Financial Code. 

(e)	Ge rmany
No offer of the New Securities may be made in Germany except to Institutions (Institute) within the meaning of sec. 
1 (1b) of the German Banking Act (Kreditwesengesetz), private and public insurance companies, German Invest-
ment Companies (Kapitalanlagegesellschaften) and Investment Stock Corporations (Investmentaktiengesellschaf-
ten), non-German investment companies and asset management companies commissioned by them as well as 
pension funds and their asset management companies.

Neither this Investor Information Booklet nor any other document relating to the New Securities has been or will 
be submitted for approval nor will the New Securities be registered for public distribution with the German Federal 
Financial Services Supervisory Authority (Bundesanstalt für Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht) and, accordingly, no such 
document may be communicated to the public in Germany. Any offer or solicitation of New Securities in Germany 
must be in compliance with the German Investment Act (Investmentgesetz) and with other applicable laws.

The New Securities may not be distributed or offered in Germany by way of public distribution or offer within the 
meaning of applicable German laws. This document and any other document relating to the New Securities may 
not be distributed to the public in Germany or used in connection with any offer for subscription of the New Securi-
ties to the public in Germany or by any other means of public marketing.  

(f)	I reland
New Securities may not be offered or sold in Ireland by any person:

In any way which would constitute an offer for sale to the public within the meaning of section 9 of the Unit 1.	
Trusts Act, 1990, without the prior approval of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority; or

In any way which would require the publication of a prospectus under the Investment Funds, Companies and 2.	
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 2005, as amended, and any regulations adopted pursuant thereto; or

In Ireland except in all circumstances that will result in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations in Ireland.3.	

(g)	Ne therlands
The information in this Investor Information Booklet has been prepared on the basis that all offers of New Securities 
will be made pursuant to an exemption under the Directive 2003/71/EC (“Prospectus Directive”), as implemented in 
the Netherlands from the requirement to produce a prospectus for offers of securities. 

An offer to the public of New Securities has not been made, and may not be made, in the Netherlands except pur-
suant to one of the following exemptions under the Prospectus Directive as implemented in the Netherlands:

To legal entities that are authorised or regulated to operate in the financial markets or, if not so authorised or 1.	
regulated, whose corporate purpose is solely to invest in securities;

To any legal entity that has two or more of: (i) an average of at least 250 employees during its last fiscal year; (ii) 2.	
a total balance sheet of more than €43,000,000 and (iii) an annual net turnover of more than €50,000,000; 

To fewer than 100 natural or legal persons (other than qualified investors within the meaning of Article 2(1)(e) of the 3.	
Prospectus Directive) subject to obtaining the prior consent of Spark Infrastructure and any underwriter for any 
such offer; or

In any other circumstances falling within Article 3(2) of the Prospectus Directive, provided that no such offer of 4.	
New Securities shall result in a requirement for the publication by Spark Infrastructure of a prospectus pursuant 
to Article 3 of the Prospectus Directive.

(h)	No rway
This document has not been approved by, or registered with, any Norwegian securities regulator pursuant to the 
Norwegian Securities Trading Act of 29 June 2007. Accordingly, this Investor Information Booklet shall not be deemed 
to constitute an offer to the public in Norway within the meaning of the Norwegian Securities Trading Act of 2007. 

The New Securities may not be offered or sold, directly or indirectly, in Norway except:

To “professional investors” (as defined in Norwegian Securities Regulation of 29 June 2007 no. 876);1.	

Any natural person who is registered as a professional investor with the Oslo Stock Exchange (No. Oslo Børs) 2.	
and who fulfils two or more of the following: (i) any natural person with an average execution of at least ten 
transactions in securities of significant volume per quarter for the last four quarters; (ii) any natural person with 
a portfolio of securities with a market value of at least €500,000; and (iii) any natural person who works, or has 
worked for at least one year, within the financial markets in a position which presuppose knowledge of investing 
in securities; 
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To fewer than 100 natural or legal persons (other than “professional investors”, as defined in clauses (1) and (2) 3.	
above); or

In any other circumstances provided that no such offer of New Securities shall result in a requirement for the 4.	
registration, or the publication by Spark or an underwriter, of a prospectus pursuant to the Norwegian Securities 
Trading Act of 29 June 2007.

(i)	 Switzerland
The New Securities may not be publicly offered in Switzerland and will not be listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange 
(“SIX”) or on any other stock exchange or regulated trading facility in Switzerland. This document has been pre-
pared without regard to the disclosure standards for issuance prospectuses under art. 652a or art. 1156 of the 
Swiss Code of Obligations or the disclosure standards for listing prospectuses under art. 27 ff. of the SIX Listing 
Rules or the listing rules of any other stock exchange or regulated trading facility in Switzerland. Neither this Inves-
tor Information Booklet nor any other offering material relating to the New Securities may be publicly distributed or 
otherwise made publicly available in Switzerland.

Neither this Investor Information Booklet nor any other offering material relating to the New Securities have been or 
will be filed with or approved by any Swiss regulatory authority. In particular, this Investor Information Booklet will 
not be filed with, and the offer of New Securities will not be supervised by, the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory 
Authority (FINMA), and the offer of New Securities has not been and will not be authorized under the Swiss Federal 
Act on Collective Investment Schemes (“CISA”). The investor protection afforded to acquirers of interests in collec-
tive investment schemes under the CISA does not extend to acquirers of New Securities.

This document is personal to the recipient only and not for general circulation in Switzerland.

(j)	U nited Kingdom
Neither the information in this Investor Information Booklet nor any other document relating to the offer has been 
delivered for approval to the Financial Services Authority in the United Kingdom and no prospectus (within the 
meaning of section 85 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, as amended (“FSMA”)) has been published 
or is intended to be published in respect of the New Securities. This document is issued on a confidential basis 
to “qualified investors” (within the meaning of section 86(7) of FSMA). This document should not be distributed, 
published or reproduced, in whole or in part, nor may its contents be disclosed by recipients to any other person in 
the United Kingdom.

Any invitation or inducement to engage in investment activity (within the meaning of s.21 ) received in connection 
with the issue or sale of the New Securities has only been communicated, and will only be communicated, in the 
United Kingdom in circumstances in which s.21(1) FSMA does not apply to Spark Infrastructure.

In the United Kingdom, this Investor Information Booklet is being distributed only to, and is directed at, persons (a) 
who have professional experience in matters relating to investments falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Serv-
ices and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotions) Order 2005 (“FPO”); (ii) who fall within the categories of persons 
referred to in Article 49(2)(a) to (d) (high net worth companies, unincorporated associations, etc.) of the FPO; or (iii) 
to whom it may otherwise be lawfully communicated (together “relevant persons”). The investments to which this 
Investor Information Booklet relates are available only to, and any invitation, offer or agreement to purchase will 
be engaged in only with, relevant persons. Any person who is not a relevant person should not act or rely on this 
Investor Information Booklet or any of its contents.   

(k)	U nited Arab Emirates 
Neither this Investor Information Booklet nor the New Securities have been approved, disapproved or passed on 
in any way by the Central Bank of the United Arab Emirates or any other governmental authority in the United Arab 
Emirates, nor has Spark Infrastructure received authorization or licensing from the Central Bank of the United Arab 
Emirates or any other governmental authority in the United Arab Emirates to market or sell the New Securities 
within the United Arab Emirates. This document does not constitute and may not be used for the purpose of an of-
fer or invitation. No services relating to the New Securities, including the receipt of applications and/or the allotment 
or redemption of such shares, may be rendered within the United Arab Emirates by Spark Infrastructure. 

No offer or invitation to subscribe for New Securities is valid or permitted in the Dubai International Financial Centre.

(l)	C anada (British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec provinces only)
This document constitutes an offering of New Securities only in the Provinces of British Columbia, Ontario and 
Quebec (the “Provinces”) and to those persons to whom they may be lawfully distributed in the Provinces, and only 
by persons permitted to sell such New Securities. This document is not, and under no circumstances is to be con-
strued as, an advertisement or a public offering of securities in the Provinces. This document may only be distrib-
uted in the Provinces to persons that are “accredited investors” within the meaning of NI 45-106 – Prospectus and 
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Registration Exemptions, of the Canadian Securities Administrators.

No securities commission or similar authority in the Provinces has reviewed or in any way passed upon this Investor 
Information Booklet, the merits of the New Securities or the offering of New Securities and any representation to 
the contrary is an offence. No prospectus has been, or will be, filed in the Provinces with respect to the offering 
of New Securities or the resale of such securities. Any person in the Provinces lawfully participating in the offer 
will not receive the information, legal rights or protections that would be afforded had a prospectus been filed and 
receipted by the securities regulator in the applicable Province. Furthermore, any resale of the New Securities in the 
Provinces must be made in accordance with applicable Canadian securities laws which may require resales to be 
made in accordance with exemptions from dealer registration and prospectus requirements. 

Spark Infrastructure, and the directors and officers of Spark Infrastructure, may be located outside Canada, and 
as a result, it may not be possible for Canadian purchasers to effect service of process within Canada upon Spark 
Infrastructure or its directors or officers. All or a substantial portion of the assets of Spark Infrastructure and such 
persons may be located outside Canada, and as a result, it may not be possible to satisfy a judgment against 
Spark Infrastructure or such persons in Canada or to enforce a judgment obtained in Canadian courts against 
Spark Infrastructure or such persons outside Canada.

Any financial information contained in this Investor Information Booklet has been prepared in accordance with Aus-
tralian Accounting Standards and also comply with International Financial Reporting Standards and interpretations 
issued by the International Accounting Standards Board. Unless stated otherwise, all dollar amounts contained in 
this Investor Information Booklet are in Australian dollars.

Statutory rights of action for damages or rescission 
Securities legislation in certain of the Provinces may provide purchasers with, in addition to any other rights they 
may have at law, rights of rescission or to damages, or both, when an offering memorandum that is delivered to 
purchasers contains a misrepresentation. These rights and remedies must be exercised within prescribed time 
limits and are subject to the defenses contained in applicable securities legislation. Prospective purchasers should 
refer to the applicable provisions of the securities legislation of their respective Province for the particulars of these 
rights or consult with a legal adviser.

The following is a summary of the statutory rights of rescission or to damages, or both, available to purchasers in 
Ontario. In Ontario, every purchaser of the New Securities purchased pursuant to this Investor Information Book-
let (other than (a) a “Canadian financial institution” or a “Schedule III bank” (each as defined in NI 45-106), (b) the 
Business Development Bank of Canada or (c) a subsidiary of any person referred to in (a) or (b) above, if the person 
owns all the voting securities of the subsidiary, except the voting securities required by law to be owned by the 
directors of that subsidiary) shall have a statutory right of action for damages and/or rescission against Spark Infra-
structure if this Investor Information Booklet or any amendment thereto contains a misrepresentation. If a purchaser 
elects to exercise the right of action for rescission, the purchaser will have no right of action for damages against 
Spark Infrastructure. This right of action for rescission or damages is in addition to and without derogation from any 
other right the purchaser may have at law. In particular, Section 130.1 of the Securities Act (Ontario) provides that, 
if this Investor Information Booklet contains a misrepresentation, a purchaser who purchases the New Securities 
during the period of distribution shall be deemed to have relied on the misrepresentation if it was a misrepresenta-
tion at the time of purchase and has a right of action for damages or, alternatively, may elect to exercise a right of 
rescission against Spark Infrastructure, provided that (a) Spark Infrastructure will not be liable if it proves that the 
purchaser purchased the New Securities with knowledge of the misrepresentation; (b) in an action for damages, 
Spark Infrastructure is not liable for all or any portion of the damages that Spark Infrastructure proves does not 
represent the depreciation in value of the New Securities as a result of the misrepresentation relied upon; and (c) in 
no case shall the amount recoverable exceed the price at which the New Securities were offered.

Section 138 of the Securities Act (Ontario) provides that no action shall be commenced to enforce these rights 
more than (a) in the case of any action for rescission, 180 days after the date of the transaction that gave rise to the 
cause of action or (b) in the case of any action, other than an action for rescission, the earlier of (i) 180 days after 
the purchaser first had knowledge of the fact giving rise to the cause of action or (ii) three years after the date of 
the transaction that gave rise to the cause of action. These rights are in addition to and not in derogation from any 
other right the purchaser may have.

Certain Canadian income tax considerations. Prospective purchasers of the New Securities should consult their own 
tax adviser with respect to any taxes payable in connection with the acquisition, holding, or disposition of the New 
Securities as any discussion of taxation related maters in this Investor Information Booklet is not a comprehensive de-
scription and there are a number of substantive Canadian tax compliance requirements for investors in the Provinces. 
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Language of documents in Canada. Upon receipt of this Investor Information Booklet, each investor in Canada 
hereby confirms that it has expressly requested that all documents evidencing or relating in any way to the sale 
of the New Securities (including for greater certainty any purchase confirmation or any notice) be drawn up in the 
English language only. Par la réception de ce document, chaque investisseur canadien confirme par les présentes 
qu’il a expressément exigé que tous les documents faisant foi ou se rapportant de quelque manière que ce soit à la 
vente des valeurs mobilières décrites aux présentes (incluant, pour plus de certitude, toute confirmation d’achat ou 
tout avis) soient rédigés en anglais seulement. 

(m)	U nited States of America 
Neither the Entitlements nor New Securities offered in the Entitlement Offer have been, or will be, registered under 
the Securities Act or the securities laws of any state or other jurisdiction of the United States. In addition, none of 
the Stapled Entities have been, or will be, registered under the Investment Company Act. Accordingly, neither the 
Entitlements nor the New Securities may be offered or sold within the United States or to, or for the account or 
benefit of, U.S. Persons, except in each case to persons that are reasonably believed to be “qualified institutional 
buyers” (as defined in Rule 144A of the Securities Act) and also “qualified purchasers” (as defined in Section 2(a)
(51) of the Investment Company Act), in transactions exempt from, or not subject to, the registration requirements 
of the Securities Act and exempt from the registration requirements of the Investment Company Act pursuant to 
Section 3(c)(7) thereof. Outside the United States, the Entitlements and the New Securities may only be offered and 
sold to persons that are not U.S. Persons and are not acting for the account or benefit of U.S. Persons in “offshore 
transactions” (as defined in Regulation S) in compliance with Regulation S and the laws of the jurisdiction in which 
such securities are offered and sold.

selling restrictions
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Directory

Spark Infrastructure Group
Level 6, 255 George Street 
Sydney NSW 2000

Joint Lead Managers and Underwriters:
Deutsche Bank AG 
Sydney Branch 
Level 16, Deutsche Bank Place 
Corner of Hunter & Phillip Streets 
Sydney NSW 2000

UBS AG
Australia Branch 
Level 16, Chifley Tower 
2 Chifley Square 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Registry:
Computershare Investor Services Pty Limited
Level 4,  
60 Carrington Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Postal address: 
GPO Box 7045 
Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone (within Australia): 1300 608 629 
(outside Australia): +61 3 9415 4068

Email: webqueries@computershare.com.au



This Investor Information Booklet is issued by Spark 
Infrastructure Group. Spark Infrastructure Group 
comprises Spark Infrastructure Trust (ARSN 116 870 
725) (Spark Trust), Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 
1 Limited (ABN 14 116 940 786) (Spark Holdings 
1), Spark Infrastructure Holdings No. 2 Limited (ABN 
16 116 940 795) (Spark Holdings 2) and Spark 
Infrastructure Holdings International Limited (ARBN 
117 034 492) (Spark International) (collectively Spark 
Infrastructure and each a Stapled Entity). Spark 
Infrastructure RE Limited (ABN 36 114 940 984) (Spark 
RE) is the responsible entity of Spark Trust. Spark 
Infrastructure Management Limited (ABN 84 114 940 
304) (the Manager) is the manager of each of Spark 
Trust, Spark Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark 
International.

This Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form are important and 
require your immediate attention. You should read these 
documents carefully and in their entirety before deciding 
whether or not to participate in the Entitlement Offer. 

In particular, you should consider the risk factors 
outlined in Sections 1.4 and 12 of this Investor 
Information Booklet for further detail. You should also 
consider the tax implications outlined in Section 10 
of this Investor Information Booklet. The potential 
tax effects of the Entitlement Offer will vary between 
investors. All investors should satisfy themselves of 
any possible tax consequences by consulting their own 
professional tax adviser before deciding whether or not 
to participate in the Entitlement Offer.

This is not a prospectus or product disclosure 
statement

The Entitlement Offer complies with the requirements 
of sections 708AA and 1012DAA of the Corporations 
Act as notionally modified by ASIC Class Order 08/35 
and ASIC relief sought. Neither this Investor Information 
Booklet nor the accompanying Entitlement and 
Acceptance Form are required to be lodged or registered 
with ASIC and they are not a prospectus or product 
disclosure statement or other offering document that 
has been prepared to be lodged with a regulatory body 
under Australian law or under any other law. Accordingly, 
these documents do not contain all of the information 
which a prospective investor may require to make an 
investment decision. They do not, and are not required 
to, contain all of the information which would otherwise 
be required to be disclosed in a prospectus, product 
disclosure statement or other offering document. 

No cooling-off rights

Cooling-off rights do not apply to a subscription for New 
Securities under the Entitlement Offer. This means that 
you cannot withdraw your Application once it has been 
accepted.

Responsibility for information

This Investor Information Booklet has been prepared by 
Spark RE (as responsible entity of Spark Trust), Spark 
Holdings 1, Spark Holdings 2 and Spark International 
based on information available to them. The information 
in this Investor Information Booklet remains subject to 
change without notice. Spark Infrastructure reserves 
the right to withdraw or vary the timetable without 
notice. To the maximum extent permitted by law, 
Spark Infrastructure, the Joint Lead Managers and 
their respective affiliates, officers, employees, agents, 
advisers and intermediaries disclaim all liability that may 
otherwise arise due to any information contained in this 
Investor Information Booklet being inaccurate or due to 
information being omitted from this Investor Information 
Booklet, whether by way of negligence or otherwise 
and no representation or warranty, express or implied, 
is made as to the fairness, accuracy, completeness or 
correctness of any information, opinions and conclusions 
contained in this Investor Information Booklet.

The historical information in this Investor Information 
Booklet is, or is based upon, information that has been 
released to the market. It should be read in conjunction 
with Spark Infrastructure’s other periodic and continuous 
disclosure announcements including the Spark 
Infrastructure results for the half year ended 30 June 
2010 lodged with the ASX Limited (ASX) on 23 August 
2010 and announcements to the ASX.

A copy of this Investor Information Booklet will be lodged 
with the ASX. Neither the ASX nor any of its officers 
takes any responsibility for the contents of this Investor 
Information Booklet.

An investment in Spark Infrastructure is subject to 
investment risk including possible loss of income and 
principal invested. Please see the risk factors in Sections 
1.4 and 12 of this Investor Information Booklet for 
further details.

The pro-forma historical financial information provided 
in this Investor Information Booklet is for illustrative 
purposes only and is not represented as being indicative 
of Spark Infrastructure’s views on its future financial 
position and/or performance. Similarly, investors should 
note that past performance provides no guidance as to 
future performance of Spark Infrastructure Securities.

None of the Joint Lead Managers, nor any of their 
respective affiliates, officers, employees, agents, 
advisers and intermediaries, nor Spark Infrastructure’s 
advisers nor any other person named in this Investor 
Information Booklet other than Spark Infrastructure, have 
authorised or caused the issue, submission, despatch or 
provision of this Investor Information Booklet and, except 
as outlined below, none of them makes or purports to 
make any statement in this Investor Information Booklet 
and there is no statement in this Investor Information 
Booklet which is based on any statement by any of 
them.

Lonergan Edwards & Associates Limited (the 
Independent Expert) has provided and is responsible for 
the information contained in the Independent Expert’s 
Report. Neither Spark Infrastructure nor any of its 
officers, employees, agents, advisers or intermediaries 
assumes any responsibility for the accuracy or 
completeness of the information contained in the 
Independent Expert’s Report which accompanies this 
Investor Information Booklet.

Neither Spark Infrastructure nor any of its controlled 
entities nor any other person warrants or guarantees the 
future performance of Spark Infrastructure or any return 
on any investment made under this Investor Information 
Booklet.

Currency and date of information

Unless otherwise stated, all numbers in this Investor 
Information Booklet and the accompanying Entitlement 
and Acceptance Form are in Australian dollars and 
financial data is presented as at 30 June 2010 unless 
otherwise stated. Spark Infrastructure does not give any 
undertaking or representation that information in this 
Investor Information Booklet will be updated, except to 
the minimum extent required by law.

Disclosures regarding forward-looking 
statements

This Investor Information Booklet contains forward-
looking statements. Forward-looking statements 
include those containing such words as ‘anticipate’, 
‘estimates’, ‘should’, ‘could’, ‘may’, ‘will’, ‘expects’, 
‘plans’, or similar expressions. Indications of and 
guidance or outlook on future revenues, distributions or 
financial position and performance or return or growth 
in underlying investments are also forward-looking 
statements. These forward-looking statements are 
not guarantees or predictions of future performance, 
and involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties 
and other factors, many of which are beyond Spark 
Infrastructure’s control, and may involve elements of 
subjective judgment and assumptions as to future 
events which may or may not be correct and which 
may cause actual results to differ materially from those 
expressed in the statements contained in this Investor 
Information Booklet. You should not place undue reliance 
on these forward-looking statements having regard to 
the fact that the outcome may not be achieved. These 
forward-looking statements are based on information 
available to Spark Infrastructure as of the date of this 
Investor Information Booklet. 

Other general matters

Please see the Additional Information (included in 
Section 13 of this Investor Information Booklet) for other 
important notices, disclaimers and acknowledgements.

Where a contract or other document is referred to in 
this Investor Information Booklet it is not incorporated by 
reference unless expressly referred to otherwise in this 
Investor Information Booklet.

Please see the inside back cover of this Investor 
Information Booklet for important Eligible Retail 
Securityholder declarations in relation to the Entitlement 
Offer.

Foreign Investors

No action has been taken to register the Entitlement 
Offer or otherwise permit a public offering of securities 
outside Australia and New Zealand. This Investor 
Information Booklet and the Entitlement and Acceptance 
Form do not constitute an offer of securities for sale, or 
the solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities in the 
United States or to, or for the account or benefit of, any 
“U.S. person” (as defined in Regulation S under the U.S. 
Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the Securities Act)) 
(each a US Person). Neither this Investor Information 
Booklet nor the Entitlement and Acceptance Form may 
be distributed to, or relied upon by, persons in the United 
States or who are, or are acting for the account or 
benefit of, US Persons. 

Neither the Entitlements nor New Securities offered in 
the Entitlement Offer have been, or will be, registered 
under the Securities Act or the securities laws of 
any state or other jurisdiction of the United States. In 
addition, none of the Stapled Entities have been, or 
will be, registered under the U.S. Investment Company 
Act of 1940, as amended (the Investment Company 
Act). Accordingly, neither the Entitlements nor the 
New Securities may be offered or sold within the 
United States or to, or for the account or benefit of, 
U.S. Persons, except in each case to persons that are 
reasonably believed to be qualified institutional buyers 
(QIB) (as defined in Rule 144A of the Securities Act) and 
also qualified purchasers (QP) (as defined in Section 2(a)
(51) of the Investment Company Act), in transactions 
exempt from, or not subject to, the registration 
requirements of the Securities Act and exempt from the 
registration requirements of the Investment Company 
Act pursuant to Section 3(c)(7) thereof. Outside the 
United States, the Entitlements and the New Securities 
may only be offered and sold to persons that are not 
U.S. Persons and are not acting for the account or 
benefit of U.S. Persons in “offshore transactions” (as 
defined in Regulation S) in compliance with Regulation S 
and the laws of the jurisdiction in which such securities 
are offered and sold.

The New Securities will constitute “restricted securities” 
within the meaning of Rule 144(a)(3) under the 
Securities Act and, for so long as the New Securities 
remain restricted securities, the New Securities may not 
be deposited in any unrestricted American Depositary 
Receipt Facility that Spark Infrastructure may establish.

For foreign selling restrictions, please refer to Annexure C.

ASX Waivers

Spark Infrastructure has obtained in principle waivers 
from the Listing Rules. The in principle waivers, 
amongst other matters, allow Spark Infrastructure to 
ignore, for the purposes of determining those entitled 
to receive Entitlements, transactions occurring after 
the announcement of the trading halt on 22 September 
2010 in Spark Infrastructure’s stapled securities 
(other than registrations of transactions which were 
effected through ITS (Integrated Trading System) before 
the announcement of the trading halt) (post ex-date 
transactions).

Transactions ignored under this provision are to be 
ignored in determining holders and registered holders, 
and holdings and registered holdings, of Spark 
Infrastructure stapled securities as at the Record Date, 
and references to such holders, registered holders, 
holdings and registered holdings are to be read 
accordingly. Therefore, if you have acquired Spark 
Infrastructure stapled securities in a post ex-date 
transaction you will not be entitled to receive an 
Entitlement in respect of those securities.

Date

This Investor Information Booklet is dated  
22 September 2010

important information   
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ELIGIBLE RETAIL SECURITYHOLDER DECLARaTIONS

agree to be bound by the terms of the Entitlement Offer;•	
authorise Spark Infrastructure to register you as the •	
holder of the New Securities allotted to you;

declare that all details and statements in the Entitlement •	
and Acceptance Form are complete and accurate;

declare you are over 18 years of age and have full •	
legal capacity and power to perform all your rights and 
obligations under the Entitlement and Acceptance Form;

acknowledge that once Spark Infrastructure receives the •	
Entitlement and Acceptance Form or any payment of 
Application Monies via BPay®, you may not withdraw it;

agree to apply for the number of New Securities specified •	
in the Entitlement and Acceptance Form, or for which you 
have submitted payment of any Application Monies via 
BPay®, at the Offer Price of $1.00 per New Security;

agree to be issued the number of New Securities that you •	
apply for;

authorise Spark Infrastructure, the Underwriters, the •	
Registry and their respective officers or agents, to do 
anything on your behalf necessary for New Securities to 
be issued to you, including to act on instructions of the 
Registry upon using the contact details set out in the 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form;

declare that you are the current registered holder of Spark •	
Infrastructure stapled securities and are an Australian or 
New Zealand resident that is not a US Person and not 
acting for the account or benefit of a US Person;

acknowledge that the information contained in this •	
Investor Information Booklet and the accompanying 
Entitlement and Acceptance Form is not investment 
advice nor a recommendation that New Securities 
are suitable for you given your investment objectives, 
financial situation or particular needs, and is not a 
product disclosure statement, does not contain all of 
the information that you may require in order to assess 
an investment in Spark Infrastructure and is given in 
the context of Spark Infrastructure’s past and ongoing 
continuous disclosure announcements to ASX;

represent and warrant that the law of any other place •	
does not prohibit you from being given this Investor 
Information Booklet and the accompanying Entitlement 
and Acceptance Form, nor does it prohibit you from 
making an application for New Securities;

acknowledge the statement of risks in Sections 1.4  •	
and 12 and that investments in Spark Infrastructure  
are subject to investment risk;

acknowledge that neither Spark Infrastructure, its directors, •	
officers, employees, agents, consultants nor advisers, nor 
the Underwriters, guarantees the performance of Spark 
Infrastructure, nor do they guarantee the repayment of 
capital from Spark Infrastructure;

represent and warrant (for the benefit of Spark •	
Infrastructure, the Underwriters and their respective 
affiliates) that you are not in the United States and that 
you are not, and you are not acting for the account or 
benefit of, a US Person;

represent and warrant (for the benefit of Spark •	
Infrastructure, the Underwriters and their respective 
affiliates) that you did not receive an invitation to 
participate in the Institutional Entitlement Offer either 
directly or through a nominee, and are otherwise eligible 
to participate in the Entitlement Offer;

understand that the Entitlements and the New Securities •	
have not been, and will not be, registered under the 
Securities Act and in addition, that none of the Stapled 
Entities have been, nor will be, registered under the 
Investment Company Act in reliance on an exception 
thereunder and accordingly New Securities may not 
be offered, sold or resold in the United States, or to or 
for the account or benefit of U.S. Persons, except in a 
transaction exempt from, or not subject to, registration 
under the Securities Act, the Investment Company Act 
and any other applicable securities laws;

agree that, if in the future you decide to sell or otherwise •	
transfer your New Securities, you will only do so in regular 
way transactions on the ASX, conducted where neither 
you nor any person acting on your behalf knows, or has a 
reason to know, that the sale has been pre-arranged with, 
or that the purchaser is, a person in the United States 
or a U.S. Person or a person acting on behalf of such a 
person;

agree that you have not purchased the Entitlements or •	
the New Securities as a result of any “directed selling 
efforts” (within the meaning of rule 902(c) under the 
Securities Act);

agree that you are not engaged in the business of •	
distributing securities or, if you are, you agree that you 
will not offer or sell in the United States or to, or for the 
account or benefit of, U.S. Persons (i) any Entitlements 
at any time, (ii) any New Securities (a) you acquire in the 
Entitlement Offer at any time or (b) you acquire other 
than in the Entitlement Offer until 40 days after the 
Final Allotment Date, except in a transaction exempt 
from the registration requirements of the Securities Act 
pursuant to Regulation S thereunder. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, you may sell the New Securities in regular 
way transactions on the ASX where neither you nor any 
person acting on your behalf knows, or has a reason to 
know, that the sale has been pre-arranged with, or that 
the purchaser is, a person in the United States or a U.S. 
Person or a person acting on behalf of such a person;

agree not to send this Investor Information Booklet, the •	
Entitlement and Acceptance Form or any other material 
relating to the Entitlement Offer to any other person in the 
United States or that is, or is acting for the account or 
benefit of, a US Person; and

agree to provide (and direct your nominee or custodian to •	
provide) any requested substantiation of your eligibility to 
participate in the Entitlement Offer and/or of your holding 
of Securities on the Record Date.

IMPORTANT:
If you make an Application - you will be taken to make the declarations to Spark Infrastructure that you:

Eligible Retail Securityholder 
declarations
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