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29 July 2010

By fax: 1300 135638

Company Announcement Platform
ASX Limited

Dear SirfMadam

Takeover bid by Staples Australia Pty Limited for Corporate

Governor Phillip Tower

1 Farrer Place Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 9925 NSW 2001

Tel (02) 9210 6500

Fax {02) 9210 6611
WWW.COIrS.com.au

Express Australia Limited

Notice of compulsory acquisition
We act for Staples Australia Pty Limited ACN 142 352 501 (Staples Australia), a wholly-

owned indirect subsidiary of Staples, Inc, in relation to its off-market takeover offer for all

CORRS
CHAMBERS
WESTGARTH

lawyers

|glooL/004

the ordinary shares in Corporate Express Australia Limited ACN 000 728 398 (Corporate

Express and Offer).

We attach, as required by paragraph 661B(1)(d) of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), a
copy of Form 6021 (*Notice of compulsory acquisition following takeover bid”). The Form

8021 relates to the compulsory acquisition of Corporate Express shares in respect of which
acceptances of the Offer have not been received.

Yours faithfully
Corrs Chambers Westgarth

5538850/
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that was easy:

28 July 2010

[Jear Corporate Express Shareholder

Compulsory acquisition of your Corporate Express shares

Staples Australia Pty Limited ACN 142 352 501 (Staples Australia) (a wholly-owned Indirect subsldiary of
Staples, Inc) recently made a cash offer to acquire all your shares in Corporate Express Australia Limited ACN
000 728 398 (Corporate Express) (Offer). The Offer closed at 7.00 pm (Sydney tima) on 26 July 2010.

At the close of the Offer, Staples Australia had relevant interests in approximately 98.52% of Corporate
Express Shares. Staples Ausiralia has received sufficient acceptances of the Offer to entitle i to proceed
to compulsory acquisition of all the shares In Corporate Express for which it has not received valid
acceptances. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that this process has now commencsd.

The formal notice (Form 6021: Notice of compulsory acquisition following a takeover bid), which Staples
Australia is required to give you under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth}, is attached fo this letter,

Under the compulsoty acquisition procedure, you will recelve A$4.86 cash {being $5.60 less the amount of the
special dividend paid by Corporate Exprass on 16 July 20103, as consideration for sach Corporate Express
share that you hold.

Staples Australia Is required to give the total cash sum payable by it under the compuisory acquisition
process to Corporate Express approximately 6 weeks after the date of this letter (or later in some
circumstances). As soon as practicable after receiving the cash from Staples Australia, Corporate
Express 1s then required fo send you a letter seeking your instructions on how to deal with the cash
payable to you. In the meantime, Corporate Express is required to hold the cash on trust for you.

If you have any questions in relation to the compulsory acquisition of your Corporate Express shares,
please call 1800 845 237 (loll-free within Australia) or +61 2 8280 7585 (for callers from outside
Australia).

Yours faithfully,
Staples Australia Pty Limited

Christine Komola, Director

5528960/3
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Australian Securities &
investments Commission

Notice of

FAX +61 2 92120 6611 SYDOLO [floo3/004

Form 6021
Corporations Act 2001
§618(1)(a)

compulsory acquisition
following takeover bid

K there Is insufficient space in any secfion of the fortn, you may attach an annexure and submit as part of this lodgement

Lodgement details

Who should ASIC contact if there is a query about this form?
Name: Jaclyn Riiey-Smith

ASIC registerad agent numter {if applicable} 1634

Companyfentity name: Corrs Chambers Westgarth ABN B3 690 832 081
Telaphons number; +81 29210 6160

Postat address: GPC Box 8925 Sydney NSW 2001

Notice To:
Name and address of hokder.
Securities of:
Name of farget company or body Name (the Company") )
[ Corporate Express Ausiraia Limited i
ACN/ABN/ARBNIARSN
[ 94000 728 398 |
Tiek one box 1. Underan
& Off Market Bid
{1 Market Bid
offers were made by
Name of bidder. |_Staples Australia Ply Limited ACN 142 362 501 |
in respect of the acquisition of
Insart description of class of securitios -
to which the bid related | altthe ordinary shares |
in the Company
Tickone box The pifers
[ closed
[} are scheduled fo close
on
Insert date offers closed of Date
are scheduled 1o dlose
s | 7] | 7] 0}
b0} MM L]

2,

3

4

You are, or are enlifled to be, registered as the holder of seturifies in respatt of which an offer was made, but have not
aecapted the taksover offer,
You are, or ars entiled to be, registered as the holder of sequriies in respect of which an offer was made, hut havs not
accepled the takeover offer.

The bidder hereby gives you notice under subsection 864B(1) of the Corporations Act 2001 {ihe Act’) that the bidder
has become entitied pursuant to subsection 661A(1) of the Act ta compulsorily acquire your securities and desires o
acquire thosa securities.

Under section 6610 of the Act, you the right, by nolice in wriling given to the bidder within one month aftar this notice

§629720Mpage 10f2
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Tick ona box

FAX +61 2 92120 6611 SYDOLO

is lodged with ASIC, fo ask the bidder for a written statement of the names and addresses of everyons elsa the bidder
has given this notice fo.

gloo4a/004

Under section 661Eof the Act, you have the right, within one month affer being given this nofice or within 14 days after
beirg given a statement requested under seclion 8510 of the Act (a5 referred fo in paragraph 4 of this nolice},
whichaver iz the later, to apply o the Court for an order that the securiies not be compulsorily acquired.

The bidder is entitled and bound to acquire the securities on the ferms that applied under the takeover bid immediately
before

[ this notice was given.
the end of the offer pericd,

Unless on application made by you under section 661E within one manth after being given this notice (as referred fo in
paragraph 5 of the nofice} or within 14 days after being given a staternent under section 661D of the Act (As refarred
to By paragraph 4 of this notice), whichever is the later, the Court otherwise orders, the bldder must comply with
paragraph 6 of this notice.

Signature

ASIC Form 6021 Guide
55207201

Name of person signing
| Christins Komola |
Capacity
| Dirsclor l
Slignature
WNQW&L
BDate slgned
f o || o |7]m0]
B (MM iyl
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