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COMMISSIONING OF DEGRUSSA PROCESSING PLANT 

DEGRUSSA COPPER-GOLD PROJECT DEVELOPMENT NEARS COMPLETION 
 

 
Sandfire Resources NL (ASX: SFR; “Sandfire”) is pleased to advise that commissioning of the 1.5Mtpa 
processing facility at its 100%-owned DeGrussa Copper-Gold Project in Western Australia is 
underway. Crushed rock has been introduced to the SAG mill and slurry flow established through to the 
tailings storage facility. 
 
Dry and water commissioning started in the crusher in August and has progressed in stages through the 
SAG and ball mills, the rougher/scavenger flotation section, tailings thickener and tailings pumps to the 
tailings storage facility. The cleaner circuit, including the re-cleaner and scavenger flotation cells and 
associated pumps has also been commissioned. The reagents systems are charged and have been 
operated on a trial basis. 
 
Dry commissioning of the concentrate thickener, storage tank and filter is in progress. The various 
instruments and field devices are being calibrated as systems are brought on line.  
 
Finishing works will continue over the coming weeks including final installation of small bore pipe, 
electrical terminations and lighting. Following this, the engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) 
contractor, Abesque, is expected to complete full wet commissioning and formally hand over the 
DeGrussa Concentrator for ore commissioning around the end of September 2012.  
 
The ramp-up schedule for the Concentrator is targeting steady-state nameplate production rates by early 
CY 2013, in line with previous guidance.  
 
Concentrator production, together with production of high-grade chalcocite direct shipping ore from the 
open pit operations, will underpin the Company’s previously announced production guidance of 77,000 
tonnes of payable copper for FY 2013.  
 
Sandfire’s Managing Director, Mr Karl Simich, said the commencement of commissioning of the 
DeGrussa Concentrator within 12 months of the contractor mobilising to site was an outstanding 
achievement. 
 
“Our Project Development Team, headed by Martin Reed, along with our EPC contractor – Abesque, 
continue to do a fantastic job,” Mr Simich said. “We are now in a position to complete commissioning and 
ramp-up of the project to steady-state nameplate operation in line with the schedule and budget outlined 
in our Definitive Feasibility Study”. 
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Figure 1 – DeGrussa Copper Mine location 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
Certain statements made during or in connection with this statement contain or comprise certain forward-looking statements regarding 
Sandfire’s Mineral Resources and Reserves, exploration operations, project development operations, production rates, life of mine, projected 
cash flow, capital expenditure, operating costs and other economic performance and financial condition as well as general market outlook. 
Although Sandfire believes that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are reasonable, such expectations are only 
predictions and are subject to inherent risks and uncertainties which could cause actual values, results, performance or achievements to differ 
materially from those expressed, implied or projected in any forward looking statements and no assurance can be given that such expectations 
will prove to have been correct. Accordingly, results could differ materially from those set out in the forward-looking statements as a result of, 
among other factors, changes in economic and market conditions, delays or changes in project development, success of business and 
operating initiatives, changes in the regulatory environment and other government actions, fluctuations in metals prices and exchange rates and 
business and operational risk management. Except for statutory liability which cannot be excluded, each of Sandfire, its officers, employees and 
advisors expressly disclaim any responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the material contained in this statement and excludes all 
liability whatsoever (including in negligence) for any loss or damage which may be suffered by any person as a consequence of any information 
in this statement or any error or omission.  Sandfire undertakes no obligation to update publicly or release any revisions to these forward-looking 
statements to reflect events or circumstances after today's date or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events other than required by the 
Corporations Act and ASX Listing Rules.  Accordingly you should not place undue reliance on any forward looking statement.  
 
 


