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Market Announcement 
 
24 January 2018, Vista Group International Ltd., Auckland, New Zealand 
 

 
 
CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP AT VISTA GROUP INTERNATIONAL 

 
Vista Group International (NZX/ASX) has today announced that Kimbal Riley will take over as Group 
CEO from Murray Holdaway. Mr Holdaway will take up the position of Chief Product Officer (CPO) for 
Vista Group, and will continue in his role as an Executive Director on the Vista Group board. This has 
taken place as part of a succession planning process and will deliver a seamless transition within the 
business. 
 
Mr Riley has had an extensive career in senior executive roles in the IT and Services industries in New 
Zealand and overseas. He joined Vista Group four years ago, with the past two years as CEO of Vista 
Entertainment Solutions (VES), which is responsible for the largest proportion of the Group’s revenue. 
He has been focused on building scale in the business and under his leadership VES has grown its 
global footprint by an additional 20 markets, extending its reach to more than 80 countries. VES has 
continued to sustain significant growth per year under Mr Riley’s stewardship and has been the high 
growth driver that has helped to open up additional international market opportunities for other 
businesses in the Group. 
 
Vista Group Chair Kirk Senior has praised Mr Holdaway for his exceptional leadership of the company, 
which he co-founded in 1996. Vista has grown to become a dominant provider of cinema management, 
film distribution and customer analytics software in the global film industry.  
 
Mr Holdaway says he is looking forward to taking on the CPO role, which will enable him to work across 
the product divisions in all of Vista Group’s companies to boost innovation and expand its offerings to its 
global customer base.  
 
The change in leadership is effective from 03 April 2018, when Mr Riley becomes Vista Group CEO and 
Mr Holdaway its Chief Product Officer. The process to replace Mr Riley at VES is underway. 

 
 
 
Brian Cadzow, Executive Director, Commercial and Legal 
Vista Group International Ltd  
Contact: +64 9 984 4570 



Media Release  
______________________________________________ 
 

Kimbal Riley to become Vista Group CEO 

Murray Holdaway moves to role as Chief Product Officer 

 
[Auckland, NZ, 24 January 2018]: Vista Group International (NZX/ASX) has today announced that  

Kimbal Riley will take over as Group CEO from Murray Holdaway. Mr Holdaway will take up the position 

of Chief Product Officer (CPO) for Vista Group, and will continue in his role as an Executive Director on 

the Vista Group board. This has taken place as part of a succession planning process and will deliver a 

seamless transition within the business. 

 

Mr Riley has had an extensive career in senior executive roles in the IT and Services industries in New 

Zealand and overseas. He joined Vista Group four years ago, with the past two years as CEO of  

Vista Entertainment Solutions (VES), which is responsible for the largest proportion of the Group’s 

revenue. He has been focused on building scale in the business and under his leadership VES has grown 

its global footprint by an additional 20 markets, extending its reach to more than 80 countries. VES has 

continued to sustain over 20% revenue growth per year under Mr Riley’s leadership and has been the 

high growth driver that has helped to open additional international market opportunities for other 

businesses in the Group. 

 

Vista Group Chair Kirk Senior has praised Mr Holdaway for his exceptional leadership of the company, 

which he co-founded in 1996. Vista has grown to become a dominant provider of cinema management, 

film distribution and customer analytics software in the global film industry. Its subsidiary companies 

provide products and services to multiple film industry segments. 

 

“Murray has shown great vision and expertise in leading a team to create and grow Vista Group, one of 

New Zealand’s top performing technology companies. His strengths continue to lie in product 

innovation and customer service and with the diversification of Vista since our 2014 public listing, we 

want him to focus in the area where he has traditionally provided the greatest value, which is product 

innovation. This is core to the Group’s success, the heart and soul of what we do” Mr Senior says. 

 



“Now, after more than two decades building and leading Vista Group it is time for him to hand the 

leadership reins to Kimbal Riley, his natural successor. We are extremely fortunate that we will retain 

Murray’s expertise and critical strengths in his new role as Chief Product Officer.” 

 

Mr Riley says he is honoured to have the opportunity to be CEO of Vista Group, which is poised for the 

next stage in its evolution, and he is delighted to be working alongside its visionary co-founder.  

 

“Murray has one of the best understandings of the film industry’s data and information flows of anyone 

in this business. The company has a number of exciting challenges ahead this year, as we continue to 

develop world-leading software that delivers innovation for cinemas and distributors. This will unlock 

the potential for big data insights that will create more exciting experiences for movie goers. I enjoy 

helping build businesses and with someone like Murray as product visionary it makes the job twice as 

exciting.” 

 

Mr Holdaway says he is looking forward to taking on the CPO role, which will enable him to support 

Vista Group’s CEO’s and their teams by working across the company’s product divisions to boost 

innovation and expand offerings to its global customer base.  

 

“This transition comes at a pivotal time in our development, when some of the companies in the Group 

are ready to introduce new products and service offerings to the industry. In light of that, supporting 

product development and execution is critical; I will be focusing on the product direction of the Group at 

a time when a number of significant new and generational changes are progressing in individual 

companies, as they evolve their products to meet the needs of our customers and the wider market.”  

 

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have supported me as CEO over the past 22 

years. We have a passionate and talented team at Vista Group and it’s been my privilege to lead them.” 

 

The change in leadership is effective from 03 April 2018, when Mr Riley becomes Vista Group CEO and 

Mr Holdaway its Chief Product Officer.  

 

[ENDS] 
 

About Vista Group International: 

Vista Group International (Vista Group) is a public company, listed on both the New Zealand and 

Australian stock exchanges (NZX & ASX: VGL). The Group provides software and additional technology 

solutions across the global film industry. Cinema management software is provided by Vista 

Entertainment Solutions (Vista Cinema), the core business of the Group. Movio (authority in moviegoer 

data analytics), Veezi (cloud-based SaaS software for the Independent Cinema Market), movieXchange 

(connecting the movie industry to simplify the promotion and sale of movie tickets), Maccs (film 

distribution software), Numero (box office reporting software for film distributors and cinemas), Cinema 

Intelligence (business intelligence solutions), Powster (creative studio and marketing platform for movie 

studios) and Flicks (moviegoer ‘go to’ portal for movie information) provide an innovative range of 



complementary products across additional film industry sectors, from production and distribution, to 

cinema exhibition through to the moviegoer experience. Vista Group has offices located in New Zealand 

(Auckland HQ), Sydney, Los Angeles, London, Shanghai, Beijing, Mexico City, South Africa, the 

Netherlands and Romania. 

Website: www.vistagroup.co 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/vista-group-limited 

 
About Vista Entertainment Solutions: 
 
Vista Entertainment Solutions Ltd (Vista Cinema) is the world leader in cinema management software 

solutions with installations in more than 80 countries around the world and an estimated 38% global 

market share in the Large Cinema Circuit market. The Vista Cinema software product line comprises 

multiple modules, integrated and scalable, suited to cinema exhibitors operating 20+ screens and 100s 

of cinemas. Vista Cinema is head-quartered in Auckland, New Zealand and has subsidiaries incorporated 

in Los Angeles, London, Shanghai, Beijing, Cape Town and Mexico City. 

Website: www.vista.co 

Twitter:   @VistaCinema 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/vista-entertainment-solutions 

 
 
Source: Vista Group International Ltd, Auckland, NZ 
 
 
Press Contacts:  
 
For Vista Group International/NZ  
Christine Fenby  
christine.fenby@vista.co; +64 21 727 006 
 
Sarah Putt 
sarahp@anthem.co.nz; +64 27 2235 470 
 
 
For Vista Group International/USA 
Maggie Begley/MBC 
maggie@mbcprinc.com; +1 310 390 0101  
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